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Geographically, Alberta is a land of diversity. From the 
dry irrigated croplands of the south through the lush farming and 
ranching country of central Alberta to the sparsely settled wild- 
lands of the north the landscape presents a constantly changing 
panorama. 

Nowhere, however, is diversity more apparent than in the 
approach to the Rockies. There indeed, as one enters the region 
of the Eastern Slopes, Alberta takes on its most dramatic change. 

As though to prepare one in advance for the enormity of 
the Rocky Mountains, the landscape assumes a rolling gait as the 
farmlands and ranchlands of the plains give way to the forested 
areas of the foothills. 

In this area, which has come to be known as the Eastern 
Slopes, lands have been mostly protected and presered for public 
ownership in the name of the Crown, and important national and 
provincial parks are located here. 

To many Albertans, the Eastern Slopes represent an area 
of, as yet, relatively undisturbed forests which should be pre- 
served in their natural state for posterity. 

To others, the area representa a bountiful supply of 
valuable resources which should be developed to the benefit of 
Albertans. é 

Some others view the Eastern Slopes in the light of 
combined benefits and hope that they can be made to yield their 
riches without prejudice to the natural state. 

Of the treasures that reside in the Eastern Slopes, 
recreation ranks high in the minds of many people and indeed, 
recreation in its many forms is now enjoyed in the Eastern Slopes 
in both winter and summer by many thousands of people each year. 
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In addition, land in the Eastern Slopes is now used or is pro- 
posed for use for such purposes as tourism, urban development, forest 
utilization, mineral resource industries, surface mining, oi] and gas 
development, underground coal mining, agriculture, watershed conser- 
vation, domestic water supplies, hydroelectric power developments, 
wildlife and fishing management, wilderness and natural areas, insti- 
turional use by charitable, religious and other groups, archaeological 
sites, research, Indian reservations and national and provincial parks. 

These various present and potential uses of resources within 
the area may either have no effect on each other, complement each other, 
conflict with each other, or relate to each other in sequential ways. 

In order to publicly explore these interests and discover the 
concerns they generate, the Environment Conservation Authority was 
requested on behalf of the Government of Alberta to hold comprehensive 
and wide-ranging hearings on Land Use and Resource Development in the 
Eastern Slopes. 

It was the objective of the hearings to enquire into all poten- 
tial uses and to formulate ways in which optimum benefits and environ- 
ment conservation could be achieved now and for the future from the 
various resources of the Eastern Slopes. 

A further objective was to consider and evaluate the views of 
the public on specific recreational and tourist development proposals 
for the area. Finally, the Authority would lay the views presented to 
it, along with its own recommendations thereon, before the Government 
of Alberta. 

For the purpose of the public hearings, the Eastern Slopes 
were divided into five spearate districts corresponding to the five 
major watershed basins and outlined by the statutory boundaries of 
the four Regional Planning Areas and Improvement District No. 14. 

The eastern boundary of the area was taken as the eastern 
edge of the foothills, prescribed by an arc lying to the west of the 
cities of Lethbridge, Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Grande Prairie. 
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As background to the hearings, the Environment Conservation 
Authority released a series of 12 Information Bulletins; five of 
these pertained specifically to the separate watershed basins and 
were prepared by the individual regional planning commissions. 

Hearings were held (during June and July of 1973) in each 
of the watershed basins as well as in the five major cities. 

The present publication constitutes the Proceedings of the 
Public Hearings on Land Use and Resource Development in the Eastern 
Slopes. A separate volume has been allocated for each location, and 
each volume contains a complete- transcript of all presentations heard 
at that location as well as the discussions which followed. 

In addition, a final volume contains all written submissions 
which were received prior to and following the hearings, but which 
were not presented verbally at the hearings, along with an index to 
all volumes. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Environment Conservation Authority was requested by the 
Honourable W.J. Yurko, Minister of the Environment, to hold public hear- 
ings on land use and resource development in Alberta's eastern slopes 
of the Rocky Mountains. These hearings took place during June and July, 
1973 in Coleman, Lethbridge, Calgary, Canmore, Rocky Mountain House, 

Red Deer, Hinton, Edmonton, Grande Cache and Grande Prairie. 


PREPARATION FOR THE HEARINGS 


In order to place background information before the public, a 
series of information bulletins was published. Five of these were pre- 
pared by the relevant regional planning commissions and the Provincial 
Planning Board, and dealt specifically with their sections of the east- 
ern slopes. The additional bulletins were produced by the Authority or 
by various involved agencies. 

A very extensive mailing of this material was made to interested 
groups, organizations and individuals. As well, a system of information 
centres was established in each of the hearing locations as well as in 
other relevant locations. These centres were supplied with sets of 
background publications, as well as a reading list and bibliography on 
the hearing subject. 

Direct public contact was developed and maintained through 
Authority member visits throughout the study area and through continual 
contact with the various sections of the media. 

Advertising for the hearings took various forms. Newspapers 
contained general notices inviting participation, specific advertise- 
ments advising of local times and locations, and "legal" notices listing 
what commercial recreational proposals would be discussed at specific 
hearing locations. Radio and television were utilized in much the same 


manner to inform and invite public participation. 
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The dates and places of the hearings were as follows: 


Coleman June 11 and 12 
Lethbridge June 13 and 14 
Calgary dune 18, 19 and 20 
Canmore June 22 and 23 
Rocky Mountain House June 26 

Red Deer June 28 and 29 
Hinton _- duly 3 

Edmonton July 5, 6 and 7 
Grande Cache July 10 

Grande Prairie July 12 


At each of the hearings the session was opened with introduc- 
tory remarks by the Authority. The regional planning commission, or 
the Provincial Planning Branch in the instance of Improvement District 
No. 14, was then called upon to give background to the concerns and 
problems of the area involved. 

The Authority then heard briefs or summaries presented by con- 
cerned individuals and groups. The panel, consisting of: Dr. W.R. Trost, 
Chairman; P.J. Dowling, Vice-Chairman; and J.J. Kinisky, Member; ques- 
tioned those persons submitting concerns in order to fully elucidate 
the concepts and opinions put forward by them. 

Major proposals for development in the study area were pre- 
sented following the general submissions. Here the opportunity was 
given for the developers to highlight their projects. They were then 
questioned by the Authority panel, then by interested persons in atten- 
dance at the hearing. 

The last segment of the hearing at each location was given to 
open discussion, during which a free exchange of ideas and concerns took 
place. 

A total of 308 submissions was made as well as 14 commercial 
recreational proposals. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


We, the Ponoka Fish and Game Association, most strongly protest 
what amounts to the proposed rape of the East Slopes by the government 
and by commercial interests. 


We feel Alberta is a beautiful country>in fact one of the last 
unspoiled frontiers in Canada, specifically the East Slopes. Where else 
can one go and get away from the stench and pollution, noise included, 
caused by one's fellowman? Where else can one go and enjoy unspoiled 
beauty untrampled by man and machines, to see our wildlife heritage as 
it was meant to be ? 


We feel that it is time for people to get up off the base of 
their spines and quit looking for their own creature comforts at every 
turn in the road. We also feel most people will go along with this and 
the ones that don't apparently don't really understand what they are 
doing to our ecology and therefore the time has come for someone to tell 
them. Barring this then they don't deserve it. Realistically a road 
as such, even a good road, does some damage,although wildlife will a- 
dapt to a degree to this transgression of their domain. When you add 
the human comforts, both necessary and frivolous, you create only a con- 
fused and disordered environment. : 


Therefore we feel good secondary roads with adequate overnight 
campsites, such as the ones we are familiar with today, and erected 
and managed by the Department of Lands and Forests or the Department 
of the Environment or both in a joint effort. 


We feel commercial developments would have much more economic 
value to the people of our province if they were developed in existing 
populated areas and settlements. After all we feel wildlife have their 
areas and people have theirs and it is impossible to mix the two. Also 
with modern transportation our mountain areas are never more than a 
short drive away. 
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We get the distasteful idea that the Government are the High 
Priests of ancient biblical times and our mountain areas are personified 
as the temple virgins awaiting sacrifice by large industries, such as 
011 development, lumbering, strip mines, ete. It is high time the 
government helped the little people of Alberta who are far in the major- 
ity and told big industry what they could and could not do. After all, 
mountainous environment is extremely delicate and fragile and when 
large machines literally tear apart a mountain, then it is lost forever, 
regardless of how conscientious the developer may be. 


We also feel no man, outfit, business, etc. has the right to 
tell others by sign or any other means that there is no trespass on 
crown owned land. This applies even to the high citadels of govern- 
ment. Where do the large livestock producers get the right to use crown 
land, some of which doesn't even belong to the Canadian or any provin- 
cial government, at the expense of our wildlife? The people of the 
Country make a big fuss over endangered species, which amounts to noth- 
ing but noise, then turn around and do absolutely nothing about it. The 
cattleman continues to pasture his cattle where ever he pleases, uses 
wildlife range and the whole food chain is practically demolished. This 
is progress? We say more likely a complete lack of "God-given intelli- 
gence!" especially from the government departments involved. 


We were raised from children to believe our democratic govern- 
ment is the best in the world as it was supposed to be for the people, 
by the people. If this is so, how come nothing is told to the people 
via news media? Only what the government wants the people to know. 
There was a Supposedly great man who was the head of a government that 
appeared to rule in this manner. This happened only a few short decades 
past. The government was in the country of Germany. We feel the people 
should not only know but be informed of all developments affecting our 


country. 
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To sum up, we believe access roads with adequate short-stay 
camping areas such as our familiar roadside stops, properly managed 
and policed for the enjoyment of the people, be instituted. If focal 
points of environmental beauty or interest are needed then the ecology 
of the area should be the deciding factor and then only campgrounds be 
set up by the Department of Lands and Forests or the Department of the 
Environment and these areas be managed and administrated by the afore- 
mentioned departments. 


We the Ponoka Fish and Game Association protest most strongly 
to any and all commercial or industrial development of any sort for now 
or for all time in one ofrour last remaining frontiers of natural heritage 
in this part of our Alberta. Enclosed find a poem written by B.H. (Red) 
Fisher, courtesy of Mercury Outboards, that we think suits our feelings 


on the East Slopes. 


FONOKA Flo AND GAME ASSOC. 


bo Heyy h 


Terk, President 
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Ron Cave, Comaittee Chairman 
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A SIGH IN THE WIND 


From an empty rise on the barren ground, 
The sob of a boy and his wailing hound 
Could be heard in the breezes soft and clear 
Through a wilderness left from yesteryear. 


T’was a saddened sigh of a future child, 
In a futile quest of the woods and the wild. 
Then a teardrop fell as he gazed up high, 
And in barely a whisper asked us, Why? 


Why is the green foliage no longer here? 
What caused all the flowers to disappear? 
Who soured the meadows so that they reek? 
Why is the top soil so barren and bleak? 


Why are the rivers so murky and cold? 

Why are the lake shores fermented with mold? 
Why does the sunshine seem musty and dark? 
Where is the call of the loon and the lark? 


Where are the deer and the bear, and the moose? 
What killed the pheasant, the duck, and the goose? 
Where are the rabbits my dad used to shoot? 
Where are the turtles, the frogs, and the coot? 


Why don’t the pike and the pickerel spawn? 
Where have the bass, and the muskie all gone? 
Why is the game and the songbird’s glow, 
Gone like the buffalo of long ago? 


Where are the timbers that stood strong and stout? 
Where is the tall grass I had read about? 

Why, when, I gaze over each hill and dale, 

All that remains is the rock and the shale? 


You who were living when time was benign, 
Selfishly castrated that which was mine. 
Never a thought to the waters and sod. 
Never a thought to the bounties of God. 


Good conservation could not fill your need. 

Reckless abandon was part of your creed. 

Pestilence, fire, pollution, and gore, 

Were the plagues that you lived with brought on by war. 


This was to be a great land of the free. 
Home of the brave, to be passed. on to me. 
This was my heritage, proud and divine. 
Look good. and see what was actually mine. 


Thus, ever so softly the sobs passed on. 

The breeze in the wilderness now was gone. 
All that remains for both you and for me, 
Ts our steadfast pledge that this will not be. 


By B. H. (Red) Fisher 


Courtesy of Mercury Outboards 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: R.D. Loomis Box 163, 
Onoway, Alberta, 
June 13, 1973 


Dr. W. Trost, Chairman, 
and Associates, 
Environment Conservation Authority. 


Gentlemen: 


It has been my privilege to have been closely associated with 
forest and forest land, their use and management, here in Alberta and 
elsewhere in Canada for many years. 


Notwithstanding my retirement from the Alberta Forest Service 
in 1969, I am extremely concerned with what is going to happen to our 
forested areas. I am concerned because I am very skeptical as to 
whether anyone in authority has or is willing to acquire the long term 
perceptive insight, the wisdom, the knowledge and strength of purpose, 
to proceed against the pressures of self-interest to apply policies 
necessary to safeguard the future health of these lands through proper 
use and management. Besides, it seems the implementation of such 
policies would be contrary to our society's economic and social objectives. 


There are sound reasons for concern for forested areas when 
one considers as an example the antiquated thinking of our provincial 
government's Department of Municipal Affairs, since they will not 
recognize for assessment purposes that the SCORING, of trees, even 
planted ones, is a crop. 


However, in spite of these grave misgivings, I am placing 
before you some views of my own and some acquired from others who have 
written their thoughts on these problems which may be acceptable to 
you. If so, they may assist you in your studies and recommendations. 


Yours truly, 


R.D. Loomis, 
A retired, but still concerned, 
professional forester. 


RDL/ dj fF 
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ONE FORESTER'S VIEWPOINT 


The Government of Alberta, through its Environment Conservation 
Authority, is holding what is considered by them to be comprehensive and 
wide-ranging hearings on land use and resource development in the Eastern 
Slopes of the Rocky Mountains and Foothills regions of this Province, 
excluding the National Parks and Indian Reserves, since the Provincial 
authorities have no jurisdiction over these. 


The purpose, it is supposed, is to provide an opportunity for 
members of the public to submit their views on how the land in this region 
is to be used in the future, thus assisting the authorities in designat- 
ing priority use for the various parts. 


Today there are a variety of people or groups of people each 
with interests vying for the utilization of space, resources and beauties 
of Alberta's forest lands, particularly that part which lie in and a- 
gainst the mountainous and foothills parts. In these localities in addi- 
tion to the traditional claims of lumbermen, ranchers, miners, hunters, 
fishermen and trappers, there are now added the so-called outdoor recrea- 
tionists, attempting to escape from the monotony of urban living. From 
these people or groups there is confusion of council provided the author- 
ities on how these lands should be used. Out of all these it seems the 
greatest contradiction and confusion lies with the controversial question 
of recreation and forest harvesting. 


In last week's issue of "Time" magazine (May 28th, 1973) under 
the section "Environment" the following is stated "SERIOUS AS IT HAS BE- 
COME, THE PROBLEM OF AIR AND WATER POLLUTION IS NOT BEYOND SOLUTION. 
TECHNOLOGY AND HARD WORK CAN STILL CORRECT MAN'S CARELESS MISTAKES. 

BUT MAN'S DESTRUCTIVE CHANGES TO LAND THROUGH USE MAY WELL BE IRREVERS- 
IBLE." This message is what this effort of mine is about. 


When designating land for uses, particularly forest land, if it 
is to remain forest land, it seems very essential that we carefully 
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assess, in depth, all the ramifications ,keeping uppermost in our minds 
that this earth is our only habitat and will be as long as our species 
survives. We would do well, then, to treat it carefully and take care- 
ful thought in planning uses. Generations of people come and go and 
there is a constant turnover of individuals and therefore this genera- 
tion's wants are ephemeral. Hence, in dealing with forest land the 
"steady state" point of view seems to be through generations the only 
wise approach. Thus, we must be wary of the tendency to consider the 
problem in short terms and on a piecemeal basis, with a perspective 
that is not sufficiently broad in scope. 


Decisions based on this generation's interest alone can be dis- 
astrous, if not based on sound knowledge and consideration of good hus- 
bandry, and of the future. It can be disastrous if approached without 
the proper perceptions which include the natural processes by which the 
land and the living things have achieved their characteristic forms. It 
would seem the challenge above all else should be clear to those in 
authority in making decisions that their decisions be based on uses in- 
tegrated or otherwise which will create a healthy landscape or a system 
in which we humans are not only a part, but the responsible agent. This 
to me is what good husbandry means. 


It is because I feel that there is a great possibility that 
the dimensions of the problem which to me seem essential will not be 
emphasized and carefully considered that the following is being written. 
The dimensions are: - 


1. Watersheds as a whole should be considered before dealing with its parts. 


In the directive, issued by the Environment Conservation Authority, to 
guide the public in presenting submissions to these hearings, it states 
that "The Eastern Slopes will be divided into separate districts cor- 
responding to the five major watershed basins." These are nailed and 
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numbered. Many people probably wili not fully realize that these water- 
sheds or drainage basins are not whole watersheds but only portions of 
the drainage basins of three major rivers of Alberta and North and West- 
ern Canada; the Peace and Athabasca of the MacKenzie River system; and the 
North and South Saskatchewan, which belong to the Nelson River system 

and which supply water, not only to the Province of Alberta, but also 
to Saskatchewan and Manitoba. This region (the East Slopes) is not only 
of extreme importance as a source of water, being the major headwaters 

of these rivers of Alberta, but also is well forested and is the source 
of wood supply to the two major forest industries in Alberta. It is, 
therefore, of major importance, it seems to me, that the authorities 

take into careful consideration in their decisions, a co-ordinated plan 
of land utilization on a long-term basis for the whole of these drainage 
basins (at least for those parts which are in the Province of Alberta), 
that is, values and uses of a watershed as a whole should first be deter- 
mined before permanent uses of the parts can be considered. In the 
United States, unified river basin planning and development is recognized 


as fundamental to good planning. 


2. World events and its influence on land use in Alberta are most 


important. 


In considering land use in this region, or any other region of Alberta, 
I feel we have to look beyond our own borders for many of the answers, 
in that the world has become far too small a place and we have become 
far too vulnerable. Nor can we isolate ourselves from world events 
which are taking place at an ever-increasing pace. In other words, it 
is foolish for us to consider the future with which we should be most 
concerned, without considering events outside our borders as well as 
within which have a bearing on the use of land and which will sooner or 
later affect us. Besides,attempts to look into the future, twenty-five, 
fifty, or more, years are most difficult and fraught with uncertainties. 
Nevertheless, it is necessary to do so if our planning is to be as sound 
as possible. Last year's June issue of the Forestry Chronicle contains 
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an article which takes in world events and is also, I consider, a well- 
balanced forecast, and a guide for forest land use planning. A copy of 
this article is being attached for your consideration. It is evident 
from this article, and the recent forecast of others, that today's forest 
acreage in Alberta is more than we shall have in the future. 


3. Designating land on which to manage and grow forest crops must be 
on a permanent long-term basis. 


From the foregoing it is all the more important to make our land-use 
plans sound on a long-term basis since we must supply our future needs 
for forest-derived services from a land base that will be lessening to 
provide land for non-forest uses. But where? We don't know. Up to 
now, there has not been any adequate, concrete action taken to plan, or 
implement plans, on a regional or watershed basis, preferably on a 
watershed basis. Up to recent years, before the recreationists came a- 
Tong with ideas of setting aside extensive wilderness areas, it was 
thought that these very same Rocky Mountain and Eastern Slopes at least 
could be relied on to remain for forest management. The approach by the 
authorities has been, as this East Slopes approach is, to evaiuate land 
and its use on a piecemeal basis, in other words, without regard to 
their place in the general economy in terms of entities of watersheds, 
including farm, forest and stream in a balanced unit. 


During the years I was with the Alberta Forest Service, a 
great deal of my effort was toward attempts to convince the authorities 
that a permanent division should be made between areas to be cleared 
eventually for agricultural purposes and those which would remain perm- 
anently forested. Full realization of this was never accomplished so 
that even to this day there still appears to be a twilight zone at the 
boundaries of these two major land uses. Efforts were also made to set 
up managed forested areas within the major agricultural areas for envi- 
ronmental protection, i.e. water conservation purposes, aesthetic pur- 
poses, game preserves, etc., and as an eventual source of forest 
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products supply to local people. This latter resulted in utter failure. 
No one in authority could be made to see that the first one was a major 
step of utmost importance to forestry and the second to the long-range 
benefit of the Province. However, there was a division of sorts tempor- 
arily established which we made do to go ahead in forestry with manage- 
ment plans hoping that the boundaries would stay as we guessed they _- 
should stay. 


I do not feel that the Canada land inventory has helped the 
situation at all. It is unnecessarily involved and has unnecessarily 
delayed the important phase of assignment of use. As an example, I have 
always thought that separate maps by land classification by use were ab- 
solutely silly. This becomes very apparent when overlays of these are 
Superimposed one on another for the same area. It makes a dog's break- 
fast out of the area. People have even attempted to computerize these 
data in order to obtain some sense. I understand that all respectable 
computerizers pay real attention to the letters G.I.G.0. which means 
garbage-in garbage-out. 


4. Qualified persons with concern for future generations should be 
given the responsibility of assigning use of land in forested areas. 


Land use in forested areas must be considered in terms of decades and 
even centuries with the awareness that the quality of such work will be 
judged in days to come by people yet unborn; that is, this generation 

are just custodians of land and there must be continuity of use (a steady 
state) in order to make forest use worthwhile. Because of this basic 
premise, I feel that the government's approach to land use, multiple use, 
integrated use or whatever, of land and assignment of use is wrong for 
reasons which hinge on the following quote: 


The Club of Rome commissioned a book The Limits to Growth 
published last year. It makes an observation which is very obvious when 
one stops to think about it. It says “THE MAJORITY OF THE WORLD'S PEOPLE 
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ARE CONCERNED WITH MATTERS THAT AFFECT ONLY FAMILY OR FRIENDS OVER A 
SHORT PERIOD OF TIME, OTHERS (FEWER) LOOK FURTHER AHEAD IN TIME OVER A 
LARGER AREA. ONLY A VERY FEW PEOPLE HAVE A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE THAT EX- 
TENDS FAR INTO THE FUTURE." Because of this, I do not believe public 
hearings on land use, particularly forest land, is the right approach. 
In this matter the democratic approach is cockeyed if what people say 

is going to have a bearing on assignment of use. I believe that it is 
beyond most of the public's comprehension; certainly it is most diffi- 
cult for people to realize forest and forest land is not like minerals 
(a wasting asset); nor is it like an agricultural crop because of its 
long-term cycle of growth, and too, because it is not easily handled. 
Thus the effect of inadequate policies (and these hearings are among 
them) dealing with its foundation the land, should not be left to poorly 
informed, short-sighted people to decide. The decision should be left 
to people fully trained and capable of making long-range decisions. 
Probably there 1S no more responsible class of people than professional 
foresters. What other group of people can you think of who are willing 
to spend their lives dealing with a crop which one forester starts and 
another harvests simply because one individual's life span is not long 
enough? They must be far-sighted and have concern for the years to come 
or they would not be foresters. 


5. Uses of forest land can be made compatible even on the same acre. 


In my opinion the popular approach in assigning use of forested areas 
particularly is also wrong, i.e. separate use for separate areas. Rec- 
reation of all types can be made to be compatible with removing trees 
that should be harvested or vice versa. I believe that a forested area 
should be handled by those who have a sense of husbandry. Most of our 
forested areas must be managed whether the present-day city dwellers, 
i.e. prospective recreationists,like it or not, because there are too 
few acres of livable land in the world for the population to do other- 
wise. The Canadian Institute of Forestry Forest Land Policy statement 
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has, in my opinion, the right approach in stating that "Most forest land 
can satisfy a number of uses, including the growing and harvesting of 
tress, and the providing of a variety of recreational experiences, clean 
water and an attractive environment managed properly of course." Surely 
no one in their right sense expects trees of a forest to be left stand- 
ing until they become decadent, particularly if fire is to be kept out. 
It should be left to the forester to choose the type of silviculture to 
be practised, particularly in certain areas of natural beauty and, there- 
fore, more attractive to urban dwellers. It should be economically pos- 
sible to introduce into logging systems techniques without the use of 
heavy machinery>which would enhance the scenery. I understand the Swiss 
use methods which they call naturalistic silviculture, which include 
cutting systems which are fully adapted to local conditions. The forest 
never ceases to be "forest". The complicated biocentric relationships 

of this system in their country have shown themselves to be highly stable. 
The lasting protection and social benefits of the naturally managed for- 
ests in mountainous areas are not to be underestimated. In Switzerland, 
the disadvantages of this system are small compared with its advantages. 
But considerable silvicultural knowledge is required. 


There is no question that nature love is in a large degree a 
genuine religious experience of extreme importance to those who exper- 
jience it. We, therefore, have no moral right to restrict nor disparage 
it. And even if we take a rationalist view and deny the presence of a 
divine element, it remains an experience of value and importance and 
should always be considered and allowed for. This can be done, in my 
opinion, without the necessity of setting aside large forested areas as 


so-called "wilderness". 


6. In-depth research in forest ecology is most essential for both the 


future health of forested areas as well as for their effect on the 


environment. 


Insofar as forest ecology in its true sense is concerned there is no one 
in Canada, let alone Alberta, that knows enough about the subject to be 
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an authority. J.P. Kimmins of the University of British Columbia, Fac- 
ulty of Forestry, who probably is as knowledgeable in this subject as 
anyone in Canada, has this to say: "The forest is an ecosystem. An eco- 
system is an ecological system of impressive complexity, containing an 
extremely large number of interacting components about which we know re- 
markably little other than generalities..." "Although our knowledge of 
forest ecology is still woefully inadequate we do know enough to be able 
to categorize certain types of forestry practice as unsuitable in cer- 
tain types of ecosystems: unsuitable in terms of not meeting our manage- 


ment objectives..." "It is my conviction that the resolutions to many 
of the undesirable aspects of the activities of man, the forester, tie 
in increased research into both forest ecology and the ecology of for- 
estry. In both endeavours, the ultimate goal should be a total eco- 
logical classification of the forest resource, coupled with an inter- 


pretation of classification into operational management terms." Perhaps 
here is where the quarter of a million dollars should have been spent 
instead of employing C.D. Schultz's firm to give opinions on what the 
Alberta Forest Service should know already, had their Minister had con- 


fidence in their opinion. 
SUMMAT ION 


Some twenty-five or more years ago Aldo Leopold wrote > "We have no land 
ethic yet", meaning the world "land" to include soils, waters, plants, 
and animals. The man-land relationship is still Strictly economic, en- 
tailing privileges but not obligations. This, I believe, is still a 
fact. He says,and I agree, that "A system of conservation and land use 
based solely on economic self-interest is hopelessly lopsided. It tends 
to ignore and thus eventually to eliminate many elements in the land 
community that lack commercial value but that are (as far as we know) 
essential to its healthy functioning." Health is the capacity of the 
Jand for self-renewal. Ecological knowledge will help us understand 

and preserve this capacity. Forestry to be sound must aim toward 
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planning and managing toward a material environment rather than creating 
an artificial one. As Aldo Leopold says, the combined evidence of his- 
tory and ecology seems to support one general deduction: the less vio- 
lent the man-made changes the greater the probability of success in our 
management efforts. 


I am as anxious as anyone to leave land natural if this were 
possible on a continuing basis. With present and future population 
pressures I do not believe this can be. Besides, quoting Rene Dubos, 


"Nature has 'junkyards' too-: These can be created by leaving a for- 
ested area undisturbed>and the natural succession of tree species will 
often tend toward such conditions. Fire in the past has in many cases 
cleaned up these ‘junk yards'. In such cases, without man's help, suc- 


cession has to start from the bottom again. 


For all our permanentforest land our policies should always 
be based on conservation which should rest primarily on our willingness 
to co-exist. By conservation, that is forest conservation, is meant the 
dynamic one of deliberate and planned manipulation of forests in such a 
manner that many and varied benefits which forests can confer on mankind 
are maintained unimpaired and indeed enhanced, wherever possible on the 
same and every acre and still remain in health. This is conservation in 
the sense of the widely accepted definition, "preservation through wise 
use". It implies firstly the conservation of forest soils in a healthy 
and productive state, for no forests can flourish without continued soil 
fertility. Likewise, it implies the maintenance in perpetuity of all the 
particular products and benefits direct and indirect for which forest 
land can provide if managed properly. Thus the idea of sustained yield 


in perpetuity is applicable equally to: 


1. PRODUCTION OF WOOD, WOOD FIBRE AND OTHER PRODUCTS FOR COMMERCIAL USE. 
2. WATER AND SOIL CONSERVATION. 
3. PRESERVATION OF SCENERY. 
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4. CONTINUED PROVISION OF TRUE RECREATIONAL BENEFITS. 
5. MAINTENANCE OF WILDLIFE HABITATS. 
6. SCIENTIFIC VALUES. 


The pressure of pressure groups with their own selfish wants 
uppermost Causesconflicts which administrators must face up to without 
favour and which should not detract from the objectives of good resource 
management which, I believe, is the above. THIS IS THE CHALLENGE WHICH 
THIS GENERATION OF ADMINISTRATORS HAVE TO FACE UP TO,BUT WITH WISDOM 
BASED ON SOUND KNOWLEDGE. 


R.D. Loomis 
Retired Forester 
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APPENDIX "A" 
WHAT LIES AHEAD? 


by 
John A. Zivnuska 
School of Forestry and Conservation 
University of California 


Berkeley, U.S.A. 


(Presented originally at the Future of Forestry Symposium 1971, at the 
University of British Columbia) 


The year is 1921. Some 115 million people live in the United 
States and Canada. The automobile is becoming commonplace, but horse- 
drawn wagons still deliver milk, ice, and vegetables along most city 
streets. Roads are unpaved, dust in the heat and mud in the rain. A 
coast-to-coast trip takes five days and nights by train, in coaches fil- 
led with coal dust. The small boy dashes out in wild excitement at the 
unfamiliar sound of an "aeroplane" engine. His elders dream that some- 
day man may fly from New York to Paris. The usual work week is six 
days. The combined federal budgets of the U.S. and Canada amount to 
less than 5 billion dollars. The slaughter of trench warfare in the World 
War is fresh in mind, yet the League of Nations is already in deep trouble 
as the world's hope for peace. The North American timber cut amounts to 
13 billion cubic feet. One-third of the people are ill fed and il] 
housed. In the November Journal of Forestry, Aldo Leopold raises the 
question of "whether the principle of highest use does not in itself 
demand that representative portions of some forests be preserved as 


wilderness." 


kk 


The year is 1971. There are 224 million people in the United 
States and Canada. The automobile dominates North American life. Mas- 
sive freeways split cities and landscapes into illogical and almost to- 
tally separated segments. A coast-to-coast trip takes five hours by air, 
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with an in-flight movie to help pass the time. The small boy turns off 
the television set, bored with another moon landing. His elders complain 
of high taxes. The four-day work week is becoming established. The com- 
bined federal budgets of the United States and Canada amount to more than 
225 billion dollars. Man continues busily killing his fellow man, with 
recognition of the potential for total destruction leading to a deliber- 
ate, but precarious, check on the total escalation of violence. The 
North American timber cut amounts to 16 billion cubic feet. One-third 

of the people are ill fed and i11-housed--but by somewhat different 
standards. In the June Forestry Chronicle, Roy Sutton, reporting on a 
forestry meeting in Ontario, notes: "Overtly, at least, no one expressed 
total opposition to the idea of reserving as wilderness some part of 

the forest estate." 
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With this synopsis of the last fifty years in mind, what can we 
expect in the decades ahead? Some simplifying assumptions must be made 
to approach this question of the shape of the future. The most obvious 
and important assumption is that the world continues to avoid nuclear 
annihilation. This is not an assumption of peace and amity, but rather 
one of continuing struggle and violence, with intermittent outbreaks of 
open warfare beingheld to a level that does not lead to a third and 
final world war. 


Under this assumption of sufficient peace to enable survival 
and the continuation of progress, how many people will there be in an- 
other fifty years? The continuing downward trend in the birth rate in 
the U.S. has made a tapering off of population growth to a stable level 
appear as a real possibility. In considering this, I am reminded of the 
1930's when demographers were projecting a stable population in the U.S. 
at a level of around 180 million people. World War II and the post-war 
baby boom blew the top off this and endlessly soaring population projec- 
tions came into vogue. Now a stable population is emerging again as a 
realistic possibility. 
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With the apparent tendency of each generation to reverse its 
parents in such matters, one might well argue that all this will change 
again. However, the reasons for the current low birth rates are very 
different than in the 1930's. The environmentally-concerned young couple 
today can reduce their ultimate ecological impact by limiting the number 
of their children, while simultaneously assuring themselves of a higher 
personal level of material consumption by this very act of family limita- 
tion. This is a beguiling prospect indeed! 


Thus I will assume a continuing movement toward a stable popu- 
lation and take the lowest published projection of the U.S. Bureau of 
the Census as my guide to the future population. This give a population 
of 299 million people in the United States by the year 2021. Canada 
should grow somewhat more rapidly, so total North Americanpopulation 
might approximate 335 million people. 


There will also be important shifts in the distribution of this 
population by age classes, which in turn will lead to major social and 
economic changes. For example, under the low birth rates basic to this 
projection, total population will increase by nearly 50%, but the num- 
bers of those less than 20 years of age will increase by less than 10%. 
Thus the "under 20" age class will drop from 37% of the total popula- 
tion in 1971 to only 28% in 2021. 


The impacts of such shifts in the age structure will take many 
forms. The effects of this prospect for a declining rate of increase 
in the younger age classes is already making itself felt in educational 
planning and financing. Building patterns, forms and levels of outdoor 
recreation, and all other demands on the forests must be expected to 


shift in response to this changing age class structure. 


In the 1930's the outlook for a stable population was commonly 
linked to the problems of secular stagnation and high unemployment levels. 
These are issues which will surely be of concern as we move toward 2021. 


1530 


An economy geared to rapidly expanding population must undergo some mas- 
Sive adjustments to adapt to the very different circumstances of a trend 
toward stability. 


Production is no longer the central economic problem in North 
America. Current problems lie far more in the distribution of purchas- 
ing power and in the adequacy of markets to keep the economy moving. 
As the rate of increase in population slows down and finally ends in a 
stable population, one of our most reliable sources of market expansion 
will gradually disappear. In simple terms this is the reason that in 
the past the prospect of a stable population was linked with economic 
stagnation. 


To this must be added the impact of shifting social values and 
the mounting concern with the impact of technological processes on the 
quality and even the viability of the envirunment. Many advocates of 
zero population growth also opt for zero economic growth. The Gross 
National Product is a second béte notre to them. In this they betray 
their failure to understand the systems they wish to control. 


As the externalities of our economic processes are increasingly 
internalized, both the costs and the values of the output of goods and 
services will rise more rapidly than the increase in physical volume. 
Major capital investment will be required to compensate for the ecolog- 
ical ravages of the past and to eliminate them from future production 
processes. Growth in the GNP is essential if environmental quality js 
to be enhanced. However, the relative importance of the various compo- 
nents of the GNP must undergo a major change. 


While the avoidance of a major world war will be the first great 
test of our culture over the next fifty years, the achievement of almost 
revolutionary changes in the structure of our economic activity will be 
the second great test. 


1531 


If population does tend to stabilize, the year 2021 should find 
North America with its physical plant nearly. completed. The required in- 
ventory of housing should be largely in place. New housing will be main- 
ly replacement housing. Such replacement may be carried out at a far 
higher rate than at present, but the primary driving force of a need for 
additional housing will be gone. 


Similarly the transportation system will be essentially complete. 
Future development will require new directions. During the last one 
hundred years we have saved weeks or even months in the time required for 
a transcontinental trip. During the last fifty years the savings have 
been a matter of days. Today only a few hours remain to be saved. 


Such examples could be multiplied many times. The point is that 
we are rapidly exhausting the potentials of many of the traditional in- 
centives to economic activity. However, our catalog of social and en- 
vironmental problems makes clear that we are not exhausting our needs, 
but only our current goals. The response must be to change directions 
and goals, not to slow down. The avoidance of economic stagnation and 
the enhancement of the quality of life are not simply compatible; they 
are completely interdependent. Over the next fifty years our consumption 
of physical materials will tend to peak and stabilize; our proclivity 
for avoiding direct economic costs at the expense of environmental deg- 
radation will be brought more nearly under control, and personal ser- 
vice must completely dominate physical outputs in the Gross National 


Product. 


Perhaps the current resurgence of interest in handicrafts is 
somehow symbolic of the future in the priority which such activities 
give the individuality over efficiency. In saying this I do not deni- 
grate either technology or efficiency, now or prospectively. My point 
is that our system of basic production will be functioning with such 
efficiency that a large and increasing part of our total effort can and 
must be devoted to ends other than our basic needs for food, clothing 


and shelter. 
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Unhappily, this outlook for North America is not the outlook for 
the world. Despite reductions in birth rates in the more industrialized 
societies throughout the world, world population seems certain to double 
by the year 2000. Extrapolating this trend to 2021 gives results which 
are implausible, if not impossible; yet stabilization is simply not in 
prospect. 


Despite the very real potentials and achievements of the "green 
revolution", the worldwide ability to increase the output of food and 
fiber sufficiently to maintain this expanding population at even the 
current sub-subsistence levels is questionable. And increased output 
seems always to mean increased populations, since birth rates do not 
decline sufficiently rapidly to offset reduction in death rates from 
improved nutrition. 


In short, the contrast in trends here is such that we must ex- 
pect the U.S. and Canada to stand out increasingly as one of the islands 
of resource-rich, low-density populations in an over-populated, im- 
poverished world. The potential for disaster in this situation must be 
of the deepest concern to any thoughtful person. If war is not to be 
the outcome, then other responses must be found. 


One possible response would be immigration into North America 
on a major scale. This would require a reversal of current political 
trends, but it would provide opportunity for the able and the restless 
and would function to reduce stressthrough equalization. If such major 
immigration should take place, then my assumption of a movement toward 
a stable population would be meaningless and all aspects of the view of 
the future which I have sketched would be changed. 


If there is to be neither a major war nor major in-migration, 
then some other form of major response to these pressures must be de- 
veloped. Isolation is a chimera when there are large numbers who will 
need and demand that which we have. The mercantilist view that 
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industrialized nations should be importers, not exporters, of raw materi-+ 
als made sense in the age in which it was formulated, but may be wholly 
inappropriate in the developmental stage into which we are moving. The 
people of North America will surely have to find some means for making 
their resources more available to the population of the world over the 
next fifty years. Whatever the exact form, some strong impact of world 
demand on North America is inevitable. 


In short, I am projecting a half-century of marked and increas- 
ing ambivalence in our national goals and national programs in North A- 
merica. We will be engaged in an increasingly desperate straddle between 
mounting world demands for the material means of subsistence and increas- 
ing domestic demands for leisure and improvement in the quality of living. 
If we are to ride these two wild horses simultaneously, we surely must 
achieve very great increases in our strength through economic development 
and intensified management of our resources. 


This ambivalence in national goals will nowhere be more marked 
than in the forestry sector of our socio-economic system. 


The next fifty years will see the final stage of the four- 
century-long, continent-wide process of conversion from old-growth to 
young-growth forest stands. The rationalization of forest management 
and wood processing will become both possible and imperative. With pop- 
ulation stabilizing and the physical plant largely in being, domestic 
demands for wood should stabilize toward the end of the period, quite 
possibly at a somewhat lower level than the peak demand reached by the 
end of this century. Solid wood products such as lumber and plywood 
will definitely be on the decline, with fiber-based products, including 
types which have not yet emerged, increasingly dominating markets for 
durable as well as non-durable wood products. 


At the same time the demands of world markets on North American 
forests will be very greatly increased, with a mounting share of the 
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total cut moving to export markets in semi-finished form at best. It 
would be difficult indeed to spell out the balance of payments adjust- 
ments which will enable this, but solutions to such problems must be 
worked out if the assumption of no world-wide war is to be realistic. 


These demands must be met from a land area appreciably smaller 
than that now classified as commercial forest land. Alternative land 
uses, including agricultural expansion, will shift large areas out of 
primary timber use. Short rotation, highly intensive management of the 
better sites available for timber production will be the key to meeting 
the demands for wood. The demands for specialty grades, including our 
current prime grades of sawlogs and veneer longs, will be met from trees 
of larger size grown and harvested on lands in which timber production 
will be a secondary objective. 


With mounting understanding and concern about the complex en- 
vironmental interactions resulting from human actions, increasing weight 
will surely be given to forests as a major environmental force. This 
will not be simply a matter of intensified watershed management, but 
rather a return to the far more comprehensive concept of forest influ- 
ences with which foresters were concerned in the last century. Fortu- 
nately in terms of potential conflicts in land use, vigorously growing 
young forests appear generally to approach the optimum condition from 
the standpotnt of environmental influences. Naturally there are excep- 
tions to this. For example, programs of deliberate reduction of forest 
stacking and even of forest removal may be followed in areas from which 
increased water yields are critically important. 


Although wilderness advocates frequently state that what is 
saved in the next decade is all that will even be saved, we can be whol- 
ly confident that efforts to set aside additional areas as wilderness 
will continue through the next half-century and beyond. The more criti- 
cal problem, however, will be to save those areas which have been set 
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aside. The concept of wilderness as exemplified in the U.S. by the Wild- 
erness Act of 1964 is marked by anachronistic elements which almost guar- 
antee the environmental degradation of these areas. For example, legal 
interpretation of the requirement that there shall be "no structure or 
installation within any such area" has led to the removal of even the 
most rudimentary provision for human wastes in areas classified as wil- 
derness, thus eliminating any opportunity for constructive action to re- 
duce this source of water pollution. More important, there is a complete 
lack of any provision for the highly sophisticated and skilled form of 
management which is essential if these areas are to be protected from 
further damage, to say nothing of reducing the damage which has already 
taken place. 


Stephens Spurr has pointed out that the word wilderness once 
meant a "piece of ground in a large garden or park, planted with trees, 
and laid out in an ornamental or fantastic style..." I hope it is 
obvious that I am not suggesting such management for wilderness in the 
future. The important point here is the concept of management specifi- 
cally directed to producing and maintaining environments which are de- 
sirable for particular amenities and for particular types of recreational 
or leisure experiences. After all, if we consider the total volume of 
outdoor recreational activity on both public and private forests and 
other wildlands, it immediately becomes clear that wilderness recreation 
represents only a fraction of one per cent of the total. 


I stress this not to belittle the real importance of the wil- 
derness movement, but rather to suggest to you the tremendous opportunity 
and need for expanded land management to meet the needs of the other 99% 
in an improved manner. Here is a force of great importance and strength 
over the years ahead. Development of projects such as multi-million- 
dollar ski facilities with tertiary sewage treatment can be achieved 
even under current conditions. In the years ahead the development of an 
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environment which simply will be a better place to live, to walk, to 
relax, and to contemplate will increase greatly in importance, not only 
absolutely but also relative to the more overt forms of recreational 
use. 


The obvious fact that it is cheaper in cost and more economical 
of time to transport goods rather than people will have an increasing 
effect on land use and land management over the next half-century. The 
management of open space lands adjacent to urban areas to provide a 
sense of natural experience under conditions of intensive use will be 
greatly expanded. Similarly, there will be intensive efforts to develop 
systems under which large numbers of people can live in structures inter- 
spersed through what is thought of as a natural landscape. These emerg- 
ing patterns will constitute a major opportunity for foresters and 
other resource managers to work with landscape architects and planners 
in the development of total environments managed for people. 


KK 


The year is 2021. Some 335 million people live in the United 
States and Canada. The automobile has been subjugated and serves only 
as one part of a developing total transportation system. A coast-to- 
coast trip still takes nearly five hours, but it is now possible to reach 
the airport in an efficient and sensible manner. The small boy is out- 
side enjoying neighborhood recreational lands. His elders still think 
taxes are too high. Adjustment to a 30-hour work week in primary employ- 
ment has led to a major sector of economic activity known as leisure 
work, in which the individual functions as a producer as well as a con- 
sumer. There are very great inequities and tensions among the major 
blocks of people throughout the world, but recognition that survival 
is a mutual problem has led to programs of international interactions 
mounted on a scale approaching the formerly reserved for war. The 
North American timber cut amounts to 25 billion cubic feet, with one- 
third of this going directly to overseas markets. Although housing 
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generally meets minimum standards, one-third of the people need better 
homes to enjoy a full life. An editorial in the Foresty Journal-Chronicle 
comments: "Wilderness use still represents less than one per cent of 
outdoor recreational activity, which perhaps is one measure of our in- 
creasing effectiveness in managing the non-wilderness environment for 
people". 


The Forestry Chronicle 
Volume 48 Number 5 
June, 1972 
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APPENDIX "B" 


An extract from Aldo Leopold's 
"A 'Sand' County Almanac and 
Sketches Here and There" 


Conservation Esthetic 


Barring love and war, few enterprises are undertaken with such 
abandon, or by such diverse individuals, or with so paradoxical a mix- 
ture of appetite and altruism, as that group of avocations known as out- 
door recreation. It is, by common consent, a good thing for people to 
get back to nature. But wherein lies the goodness, and what can be done 
to encourage its pursuit? On these questions there is confusion of 
counsel, and only the most uncritical minds are free from doubt. 

Recreation became a problem with a name in the days of the 
elder Roosevelt, when the railroads which had banished the countryside 
from the city began to carry city-dwellers, "en masse", to the country- 
side. It began to be noticed that the greater the exodus, the smaller 
the per capita ration of peace, solitude, wildlife, and scenery, and the 
longer the migration to reach them. 

The automobile has spread this once mild and jocal predicament 
to the outermost limits of good roads -- it has made scarce in the hinter- 
lands something once abundant on the back forty. But that something must 
nevertheless be found. Like ions shot from the sun, the weekenders radiate 
from every town, generating heat and friction as they go. A tourist industry 
purveys bed and board to bait more ions, faster, further. Advertisements 
on rock and rill confide to all and sundry the whereabouts of new retreats, 
landscapes, hunting grounds, and fishing lakes just beyond those hinter- 
lands to absorb the exodus accelerated by the roads. A gadget industry 
pads the bumps against nature-in-the-raw; woodcraft becomes the art of 
using gadgets. And now, to cap the pyramid of banalities, the trailer. 
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To him who seeks in the woods and mountains only those things obtainable 
from travel or golf, the present situation is tolerable. But to him who 
seeks something more, recreation has become a self-destructive process 

of seeking but never quite finding, a major frustration of mechanized 
society. The retreat of the wilderness under the barrage of motorized 
tourists is no local thing; Hudson Bay, Alaska, Mexico, South Africa 

are giving away, South America and Siberia are next. Drums along the 
Mohawk are now honks along the rivers of the world. Homo sapiens putters 
no more under his own vine and fig trees; he has poured into his gas 
tank the stored motivity of countless creatures aspiring through the ages 
to wiggle their way to pastures new. Ant-like he swarms the continents. 

This is Outdoor Recreation, Latest Model. 

Who now is the recreationist, and what does he seek? A few 
samples will remind us. 

Take a look, first, at any duck marsh. A cordon of parked cars 
surrounds it. Crouched on each point of its reed margin is some pillar 
of society, automatic ready, trigger finger itching to break, if need 
be, every law of commonwealth or commonweal to kill a duck. That he is 
already overfed in no way dampens his avidity for gathering his meat 
from God. 

Wandering in the nearby woods is another pillar, hunting rare 
ferns or new warblers. Because this kind of hunting seldom calls for 
theft or pillage, he disdains the killer. Yet, like as not, in his 
youth he was one. 

At some nearby resort is still another nature-lover - the kind 
who writes bad verses on birchbark. Everywhere is the unspecialized 
motorist whose recreation is mileage, who has run the gamut of the Nation- 
al Parks in one summer, and now is headed for Mexico City and points 
south. 
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Lastly, there is the professional striving through countless 
conservation organizations to give the nature-seeking public what it 
wants, or to make it want what he has to give. 


Why, it may be asked, should such a diversity of folk be brack- 
eted in a single category? Because each, in his own way, is a hunter. 
And why does each call himself a conservationist? Because the wild 
things he hunts for have eluded his grasp, and he hopes by some necro- 
mancy of laws, appropriations, regional plans, re-organization of depart- 
ments, or other form of mass-wishing to make them stay put. 


Recreation is commonly spoken of as an economic resource. Sen- 
ate committees tell us, in reverent ciphers, how many millions the pub- 
lic spends in its pursuit. It has indeed an economic aspect--a cottage 
on a fishing lake, or even a duck-point on a marsh, may cost as much as 
the entire adjacent farm. 


It has also an ethical aspect. In the scramble for unspoiled 
places, codes and decalogues evolve. We hear of ‘outdoor manners’. 
We indoctrinate youth. We print definitions of "What is a sportsman?" 
and hang a copy on the wall of whosoever will pay a dollar for the prop- 
agation of the faith. 


It is clear, though, that these economic and ethical manifesta- 
tions are results, not causes, of the motive force. We seek contacts 
with nature because we derive pleasure from them. As in opera, economic 
machinery is employed to create and maintain facilities. As in opera, 
professionals make a living out of creating and maintaining them, but 
jt would be false to say of either that the basic motive, the raison 
d'etre, is economic. The duck hunter in his blind and the operatic 
singer on the stage, despite the disparity of their accoutrements, 
are doing the same thing. Each is reviving, in play, a drama formerly 
inherent in daily life. Both are, in the last analysis, esthetic ex- 
ercises. 
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Public policies for outdoor recreation are controversial. Equal- 
ly conscientious citizens hold opposite views on what it is and what 
should be done to conserve its resource base. Thus the Wilderness So- 
ciety seeks to exclude roads from the hinterlands, and the Chamber of 
Commerce to extend them, both in the name of recreation. The game- 
farmer kills hawks and the bird-lover protects them in the name of shot- 
gun and field-glass hunting respectively. Such factions commonly label 
each other with short and ugly names, vhen, in fact, each is considering 
a different component of the recreational process. These components 
differ widely in their characteristics or properties. A given policy 
may be true for one but false for another. 


It seems timely, therefore, to segregate the components, and 
to examine the distinctive characteristics or properties of each. 


We begin with the simplest and most obvious: the physical 
objects that the outdoorsman may seek, find, capture, and carry away. 
In this category are wild crops such as game and fish, and the symbols 
or tokens of achievement such as heads, hides, photographs, and speci- 


mens. 


All these things rest upon the ideas of trophy. The pleasure 
they give is, or should be, in the seeking as well as in the getting. 
The trophy, whether it be a bird's egg, a mess of trout, a basket of 
mushrooms, the photograph Of a bear, the pressed specimen of a wild 
flower, or a note tucked into the cairn of a mountain peak, is a certif- 
icate. It attests that its owner has been somewhere and done something-- 
that he has exercised skill, persistence, or discrimination in the age- 
old feat of overcoming, outwitting, or reducing-to-possession. These 
connotations which attach to the trophy usually far exceed its physi- 


cal value. 


But trophies differ in their reactions to mass-pursuit. The 
yield of game and fish can, by means of propagation or management, be 
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increased so as to give each hunter more, or to give more hunters the 
same amount. During the past decade a profession of wildlife management 
has sprung into existence. A score of universities teach its techniques. 
conduct research for bigger and better wild animal crops. However, when 
carried too far, this stepping-up of yields is subject to a law of 
diminishing returns. Very intensive management of game or fish lowers 
the unit value of thetrophy by artificializing it. 


Consider, for example, a trout raised in a hatchery and newly 
liberated in an oyerfished stream. The stream is no longer capable of 
natural trout production. Pollution has fouled its waters, or deforesta- 
tion and trampling have warmed or silted them. No one would claim that 
this trout has the same value as a wholly wild one caught out of some 
unmanaged stream in the high Rockies. Its esthetic connotations are 
inferior, even though its capture may require skill. (Its liver, one 
authority says, is also so degenerated by hatchery feeding as to fore- 
bode an early death.) Yet several overfished states now depend almost 
entirely on such man-made trout. 


All intergrades of artificiality exist, but as mass-use in- 
creases it tends to push the whole gamut of conservation techniques to- 
ward the artificial end, and the whole scale of trophy values downward. 


To safeguard this expensive, artifictal, and more or less help- 
less trout, the Conservation Commission feels impelled to kill all herons 
and terns visiting the hatchery where it was raised, and all mergansers 
and otters inhabiting the stream in which it is released. The fisher- 
man perhaps feels no loss in this sacrifice of one kind of wildlife for 
another, but the ornithologist is ready to biteoff tenpenny nails. 
Artificialized management has, in effect, bought fishing at the expense 
of another and perhaps higher recreation; it has paid dividends to one 
citizen out of capital stock belonging to all. The same kind of bio- 
logical wildcatting prevails in game management. In Europe, where wild 
crop statistics are available for long periods, we even know the ‘rate 


1543 


of exchange’ of game for predators. Thus, in Saxony one hawk is killed 
for each seven game birds bagged, and one predator of some kind for 
each three head of small game. 


Damage to plant life usually follows artificialized management 
of animals--for example, damage to forests by deer. One may see this in 
north Germany, in northeast Pennsylvania, in the Kaibab, and in dozens 
of other less publicized regions. In each case overabundant deer, when 
deprived of their natural enemies, have made it impossible for deer food 
plants to survive or reproduce. Beech, maple, and yew in Europe, ground 
hemlock and white cedar in the eastern states, mountain mahogany and 
cliffrose in the West, are deer foods threatened by artificialized deer. 
The composition of the flora, from wild flowers to forest trees, is 
gradually impoverished, and the deer in turn are dwarfed by malnutri- 
tion. There are no stags in the woods today like those on the walls of 
feudal castles. 


On the English heaths, reproduction of trees is inhibited by 
rabbits Overprotected in the process of cropping partridges and pheas- 
ants. On scores of tropical islands both flora and fauna have been 
destroyed by goats introduced for meat and sport. It would be hard to 
calculate the mutual injuries by and between mammals deprived of their 
natural predators, and ranges stripped of their natural food plants. 
Agricultural crops caught between these upper and nether millstones of 
ecological mismanagement are saved only at the cost of endless indem- 
nities and barbed wire. 


We generalize, then, by saying that mass use tends to dilute 
the quality of organic trophies like game and fish, and to induce 
damage to other resources such as non-game animals, natural vegetation, 


and farm crops. 


The same dilution and damage is not apparent in the yield of 
'indirect' trophies, such as photographs. Broadly speaking, a piece of 
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scenery snapped by a dozen tourist cameras daily is not physically im- 
paired thereby, nor does any other resource suffer when the rate increases 
to a hundred. The camera industry is one of the few innocuous parasites 
on wild nature. 


We have, then, a basic difference in reaction to mass use as 
between two categories of physical objects pursued as trophies. 


Let us now consider another component of recreation, which is 
more subtle and complex: the feeling of isolation in nature. That this 
is acquiring a scarcity value that is very high to some persons is at- 
tested by the wilderness controversy. The proponents of wilderness have 
achieved a compromise with the road-building bureaus which have the cus- 
todyof our National Parks and Forests. They have agreed on the formal 
reservation of roadless areas. Out of every dozen wild areas opened up, 
one may be officially proclaimed 'wilderness', and roads built only to 
its edge. It is then advertised as unique, as indeed it is. Before 
long its trails are congested, it is being dolled up to make work of 
CCC's, or an unexpected fire necessitates splitting it in two with a 
road to haul fire-fighters. Or the congestion induced by advertising may 
whip up the price of guides and packers, whereupon somebody discovers 
that the wilderness policy is undemocratic. Or the_local Chamber of 
Commerce, at first quiescent at the novelty of a hinterland officially 
labeled as 'wild,' tastes its first blood of tourist money. It then 
wants more, wilderness or no wilderness. 


In short, the very scarcity of wild places, reacting with the 
mores Of advertising and promotion, tends to defeat any deliberate effort 


to prevent their arowing still more scarce. 


It is clear without further discussion that mass use involves a 
direct dilution of the opportunity for solitude; that when we speak of 
roads, camoarounds. trails, and toilets as ‘development’ or recreational 
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resources, we speak falsely in respect of this component. Such accommo- 
dations for the crowd are not developing (in the sense of adding or 
creating) anything. On the contrary, they are merely water poured into 
the already thin soup. 


We now contrast with the isolation component that very distinct 
if simple one which we may label ‘fresh-air and change of scene.' Mass 
use neither destroys nor dilutes this value. The thousandth tourist who 
clicks the gate of the National Park breathes approximately the same air, 
and experiences the same contrast with Monday-at-the-office, as does the 
first. One might even believe that the gregarious assault on the out- 
doors enhances the contrast. We may say, then, that the fresh-air and 
change-of-scene component is like the photographic trophy--it withstands 
mass use without damage. 


We come now to another component: the perception of the natural 
processes by which the land and the living things upon it have achieved 
their characteristic forms (evolution) and by which they maintain their 
existence (ecology). That thing called ‘nature study. despite the 
shiver it brings to the spines of the elect, constitutes the first em- 
bryonic groping of the mass mind toward perception. 


The outstanding characteristic of perception is that it entails 
no consumption and no dilution of any resource. The swoop of a hawk, 
for example, is perceived by one as the drama of evolution. To another 
it is only a threat to the full frying-pan. The drama may thrill a hun- 
dred successive witnesses; the threat only one--for he responds with a 


shotgun. 


To promote perception is the only truly creative part of rec- 


reational engineering. 


This fact is important, and its potential power for bettering 
‘the good life’ only dimly understood. When Daniel Boone first entered 
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into the forests and prairies of ‘the dark and bloody ground’, he reduced 
to his possession the pure essence of ‘outdoor American’. He didn't 
call it that, but what he found is the thing we now seek, and we here 
deal with things, not names. 


Recreation, however, is not the outdoors, but our reaction to 
it. Daniel Boone's reaction depended not only on the quality of what he 
saw, but on the quality of the mental eye with which he saw it. Eco- 
logical science has wrought a change in the mental eye. It has dis- 
closed origins and functions for what to Boone were only facts. It has 
disclosed mechanisms for what to Boone were only attributes. We have 
no yardstick to measure this change, but we may safely say that, as com- 
pared with the competent ecologist of the present day, Boone saw only 
the surface of things. The incredible intricacies of the plant and 
animal community--the intrinsic beauty of the organism called America, 
then in the full bloom of her maidenhood--were as invisible and incom- 
prehensible to Daniel Boone as they are today to Mr. Babbitt. The only 
true development in American recreational resources is the development 
of the perceptive faculty in Americans. All of the other acts we grace 
by that name are, at best, attempts to retard or mask the process of 
dilution. j 


a Let no man jumpt to the conclusion that Babbitt must take his 
Ph.D. in ecology before he can 'see' his country. On the contrary, 
the Ph.D, may become as callous as an undertaker to the mysteries at 
which he officiates. Like all real treasures of the mind, perception 
can be split into infinitely small fractions without losing its quality. 
The weeds in a city lot convey the same lesson as the redwoods; the 
farmer may see in his cow- pasture what may not be vouchsafed to the 
scientists adyenturing in the South Seas. Perception, in short, cannot 
be purchased with either learned degrees or dollars; it grows at home 
as well as abroad, and he who has a little may use it to as good advan- 
tage as he who has much. As a search for perception, the recreational 
stampede is footless and unnecessary. 
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There is, lastly, a fifth component: the sense of husbandry. 
It is unknown to the outdoorsman who works for conservation with his 
vote rather than with his hands. It is realized only when some art of 
management is applied to land by some person of perception. That is to 
say, its enjoyment is reserved for landholders too poor to buy their 
sport, and land administrators with a sharp eye and an ecological mind. 
The tourist who buys access to his scenery misses it altogether; so also 
the sportsman who hires the state, or some underling, to be his game- 
keeper. The Government, which essays to substitute public for private 
operation of recreational lands, is unwittingly giving away to its 
field officers a large share of what it seeks to offer its citizens. 
We foresters and game managers might logically pay for, instead of be- 
ing paid for, our job as hushandmen of wild crops. 


That a sense of husbandry exercised in the production of crops 
may be quite as important as the crops themselves is realized to some 
extent in agriculture, but not in conservation. American sportsmen hold 
in small esteem the intensive game-cropping of the Scottish moors and 
the German forests, and in some respects rightly. But they overlook 
entirely the sense of husbandry developed by the European landholder in 
the process of cropping. We have no such thing as yet. It is important. 
When we conclude that we must bait the farmer with subsidies to induce 
him to raise game, we are merely admitting that the pleasures of hus- 
bandry-in-the-wild are as yet unknown both to the farmer and to our- 


selves. 


Scientists have an epigram: ontogeny repeats phylogeny. What 
they mean is that the development of each individual repeats the evolu- 
tionary history of the race. This is true of mental as well as physical 
things. The trophy hunter is the caveman reborn. Trophy hunting is 
the prerogative of youth, racial or individual, and nothing to apolo- 


gize for. 
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The disquieting thing in the modern picture is the trophy 
hunter who never grows up, in whom the capacity for isolation, percep- 
tion, and husbandry is undeveloped, or perhaps lost. He is the motorized 
ant who swarms the continents before learning to see his own back yard, 
who consumes but never creates outdoor satisfactions. For him the rec- 
yeational engineer dilutes the wilderness and artificializes its 
trophies in the fond belief that he is rendering a public service. 


The trophy recreationist has peculiarities that contribute in 
subtle ways to his own undoing. To enjoy he must possess, invade, 
appropriate. Hence the wilderness that he cannot personally see has 
no value to him. Hence the universal assumption that an unused hinter- 
land is rendering no service to society. To those devoid of imagination, 

a blank place on the map is a useless waste; to others, the most valu- 

able part. (Is ‘my share in Alaska worthless to me because I shall never 
go there? Do I need a road to show me the arctic prairies, the goose 
pastures of the Yukon, the Kodiak bear, the sheep meadows behind McKinley?) 


It would appear, in short, that the rudimentary grades of out- 
door recreation consume their resource base; the higher grades, at least 
to a degree, create their own satisfactions with little or no attrition 
of land or life. It is the expansion of transport without a correspond- 
ing growth of perception that threatens us with qualitative bankruptcy 
of the recreational process. Recreational development is a job not of 
building roads into lovely country, but of building receptivity into the 
still unlovely human mind. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: Norman S. Hart. 


Over the past several years the use of motorcycles in Canada 
has undergone a drastic change. In the past, a potential motorcycle 
owner was faced with a limited selection of brands. He could purchase 
a European scooter of the Vespa type, or he could purchase a Harley- 
Davidson, which put him into the leather jacket motorcycle club, stereo- 
type 4 la "The Wild Ones". Fortunately for North Americans, the Japan- 
ese changed most of this with the introduction of their lightweight 
scooter, the Honda 50¢C. More than anything this made motorcycling a 
legitimate pastime on Canadian roads. The Japanese also introduced the 
more popular street and of*-road models that have turned the motorcycle 
into a recreational vehicle. 

It is this use as a recreational vehicle with which we are most- 
ly concerned. More and more the motorcycle and its winter relative, the 
snowmobile, are appearing in hitherto unused areas of our country. As 
leisure increases so too will the use of motorcycles as recreational 
vehicles. The question is whether to ban its use entirely on public 
lands or use common sense to guide motorcycle use in certain directions. 
Basically by “direction" is meant what types of land uses can be com- 
patible with motorcycles. 


Off-Road Uses: 


These uses can be divided into two types: competition and 
private uses. In competition there are basically closed-track races and 
open-area competition. 


Closed-Track Uses 


Included in this grouping are events such as Motocross, Scram- 
bles and Time Trials. Usually the person around the track the most 
number of times within a time period is the winner. These tracks are 
relatively small in area, for the course itself is convoluted and they 
are usually on private land. (See picture below. ) 
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Thus the more extreme forms of motorcycle competition, that is 
the ones that do the most damage to the natural habitat, take place on 
private not public land. 

Less arduous types of competition are run, not within a closed 
track but on open country. These are known as Enduros or Cross Country. 
They are conducted somewhat similarly to a car rally. Here public 
thoroughfares are used in conjunction with private land, with permission 
of the owner. These are not speed events but rather tests of riding 
skill under various types of conditions with the more mud and water 


available the better. (See picture below.) 
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It would be silly to suggest that these types do not harm the 
countryside to a certain extent. However, as these events are normally 
sponsored by motorcycle clubs, they usually are very careful to ensure 
that litter and damage are kept to a minimum. This helps to ensure 

hat the event will be held the following year. 
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Perhaps the type of competition where the riders! skill is 
tested most and where there is the least risk of injury, both to the 
rider and environment, is in Trials Event. Here very little damage is 
done to the environment for the competitors are.few in number, the 
course short and the speeds extremely slow. (See picture below.) 
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Off-Road Non-Competitive Uses 


We also have to consider the private individual. From the 
government's point of view this may be the hardest form of motorcycling 
to regulate. While organized clubs are well aware of their responsibili- 
ties towards "the public" and the environment, I am afraid that this can- 
not be said of all private motorcyclists. The use in question takes the 
form of individuals or groups riding on trails or open public land for 
recreation. If individuals are not careful they have the potential of 
doing more harm to the public conceptions of motorcycling than any good 
done in the past. Obviously, then, where and how a motorcycle is ridden 
is of great concern to persons interested in preserving motorcycling. 


Riding Areas 

Areas such as bird sanctuaries, nature preserves, and walking 
or hiking trails, for example, are not compatible with motorcycle use. 
On the other hand, forestry areas, logging trails, abandoned rights-of- 
way, rolling hills, gravel and sand pits are excellent areas for motor- 
cycles. In these areas there is ample room for motorcycles to operate 
without bruising nature. If common sense and reasonableness are 
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applied to a workable land use plan there should be no need for motor- 
cycles to be excluded from our common natural surroundings. 


Yours truly 


oo caes e ice 


Norman S. Hart- 


#14, 3726 Centre St. No. 
Calgary, Alberta, 
TZE 2Y3 


(Member, Canadian 
Motorcycles Association) 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 
Brief submitted by: Bill Ditchburn 
Box 492 


innisfail 


For Alberta Wilderness Association 


At a time like this it is inevitable to think, not of wilderness 
areas, but of that which will destroy it, civilization. There is a se- 
cret tension between love and despair in anyone nowadays who goes into 
wilderness areas with his eyes open. 


Great wilderness has two characteristics: remoteness, and the 
presence of wild animals. Remoteness cannot be imitated in cheap materials, 
nor can it be restored after being disturbed and mutilated by man. 


It is obvious that two movements are gaining their peak today. 
The power to wipe out our wilderness areas, and the power to love and 
protect it. The power to love it is beyond description, and in no way 
can it be valued in dollars and cents. It is a heritage that many take 
for granted, and do not realize that it is slowly being gobbled up by in- 
dustry and private enterprise with the sanction of our government under 
the guise of progress. 


The power to love it is faded into insignificance created by the 
shadow to wipe it out caused by the inroads of industry or so-called 
progress. 


For every acre actually used by petroleum industry, hundreds more 
are broken open and left wasted. Many people seem blind to the fact of 
the dangers of allowing our wilderness areas to be ruined beyond recovery, 
and I am sorry to say that many, well aware of the heritage of which 
they are being deprived, couldn't care less. 


Cattle grazing in our forest reserves and alpine areas has reached 
the point where there are few, if any, places left outside our national 
parks, not overrun with herds of cattle leaving our wildlife with little, 
or in many cases, none of their age-old winter feeding areas left. This 
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is allowed to continue and increase from year to year regardless of the 
fact that a mere pittance in revenue is realized from these grazing leases. 


This situation is not only disastrous to our elk, moose, sheep and 
deer, but also a bitter disappointment to the thousands of our citizens 
and the ever-increasing number of tourists, to find some of the most won- 
derful scenery in the world overrun with herds of cattle, oi] wells, 
exploration crews, pulp mills and logging operations, gas plants, and last 
but anything not least the very hills being gouged apart by strip mining. 


Reclamation of land in our plains areas following strip coal mining 
can be accomplished quite satisfactorily. This land can be returned to 
its previous productive state, but there is no way that destruction caused 
by strip mining in our mountain areas can be repaired. Anyone that claims 
a mountain or foothill can't be torn apart by strip mining should view 
some of these areas that have been exploited in this manner, and supposedly 
reclaimed. All this destruction for 10¢ per ton of coal, which is what 
we receive in remuneration. 


In October 1972, Bil? 93 was given second and third reading in 
the Legislative Assembly. In essence the restrictive 144 square mile 
size limit was removed and the concept of "buffer" zones areas around 
wilderness where strip mining or quarrying will not be allowed was intro- 
duced. In this process, the boundaries of the Ghost, Siffleur and White 
Goat Wilderness Areas were finalized. Unfortunately our White Goat Wil- 
derness was drastically reduced in size, leaving 316 of the original 
488 square miles with no wilderness protection whatsoever. 


TWO-THIRDS OF OUR SECOND LARGEST WILDERNESS AREA IS NOW CONSIDERED 
TO BE "WACANT PUBLIC LAND": 


Is this the wish of the people of Alberta? Did Albertans realize 
that in order to gain legal protection for their wilderness lands they 
were going to have to give up 316 square miles of one of our favourite 
Wilderness Parks? I think not; rather I think that our legislators have 
misread our wishes. 
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It was only two years ago that the former government put forward 
a tentative Wilderness Areas Act, an Act that was produced in response 
to public pressure, pressure exerted through public hearings throughout 
the Province by conservation associations and by many individual citizens. 
The original Act had certain deficiencies (a maximum size limit; omission 
of the Willmore Wilderness Park; failure to recognize the need to protect 
wilderness for man's recreational use of it). But in spite of this, it 
provided for the first time a vehicle by which wilderness could be given 
Statutory protection. The original Act also provided for a "Wilderness 
Areas Advisory Committee", a committee which would consider the approp- 
riateness of the Ghost, Siffleur and White Goat Wilderness Parks, and 
would receive submissions from the public and government agencies for new 
Wilderness Areas. Unfortunately, it was forced to perform these duties 
under the strictures of (1) a 144 square mile limit unless topographical 
features necessitated a laiger area and (2) the philosophy that recreational 
uses such as fishing, hunting, trail riding or even berry picking were in- 
appropriate in Alberta's Wilderness Parks. In other words the Advisory 
Committee Members were required to consider the appropriateness of con- 
verting Alberta's recreational Wilderness Parks (or parts thereof) to 
ecological preserves, or benchmark wilderness. The government offered 
this Advisory Committee no alternative by which recreational wilderness 
values could be considered along with scientific or aesthetic wilderness 
values in deciding the most appropriate uses of the Ghost, Siffleur, and 
White Goat Wilderness Areas. And therein lies the tragedy of the situation. 
For want of an Act which would protect wilderness as well as benchmark, or 
ecological wilderness, Albertans have lost al] wilderness protection for 
the majority of our lovely and rugged White Goat Wilderness Park! 


Bill Ditchburn, Box 492 Innisfail 
For Alberta Wilderness Association 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: Sylvan Lake & District Fish & Game Association 
(250 menbers) 


We, the members of the Sylvan Lake and District Fish and Game 
Association believe that the most important point in visualizing the 
future uses of the Eastern Slopes of.the Rockies is the retaining of as 
great an area as possible of these slopes in their natural state for the 
continuing use and enjoyment of this and future generations. 


We believe that this can be accomplished only by restricting 
development almost exclusively to the travel corridors already in exis- 
tence. We feel that all water sources and their protection from silta- 
tion and pollution of any kind, is of the utmost importance. Oi] and 
gas exploration should be reduced greatly and should be completely forbid- 
den in strategic areas. Where seismic lines already exist new explora- 
tion should follow them and not cut down additional forest growth. 


We feel that strip-mining or coal should not be allowed and that 
any new underground mines should be along present transportation routes 
only. We should not be in too much of a hurry to exhaust our non-renew- 
able resources. After all, future generations also have a right to share 
in them. 


Renewable resources, such as timber, big game and fur-bearing 
animals, game birds and fish, should be harvested in planned moderation, 
with the aim that continued use of these can be enjoyed under efficient 
regulation. We feel that there should be more supervision of hunting to 
eliminate poaching and other iltegalities. Immediate steps should be 
taken to put some restriction on out-of-season big game hunting by 
Indians. Statistics already available prove the necessity for this. 
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We do not favor the clearcutting of forests because this method 
causes excessive erosion. It is also our view that areas already clear- 
cut should be reforested faster than thus far, and that browse type 
plants suitable for big game food should also be planted in sufficient 
proportion. 


We do not favor any new large area parks. Our province already 
has more park area than any other province. It would also concentrate 
hunting to the detriment of other areas. We would not object to compara- 
tively small no shooting game preserves at such sites as Ram River Falls. 
Forbidding of all shooting near main roads might cut down on some out- 
of-season hunting. 


Availability of trout in Eastern Slopes streams would be an 
important factor for tourism. Some of our streams are almost fishless. 
Many residents find it necessary to go to B.C. and Saskatchewan to fish. 
It should not be so. Many streams are not being replanted with trout 
although they have suitable areas for this where there would be little 
or no mortality. 


The foregoing points, we feel, are very important in the future 
of our Rockies’ Eastern Slopes. We hope that commitments already made 
do not cancel out too many of them. 


All of which is respectfully submitted by the 
Sylvan Lake and District Fish and Game Association. 


Ray Albert, President. 
Bill Lund, Secretary. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by 
Mrs. Dawna H. Newell 


The following has been composed as a private submission to the 
E.C.A. Eastern Slope Hearings. Appreciation and thanks is extended to 
Mr. Edgar T. Jones, President of the Alberta Wildlife Foundation, for 
his advice and help in evaluating some of the proposals. 


The paper is submitted on behalf of the Opportunities for Youth 
Project (43-01-0085): Environmental Education in Edmonton. 


The paper is divided into three major sections: 


I. River Basins and Their Respective Proposals 


II. Recommendations for 
A. Wilderness and the Wildlife Resource 
B. Recreation and Tourism 


III. Conclusion 


Respectfully submitted, 


Dawna H. Newell (Mrs.) 


July 16th, 1973. 
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I. River Basins: 


A. Smoky River Basin. 


Specific Recommendations. 


Ue 


Winter and summer ranges of Rocky Mountain Caribou should 

be included within an expanded Kakwa Wilderness and this 
should then be protected by legislation. Only by this will 
the species propagate. Kakwa Wilderness should be accessible 
by foot and by horseback. However, horse riding activity 
must be restricted in alpine meadows having a permafrost 
table, since damage to the fragile ecosystem would be in- 
evitable and irreparable. 


Alt-terrain vehicles and motorized transportaiton should be 


banned. 


Coal mining and exploration activities for oil and gas are 
incompatible with the concept of wilderness areas. Leases 
should not be renewed and if possible be terminated with the 
establishment of wilderness status. 


Of the proposals outlined for the Smoky River Basin that are 
in my possession, I strongly object to the following: 


1. Torrens River Resort: The proposal is of such a large 
scale I am inclined to question both the necessity of its 
magnitude and the accompanying proposal for an airstrip. 


2. Grande Cache Ski Resort: A study is necessary to estab- 
lish the available snowfall each year. At present prices 
for Alberta's Ski Resorts are not directed at Albertans 
but at touring skiers from outside the Province. This 
appears to be a very marginal area for such a development. 


3. Of the other proposals listed on page 23: 
(a) Winter sports should be outlined specifically. 
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(b) Each proposal should be evaluated in terms of its 
need, impact upon wildlife populations and its 
value to Albertans. 


(c) The cabin-wildlife area proposal is very desirable 
for educational observation purposes. A facility 
of this nature could be utilized for environmental 
education services, servicing the handicapped and 
disabled. 


B. Athabasca River Basin. 
Proposals outlined in my possession which I object to and question: 
1. Silver Summit Alpine Village: 


The proposal as set forth in Obj. 1 would apnear to be feas- 
ible, promising the chalets (NOT condominiums!) were con- 
structed to service family skiing trips. Objective 2; 1-3, 
I strongly object to on the grounds that the environmental 
damage and destruction resulting from construction of an 
artificial lake, tarmac, sports area, condominiums and the 
subdivisions does not outweigh the advantages of retaining 
the area as it is. Sport recreation in terms of hiking and 
fishing is available in the area immediately surrounding 
the lodge. For-enthusiastic anglers, hiking trails could 
be constructed to Wolf Creek and Windfall Creek - assuming 
their fish population is adequate to permit harvesting. 


2. Folding Mountain: 


1. The proposal includes upgrading of airport facilities. 
In my mind aircraft larger than a DC3 are not desirable 
within the foothills; therefore the airport should be 
left as it is. International passengers can do as they 
are already accustomed to doing - renting a U-drive from 
major centers. 
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2. The whole proposal of an additional ski complex seems 
unnecessary when Silyer Summit is so suitably located. 
Past studies indicate the snowfall in the area is too 
unreliable to justify construction of a ski resort, 
particularly one of this magnitude. 


3. No development involving towns or subdivision should be 
located within 20 miles of the National Park boundaries. 


C. North Saskatchewan River Basin. 


Proposals in my possession, which I object to and question: 
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The Odyssey and Mount Cline Leisure Resort: 


Both do not benefit or enhance the foothills environs by 
their huge magnitude. The recreational facilities included 
with both these proposals and others similar to them can be 
located anywhere in Alberta. Golf courses, sauna baths, 
etc. are not beneficial to a foothills location or to tne 
natural inhabitants, and are better located slsewhere. 


Residential cottage development should not be allowed any- 
where in the eastern slopes. The only people benefitting 
would be the wealthy and elite. 


Responses to other proposals in the remaining two river basins, 
in my possession: 


Te 


Bow River Basin: 


Assiniboia: 


I object to its size and its location with respect to the 
border of Banff National Park. No buffer zone. 


Bow River Basin Recreational Development: 


Again, should not be close to park border and I question 
the necessity of such a large amount of facilities. 
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Mt. Rundle Village: 


Should not include a residential community. As a recreation 
resort, the project could be feasible, providing prices ac- 
commodate Albertans. The suggestion to relocate the Banff 
airstrip does not seem reasonable considering the proposal's 
close proximity to Calgary. 


4. Banff Recreational Park: 
(a) Should not be located near park boundary. 


(b) Airport is not deemed necessary. One source of pollu- 
tion is enough. 


{c) Question the usefulness of a golf course when most 
charge prices inaccessible to many but the wealthy 
Albertan tourist. 


5. Bow Wildlife Park: 


Though the theory sounds good, the proposal would seem to 
resemble another Alberta Game Farm. This is a large tourist 
attraction; however, it makes no attempt to exhibit animals 
in their native habitat. Similarly the Bow Wildlife Park 
would also have a difficult time, particularly since they 
would have to create a number of ecosystems not existing in 
that area. Animals artificially fed cannot be studied for 
behavior in the wild, since the situation becomes artificial 
with that one factor. It would seem far better to forget a 
proposal like this and concentrate on the existing WILD 
wildlife populations in the Eastern Slopes. 


* * * * * 


II. Wilderness Areas and the Wildlife Resource: 


1. Establishment of wilderness areas proposed by the Alberta Wilder- 
ness Association should be passed as a piece of legislation. 
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Once established the boundaries may not be reduced for any reason. 
It is essential that protection be guaranteed. This would pre- 
vent encroachment upon wilderness areas by industrial and mining 
interests. The reduction of the White Goat Wilderness Area is 

an example of what may happen to the rest of our wilderness areas 
unless they are protected under law. 


2. Areas including good to excellent wildlife habitat should have 
severe access restrictions placed upon them. Since the demand 
for certain species of wildlife exceeds the supply (in terms of 
recreational hunting), then land use emphasis should be on 
protecting the ranges of these ungulates and other wildlife. 
Hunting should be used as a method of wildlife management only 
where necessary. 


3. Motorized transport and resource exploration and expidicaciuii 
of any type must be banned from the defined wilderness area in 
order to retain it as such. 


4. Limited number of people allowed into wilderness areas each 
year thereby minimizing disturbance to the ungulates inhabiting 
the region. As exploration and extraction activities conflict 
with preservation of wildlife habitat, resulting in long-term 
disturbance and damage to the environment, these activities 
should then be banned from the wilderness area. 


5. Under no circumstances should A.T.V.'s be allowed in wilderness 
areas. 


6. The Kakwa Wilderness area should be established but with ex- 
panded boundaries to include the range of the Mountain Caribou. 


Recreation and Tourism. 


1. Present forestry roads should be maintained and in places upgraded. 
Widening is not recommended, and unnecessary. Speed limits on 
the Forestry Trunk Road should be kept below 50 mph to maintain 
this as a forestry and recreation route - not a highway. 
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In connection with (1) existing roads should be maintained and 
no new roads should be constructed. 


Hunting should NOT be allowed within one mile of access roads. 
This would restrict the number of hunting accidents occurring 
when trucks are mistaken for deer, as has happened in the past. 
Strict enforcement of this regulation would do much to cut down 
the hazards to human life. 


In areas not included within wilderness zones, it is recommended: 


(a) Campgrounds be developed along the Trunk Road and on some 
of the existing access roads. These should meet the present 
standards established within the Provincial Parks. 


(b) Limited recreational facilities may be developed but the 
recreational alternatives to nature hikes must be limited 
to a swimming pool or ski complex. The latter should not 
be so expansive as to cover whole valleys. Facilities of 
this nature are especially important to economically de- 
pressed areas such as Canmore, as an attraction to the 
area and an alternate form of employment to coal mining. 


(c) Recreational proposals having the size and scope of, for 
example, Mt. Rundle Park and The Odyssey, should not be 
allowed, particularly those adjacent to the Park. . Certain 
proposals on a smaller scale and containing more ‘natural’ 
recreation activities are feasible, but the number allowed 
to be built must be restricted, to prevent overdevelopment. 
Natural recreation activities include hiking, fishing and 
riding, but activities like a golf course, sauna bath, 
tennis courts can be enjoyed anywhere. Recreational activi- 
ties in the foothills should be accessible to all Albertans. 


Surface mining in the past has proved detrimental to both water 
quality and the surrounding environment. Thus resource develop- 
ment of this nature must be restricted and developed only if the 
Alberta market justifies exploitation. Reclamation programs are 
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essential to 011, gas and coal exploitation programs. The 
programs must be proven to be ecologically feasible and 
acceptable. 


Water is the prime resource of the Eastern Slopes. Accordingly, 
any activity contributing to the degradation of water quality 
must cease in both the present and future. This implies re- 
strictions on timber operations adjacent to streams where 
erosion would produce stream siltation. STREAMSIDE CLEARING 

FOR ANY PURPOSE SHOULD BE BANNED. Stiff penalties should be 
imposed to ensure these regulations are obeyed. Road construc- 
tion, as previously stated, should not be further developed, but 
maintained. This would eliminate possible future construction 
having a direct impact on water quality. 


Campground amenities must be provided with adequate sewage 
treatment facilities. Existing campgrounds not equipped with 
privies should have them installed immediately. Outdoor privies 
should not be located adjacent to streams where seepage may 
contaminate the water. Those presently situated as such should 
be removed and either replaced with updated facilities or re- 
located. 


There should be no expansion of grazing permits. Existing per- 
mits should be reviewed periodically and renewed only as long 
as domestic stock does not compete with wildlife. 


No expansion for country residences. The Eastern Slopes must 
be spared from subdivision. 


All-terrain vehicles and snowmobiles should be banned from the 
whole of the Eastern Slopes. Aside from disturbing the peace of 
those enjoying the outdoors, both are detrimental to wildlife. 
Too often, sport includes running down game and wildlife or 
chasing them through deep snow, to exhaustion, a practice which 
must not be tolerated. 


Ge 
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10. No proposal involving condominiums or saunas should be allowed 
to develop within 20 miles of the National Park boundaries. 
A buffer zone is essential. 


11. Youth hostels should be constructed with minimal disruption to 
the surrounding environment and with suitable garbage and waste 
disposal facilities. 


12. Crown land should NOT be sold - only leased. 


Conclusion. 


Of the land use strategy for development of the foothills outlined 

in 'The Resources of the Foothills', pages 30-32, Management Strategy 
B seems most suitable with one exception; a few facilities could be 
provided but no new roads should be constructed. Any development 
must benefit all Albertans. It is essential that developments be 
owned by Albertans. 


1567 


LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by 
Dale McCoy 


I am sorry I was unable to attend a public meeting, but I would 
like to express some of my thoughts on the Eastern Slopes. 


There is a great need for an act to define land use. This act 
should designate various areas on the East Slopes and surrounding area, 
for wilderness, recreation, tourists, and industry. If the act is more 
restrictive overdevelopment will not occur and nature will not be dis- 
turbed or destroyed. However, if further development is desirable, 
action could be taken through later legislation. 


Once the natural environment is upset, it is difficult to restore. 
Mountain terrain has a limited capacity for people's use. Some of the 
proposed recreation areas are in the heart of our big game wintering 
sites. Without these areas in an undisturbed state our animals such as 
elk, sheep, goat, and grizzly bear will cease to exist in our mountains. 
Overuse and abuse ruins vegetation and sets erosion in motion. 


If developments such as campgrounds were established skirting 
towns, such as Edson, Rocky Mountain House and Hinton, rather than cen- 
tering them on the Eastern Slopes, Alberta's small town economy would 
boom as well. Development in areas where transportation is already es- 
tablished will save destruction of wildlife habitat; and people travelling 
long distances to Alberta's Rockies will see the wilderness they came to 
see. 


If camping facilities are developed with foresight all people 
will be able to enjoy our mountain beauty. Hiking trails, cross-country 
skiing, and similar activities give the public enjoyable recreation 
while despoiling a minimum area. On the other hand downhill skiing, 
snowmobile areas, golf courses, etc. disturb more terrain. As well 
these expensive facilities are available only to people of financial 
means. 
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Many of the natural resources on the Eastern Slopes are valuable 
if preserved for future use or if developed with care. Water from our 
mountains is a valuable and necessary resource we can't afford to lose. 
Our timber is a renewable resource, that if harvested properly will yield 
a profit to our economy for years to come without ruining our countryside. 


At present so much of our lumber is shipped out of Canada that 
good lumber is hard to buy here in Alberta where it is harvested. 


Another example of poor industria] development has occurred in 
the mining of coal. Today Alberta's coal is shipped to foreign countries 
in its raw state, realizing little actual profit to our province. 


As well, some big industries have stated they would establish 
themselves in Alberta only with government Joans. Why should taxpayers 
set up industry, especially a foreign industry, for that industry's profit? 
Also our government is expected to build highways or railroads so these 
industries may harvest our resources. 


Industrial development, therefore, as well as tourist and recrea- 
tional developments of the Eastern Slopes and surrounding areas must be 
handled with foresight and care. 


At present there are 144 applications for development, ranging 
from a few thousand dollars to a recreational complex estimated at 110 
million dollars. Some of these developments require a large amount of 
our mountain or foothill areas, some of which our wildlife cannot afford 
to lose. If we as citizens of Alberta want nature areas for ourselves 
and our children to enjoy we had better act now for once ruined our wild- 
life areas cannot be restored. Pollution also is very expensive to rectify, 
if at all possible. Some of eastern Canada has found this out too late. 
Let's hope the people of Alberta learn from our eastern neighbors. 


To summarize, let's use Alberta with common sense and caution so 
there is an Alberta for tomorrow. 
Yours truly, 


SV / 


ee VAN ps 
Dale McCoy ( 
Box 2361 

Edson, Alberta TOE OPO 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


a i eS Lh A ie Se 


Submitted by the Sarcee Fish and Game Association. 


The Sarcee Fish and Game Association welcomes the opportunity 
to express the views of its members to the Environment Conservation 
Authority in the hope that these views will influence future decisions 
respecting the use of the Eastern Slopes. 


Ideally we see all commercial operations being excluded from 
the Eastern Slopes. However, we recognize that certain legitimate 
(those which do not damage or destroy beyond reasonable reclamation) 
operations should be permitted and in some cases encouraged within the 
area. 


To begin with we see good forestry practices as being compat- 
ible with our views. Good practices see the harvesting of marketable 
timber without the destruction of the area's ability to withstand ero- 
sive forces. Good practices see attention paid to the preservation of 
immature timber plus reforestation. 


We are opposed to the letting of grazing leases in the Provin- 
cial Forests. Available evidence indicates that grazing produces com- 
paratively small returns to the treasury when the loss of range for 


wildlife production is considered. 


We are opposed to the development of mines, particularly coal 
strip mines in any but the four East-West corridor areas. Further we 
oppose the development of new commercial tourist facilities outside of 
these areas. We see the corridors and those presently established 
towns and villages in and on the fringe as providing adequate access to 
the recreation areas on the Eastern Slopes. We do, however, support 
the increase in number (within limits) of small government campgrounds 


in this area. 
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We would like to draw attention to the destructive practices 
of coal exploration activities demonstrated on the mountains in the Red 
Deer Panther River area as well as the slopes to the northeast of the 
Ya-Ha-Tinda government ranch. The scars of this exploration will not 
easily if ever be repaired. In addition, this exploration has en- 
croached on one of the best bighorn sheep areas in the province. 


Let's preserve our invaluable heritage. Let's protect our 
Eastern Slopes from the destruction of greedy commercialism. 


e Fish and Game Association 


Za Sarce 


j 
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Box 219 
Pincher Creek, Alberta 


TOK 1WO 
June 6, 1973 


Land Use Commissioners 

Environment Conservation Authority 
9912 - 107 Street 

EDMONTON, Alberta 

T5K 1G5 


Dear Sirs: 


A shortage of time militates against an extensive 
brief on Use of The Eastern Slopes but I feel compelled 
to express some views for your consideration. 


Those areas of the Eastern Slopes that are at 
present owned by and available to the public should be 
retained to that end. There are several reasons: 


ile Sites selected for commercial development are 
generally the most beautiful ones available. 


Zan Public admission to areas alienated to private 
development may be denied unless they can afford 
the price of admission. 


3i5 Habitat is too often disturbed or destroyed and 
wildlife is denied natural range. 


4. Population pressures point to an increasing desire 
to visit natural regions. Alberta has an opportunity 
to preserve the Eastern Slopes for such visits. 


Access to the Eastern Slopes should be available 
to the public so that they may travel from centres of 
population (where accommodation should be preferred) 
to the Slopes and either utilize camping to remain or 
travel back to the centres for overnight stays. 
Development of this access is a prime Provincial 
responsibility. 


Existing developments should be continued but should 
be restricted to present area. Except in population 
centres, the provision of extensive units of accommodation 
should be prohibited. The development of any additional 


els ax athar wanwmastitaneoy s6e4s ~ t 


number and in size, mist attend to environmental factors 

and should derive from a clearly seen need rather than 

from a profit-making motive. Any such additional development 
would have extensive "local" involvement and commitment. 
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You will note that I am strongly opposed to some 
of the proposals already submitted, involving multi-million 
dollar resorts that are self-contained. Such is not 
perceived as appropriate to the Eastern Slopes of Alberta. 


Respectfully submitted for your consideration. 


Yours sincerely, 


Ervin Dbienth— 


Brian Frankcombe 


BJF/mas 


lez 


Brief to Commissioners on Land Use in The Eastern Slopes 


TOPIC: 


CONCERN: 


ASSERTION : 


Planning 


That inefficient or very slow action by Planning 
Conmissions will bring the concept of planning 
into disrepute. 


The Oldman Planning Commission gives such an 
appearance of ponderous bureaucracy that a 
significant percentage of those dealing with it 
regard it in high disfavor and speak of its 
failures and apparent disregard of the individual. 


EVIDENCE FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 


An application to "subdivide" was made in December 
of 1972. The "subdivision" related to where a 
roadway had run across a quarter section, leaving 
some 90 acres on one side and 60 acres on the 
other. The 60 acres were on the same title as 

the neighboring quarter to the west and the 
subdivision consisted of getting a separate title 
for each of the 60 acres and the quarter section. 


The M. D. of Pincher Creek, through its Secretary- 
Treasurer informed me that the application was 
supported when it was forwarded - too late for 
the December meeting of the Commission, 


Following the January meeting, the application was 
acknowledged by the Commission, with advice that 
the views of the M. D. of Pincher Creek and of 

the Water Resources Branch had still to be 
received. A decision by the February meeting was 
indicated. 


Following the date of the February meeting, I 
sought the decision of the Commission and was 
advised that there was no meeting except of the 
executive, so there would be no decision until 
March. It became evident that tales of years of 
delay could bear credence, so I contacted the 
local member of the Commission (Mr. Crook) and 
found him to be dismayed at apparently unnecessary 
delays. He undertook to press for a decision at 
the March meeting. 
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Following the March meeting, a decision was 
finally received. In the meantime, the purchase 
had been in jeopardy, plans for finance were 

in a state of flux due to uncertainty of need 

and personal patience wore thin. As a result 

of the decision, the Oldman Planning Commission 
extracted $20 from me and placed a caveat against 
one tenth of the 60 acres and of the quarter 
section on the same title. 


CONCGLUSION:The existence of the 60 acres was officially 
recognized but there was no evident benefits 
to me. Rather, I lost time, money and, potentially, 
land, by applying to the Commission. 


RECOMMENDATION : 


I endorse the concept of planning as vital for the 
Eastern Slopes area that is available for purchase. 

I respectfully urge the Commissioners conducting 
this inquiry to seek to make the Planning Commissions 
(at least, that for the Oldman River Basin) more 
prompt, more efficient, more concerned with the 
individual and more liberal in what it leaves for 
the applicant. 


Copies of the letters referred to are available 
for inspection if so desired. 


Yours sincerely, 


Brain Prac hitite— 


Brian Frankcombe 
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PEMBINA RIVER 
FISH » GAME ASSOCIATION 


Box 1178 
WESTLOCK, Alberta 


LANB USE AND RESUURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: L. Leyh 


June 24th, 1973. 


Environment Conservation Authority, 
9912 - 107th Street, 
EDMONTON, Alberta. 


Dear Sir: 


In this age of conforming formality one wonders if a handwritten 
letter will receive the attention its writer desires, but with no alter- 
native I will do so for what it is worth. 


You will no doubt be receiving and may be overwhelmed with briefs, 
letters etc. on the East Slopes subject, many of which may protest against 
certain future developments in the area. This will probably be no dif- 
ferent than many but only in the respect that it will be an appeal. 


Of all the creatures and things that inhabit the earth, man is 
the dominating one. He must, he feels, use or change everything to meet 
his own desires. The world has probably felt a more pronounced effect, 
be it good or bad, by man and from man in this century than in all the 
ages past while man has inhabited the earth. Each and everything, living 
or dead, fill a niche in the nature as it exists or existed. If man 
once did - and he may have - it can be said that he not longer does; for 
we should all agree it could get along quite well without him, But each 
and everything has as much right to be placed on earth as man; and we had 
better start using our knowledge to see that this remains so. 
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There can be no argument that wherever development proceeds, 
and as in the case of the East Slopes before you, changes in the environ- 
ment and the ecology must occur. What we must determine from now on 
and in the future, is how much disruption or change will any development 
cause to occur in and to the environment, etc. We have or can develop 
the knowledge to study these things and to determine just how much change 
we can accept; however the question is will we have the wisdom and the 
time to see all this is done. 


I don't believe it is reasonable to expect that we can say there 
should be no future development of any nature in one area of the East 
Slopes. It is expected to be that naturally there will have to be many 
and they will be varied. Where they will be allowed, and what they will 
be, and to what extent, is what we are to be concerned with. We must 
take a "go slow attitude", for with nature it is better to preserve and 
conserve than to try and rebuild later for that is often impossible. 

It will well be that where we can improve or preserve areas as they now 
are, we can and will increase their value many times over in the future. 


With the above in mind, it is imperative that future develop- 
ments, be they for tourist, resource exploitation or whatever, 
should be allowed to develop only where they are the most beneficial 
with the least effect on the environment and the ecology. Extensive 
studies need to be made of the entire area, even knowing that much has 
been done in the past, before development is allowed to occur in many 
areas. Even so the wisest move we could make in much of the region, 
and this should be determined soon, is to set aside wilderness areas 
and to preserve them that way for all time. Man has an obligation to 
allow space for other living things in this world in which they may ex- 
ist as they desire and propagate their kind. The people of Alberta 
must and should take this attitude, and be leaders in the preservation 
of all things natural. 
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In closing I trust that much will be gained from the East Slope 
Hearings, and that a complete policy can be developed with an open mind 
to change as is necessary. Realizing that all of what I've written has 
been often repeated before, I appeal to you to carefully consider the 
"go slow attitude" on all future developments on the Eastern Slopes. 


Wgsts 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 
Joyce Cole 


1579 
THE CANMORE CORRIDOR 


This area is one of the beauty spots of Canada and is still beautiful 
despite the scars of industry. To the tourist approaching the Rocky Mountains 
from the Calgary area it forms a pathway of beauty to Banff. The attraction 
of the area is the wilderness so this must be given every consideration. 

The area was taken out of the National Park in 1930, and it was taken 
over by the Forestry Department and protected as it had been when a part of 
the National Park, Since that time there have been many changes, so that 
now a buffer zone of one to two miles is needed adjacent to the Banff Park 
area, The approach to the Eastern Park Gate should be in keeping with the 
National Park area, We certainly don't want a Coney Island there or anywhere 
in the Canmore Corridor. 

The type of development should be in keeping with the environment, 
but such that the price of an overnight stay is within the means of the 
average Canadian, Banff itself has lots of high class accommodation for 
the moneyed class, 

Camping and trailer accommodation is needed. The two campsites 
(Pigeon and Bow River - just east of Canmore) are ideal and of the type 
required, Provincially run campsites are preferable to free enterprise. 

Free enterprise is not concerned with the tourist - only in making money, 
This applies also in the Kananaskis Valley and all the Eastern Slope area, 

Canmore and the Pigeon Mountain area should be the main areas of devel- 
opment, They are both served now with traffic circles, 

The Dillingham Corporations proposed plans should serve many of the 
services needed, They are planned to fit in with the environment, 

A large campsite - trailer and motel court can be built east of the 
present trailer, motel centre at Deadman's Flat, The Wind Valley could be 


established similar to a Swiss Village - but not under one big promoter, 


1580 


It could be opened up in blocks to the general public on leases. This should 
not be done until absolutely necessary. 

The Bow River near Deadman's and to Lac des Arcs is suitable for canoe- 
ing but the area being a waterfowl sanctuary an investigation should be 
made of compatibility. 

Ski areas are needed. Before any leases are issued a very thorough 
study must be made to be sure the terrain is suitable and there is adequate 
snow, Water and sewer are essential - downstream use must be considered. 
Our mountain lakes are cold and not suitable for swimming. 

Underwood, McLellan & Associates should be leased only minimum acreage 
adequate for buildings and ski lifts, Lumbering cacihcaine done in such a way 
in the Assiniboia area as to preserve the beauty of the area, The campsite 
should be a Provincial campsite, 

The toad into the Spray - Kananaskis area will have to be upgraded and 
it will be very costly, The Calgary Power built the road from Canmore to 
Three Sisters Dam, The Spray Lumber Co, & Forestry to lumbering areas, 
Calgary Power has a dozer operator keep the roads clear from the Spray Plant 
to Three Sisters but it is only for their own convenience, The Spray hill 
is subject to avalanches, 

Airports are not suitable in mountain settings. The valley is narrow 
and the mountains high which will accentuate the noise, A tarmac means an 
ugly scar - even strip mining will heal with time. The Canmore townspeople 
deserve some consideration, The planes will be flying right over the town in 
order to land - a danger - noise and air pollutant, Also there will be 
very little benefit to Canmore - it is only a service for Banff and most 
often foreign visitors. Hinton is considered near enough for Jasper, 

Spring bank is only 45 minutes away, If our visitors cannot spare that much 


time for an enjoyable drive they should stay at home. 
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The Federal and Provincial governments continue to spend public monies 
advertising our National Parks in foreign countries and very shortly the 
number of visitors will have to be curtailed in the National Parks, The 
Park lands were set aside primarily for the Canadian people, 

We need quick implementation of the new Conservation Land Bill, Five 
to ten years is a ridiculously long time for a new bill, which net with no 
dissent, to become law, Much destruction can be done in that length of time. 
Let's have action now - not ten years hence. 

We need tougher control over freehold land - example - the devastation 
of the land by Steele Bros. lime kilns at Kananaskis. That land has been 
in a sad state now for years and is not improving. 

Lands and Mines have too much control in granting of permits for oil 
and gas - quarries - mining etc. We need more co-operation between the 


Lands and Mines Department and the Environment Minister, 


‘iS 
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THE YAMNUSKA AREA 


The area in the Northeast corner of the Bow Corridor from the Stoney 
Indian Reserve,Highway 1A, west to the Steele Brothers Lime Company and 
the slopes of Mount Yamnuska should be preserved in its natural state, 

It is unfortunate that already Wildlife Unlimited is established along 
the Stoney Indian Reserve boundary and have some concession in the forestry 
area along the boundary. The Canada Cement Lafarge Ltd have the mineral 
rights to a beautiful sandstone rock outcropping and are doing extensive 
damage. This area was an ideal place for training new Alpine Climbers. 
Could something be done about this through the newly introduced land con- 
servation bill? 

This is a unique area for Mount Yamnuska has the Cambrian formation 
overlying the Belly River formation, and it is an area where you may by 
climbing find what ordinarily is hidden underground. 

It is an area where the Foothills vegetation meets with mountain flora 
and because of the diversity of prairie, brush, lake, marsh and mountain 
terrain has an exceptional variety of wild flowers, The variety and 
profusion will be found only in rare places to equal this area, 

For those who like to hike or ride horseback the terrain is ideal, 

The trees are stunted and thinly spaced with ideal ground cover, It has 
been a favorite spot of the YMCA Boys and Alpine Climbers for years, 

It is the first forestry area open to the public as you drive west 
from Calgary on Highway 1A and only about forty miles from the city. 

The Bow Valley Provincial Park is quite near and an ideal place to camp 
for those who wish to hike and climb around the Yamnuska area, The area is 


a naturalist's paradise. 
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One wildlife establishment is more than sufficient in this area, 
Calgary has a very fine zoo and Banff National Park is only thirty miles 
west where wildlife can be seen in a natural setting. Are we being kind 
penning wild animals? 

The area needs protection and strict supervision, 

1. It could be a wilderness area - with no motorized vehicles allowed- 

no grazing - no fires, 

2. An alternative might be a Nature Centre with supervision from the 
Bow Valley Park. 

3. It could be an extension of the Bow Valley Park tut kept exclusive 
in its natural state - no tree or brush cutting - no fires - very 
limited motor access - no motorcycles or snowmobiles - no grazing. 

The Yamnuska area should be specially preserved in its natural state 
for future generations of naturflists, hikers and climbers, and for the 
city dweller who needs a change of pace, If this is not done now it definitely 


will be regretted in years to come, 


Lope Cle 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 
A PERSONAL BRIEF TO THE ALBERTA EAST SLOPE HEARINGS, JUNE/73 


SUBMITTED BY: 


Donald Wales 

3220 Parkdale Boulevard 
Calgary, Alberta 

June 19, 1973 


Due to the number of briefs being presented and the large 
amount of repetition that is likely to occur, I will attempt to keep my 
brief short and concise. The hearings on the east slopes cover a broad 
range of interests and uses, far too broad a spectrum to be studied and 
comprehended by an individual with limited time and resources. It is for 
this reason that I am restricting my remarks to my main interest in the 
east slopes, that of recreation. I should make it quite clear that I am 
aware that Alberta owes its relative prosperity to revenue derived from 
its natural resources and that in some highly productive areas this 

activity should take precedent. What I hope will come of these hearings 
- is that restrictions will be placed on these forms of resource exploita- 
tion to minimize the damage caused by them. I do not entirely agree 
with the multiple use concept for resource management, especially where 
recreation and resource extraction are concerned. I feel quite strongly 
that indiscriminate exploration, mining or drilling should end at these 
public hearings, Lumbering and grazing should be examined to determine 
if the profit derived is worth the damage to the watershed and aesthetics 
of the countryside. In the event that wilderness or wildland areas are 
set aside all exploration and extraction leases should be terminated 
either by sale or land trade-off. 


I feel that a detailed cost-benefit analysis should be completed 
on all lands under the jurisdiction of the Eastern Slope Hearings, and 
that recreation should be placed high on the list of benefits. Outdoor 
recreation of a non-facility oriented nature is hard to put a value on in 
terms of dollars and cents but I am sure the government is aware of in- 


creasing interests in preserving*areas for this use (as witnessed by the 
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briefs presented at the two National Park hearings). Many people will 
attempt to describe why wilderness is essential to the well-being of the 
people of Alberta so I will not attempt to do so here. 


In a brief to the Village Lake Louise hearings, I stated that 
I felt development of facility oriented recreation should take place 
outside the National Parks and consistent with this I endorse the care- 
fully planned development of tourist accommodation, facilities and play- 
grounds in the main corridors of the east slopes; specifically the Canmore, 
North Saskatchewan, and the Athabasca River corridors. In keeping with 
this idea a master plan for each of the corridors should be presented to 
the public for comment and approval. I feel that excessive spot develop- 
ment throughout the whole length of the east slopes is inappropriate, 
with the exception of some facilities such as ski resorts which depend 
on terrain and snow conditions for their location. I am not a snow- 
mobiler but I do feel that areas should be set aside for this sport to 
minimize the increasing number of conflicts with other winter sports. 
Doubtlessly the Snowmobile clubs will be proposing some of these areas. 
I am not in favor of poorly planned resorts and private hideaways for 
high income groups but I would stress the concentration of facilities 
for low and middle income groups. I fully endorse the idea of filter- 
ing out the people who enjoy urban forms of recreation in a mountain 
setting at the entraces to the national parks, leaving only those who 
for business reasons must travel through the park and those who appre~ 
ciate the park for the purpose that it was intended. This ideal situa- 
tion unfortunately is complicated by the presence of the popular re- 
sorts of Banff, Jasper, and Lake Louise. In the following paragraphs 
I have attempted to evaluate with limited terms of reference, some of 
the commercial and wildland recreational proposals that I have had 


access to. 


Two proposals which encompass the whole length of the east 
slopes are from the Alberta Wilderness Association and from the Canadian 
Youth Hostel Association. The former has proposed the setting aside of 
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nine wildland areas, one wilderness area, and the expansion of an al- 
ready existing wilderness area. All of these proposals have one thing 
in common; the exclusion of motorized forms of transportation. This is 
a concept that I heartily support. These proposals and especially the 
Elbow-Sheep proposal have led to conflict with various motor bike and 
four wheel drive clubs; a conflict magnified with misinformation as to 
the exact location of boundaries and the extent to which their favorite 
areas were being threatened. As with the oi] and gas leases, a serious 
attempt was made to exclude these contentious areas and in most cases 
the areas proposed represent high alpine meadows and mountain tops which 
are unsuited for this form of recreation. I am, however, apprehensive 
about the compatibility of hikers and hunters but the problem could be 
solved by tightening up hunting regulations and eliminating hunting in 
high density hiking areas. A great deal of work has gone into these 
publications and I believe their contents deserve serious consideration 
at the public hearings. The latter proposals by the C.Y.H.A. are for a 
string of youth hostels north and south along the east slopes. I am 
aware of the good record of the C.Y.H.A. in maintaining accommodation 
along the Banff-Jasper Highway. Their best hostel is presently located 
at Ribbon Creek in the Kananaskis and is a credit to the area. I feel 
it is important to differentiate between this outdoor recreation oriented 
group and the so called "hostels" for transient youth. A chain of modest 
and inexpensive hostels along the slopes will provide bases for hiking, 
ski-touring, nature study, photography and study facilities for school 
journey parties. They would be places to stay that are comfortable yet 
inexpensive. The membership requirement, I feel serves to insure quality 
control of the facilities by the association and low membership fees 
coupled with group membership rates will serve to dispel the exclusive 
club image the organization may have had. One has only to examine the 
hostel usage record to see the large number of different organizations 
that have used the facilities. 
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1. The Oldman River Drainage 


I am in support of any improvements on the West Castle Ski Re- 
sort to provide a quality resort for southern Alberta. I would recommend 
the formation of more well-designed campgrounds. I favor any attempt 
to take some of the camping pressure off Waterton National Park by pro- 
viding facilities outside the boundaries. 


2. Bow River Basin 


Underwood, McLellan and Associates' Assiniboia proposal appears 
to be a prime opportunity to take some of the skiing pressure off Banff 
National Park. I am concerned that an easy access resort like Assiniboia 
so close to Banff Park boundaries could have damaging effects especially 
since the area is already trampled by thousands of people travelling to 
Assiniboine Provincial Park. Perhaps the problem could be solved by 
creating a limited access road from Canmore to Assiniboia and running 
a regular bus service to and from (similar to the service to Lake O'Hara 
in Yoho National Park). Every attempt should be made to make sure the 
area is not overrun with automobiles. I also wonder how appropriate 
helicopter skiing is in a natural setting. I would support reasonable 
developments in the Canmore area, especially campsites. The Bow Wildlife 
Park proposal appears to be nothing more than a zoo. The Wildlife Group 
has suggested a game farm approach with facilities for hand feeding the 
animals. This has led to dangerous highway situations in Banff and, as 
anyone really interested in studying animals knows, does not benefit 
the animals. Another proposal that sounds dubious is the campground 
near Highwood Pass Summit. Due to the fragility of the area no develop- 
ment should be contemplated there. I also do not believe there should 
be any mobile home parks in the corridor as they are nothing more than 
urban-like subdivisions. Occupants of Canmore should be primarily 
tourists and staff. Any loss of jobs created by the closing of coal 
mines in Canmore could be offset by jobs created by the tourist industry. 
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3. The North Saskatchewan River Basin 


With the creation of Abraham Lake this area will have a great 
deal of recreational potential. I would support the development of a 
service center in the area but not too close to the Banff Park boundary. 
I cannot agree with any of the proposals for the Red Deer River drainage. 
I was appalled by the inane hypothetical proposal submitted by the Red 
Deer Regional Planning Commission (Pages 20 and 21). This "comprehensive 
site development" concept represents the destruction of any recreation- 
al value of the east slopes and shows a complete lack of any knowledge 
of conservation (multiple use carried to extreme). 


4. Athabasca River Basin and the Smoky River Basin 


As with the above area I object to the proliferation of mobile 
home parks and poorly planned recreational proposals. One in particular, 
the Torrens River proposal appears to be a high income hideaway since 
the main access to it would be by air. 


In conclusion I favor the orderly development of recreational 
facilities in the east slopes. I support multiple usage of land where 
applicable but not as far as wildland recreation is concerned mainly 
because very few forms of resource development are compatible. Wild- 
land recreation areas should be set aside on the basis of their own 
merit and not just leftovers from some other form of resource develop- 
ment. Most important, these areas must be protected by legislation 
and any attempt to change their status be made very difficult. Also, 
as of the date of these hearings all further leasing for coal, oi] and 
gas should be stopped until the results of the hearings are made public. 
Specifically this means that all further construction of the Kananaskis 
Road be terminated until the public decides whether they want the road 
in its present planning state. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: Jas. Fargey. 
Mr. Chairman, Members of Authority, Ladies and Gentlemen. 1 wish to support the request 
of the Canadian Youth Hostels for additional sites. 

I am representing groups from Grace United Church, which, since learning some two 
years ago of the availability of these hostels to groups, has made repeated use of the 
hostels, In one instance a group of some 25 young adults were taken on a weekend 
mountain hiking trip and in another a group of 32 persons of junior high age are scheduled 
for a 5 day trip commencing July 22nd next, again involving mountain hiking. In both 
cases we were forced to accept alternate hostels because of prior bookings on our first 
choices, 

The facilities operated by the Canadian Youth Hostels Association are ideally suited 
for groups such as ours because: 

1) They provide dormitories, excellent facilities for the groups to prepare its 
own food and, a dining and common area. This type of facility on a basis suitable for groups 
is not elsewhere available to my knowledge. 

2) The cost is minimal, thus making possible this type of mountain experience to 
many persons to whom it would not be available. 

3) The hostels are situated in a completely natural environment, again an experience 
which many youth have increasing difficulty obtaining. 

4) The hostels are well administered and maintained. The Canadian Youth Hostels as 
a part of International Organization of Youth Hostels, adhere to long established 


operating procedures and disciplines that assure a continuing basis of good service at 


low cost. 
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| would conclude by stating: 


- that the Hostels have provided our groups with a unique service of which we intend 
to make further use, 

- that in my opinion there is a growing need for such facilities for groups such as 
ours, 

- that therefore, the request for 14 sites of approximately 2 acres each by a well- 
established and self-supporting organization such as. the Canadian Youth Hostels for 
the development in the area of outdoor recreation should be granted. In a time when 
government at all levels is allocating vast sums towards recreation and leisure time 


activities this should be considered a bargain. 


Respectfully submitted on behalf of 
Youth Groups of Grace United Church, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


oo, anagi 


. Fargey, 
711 - 54th Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta, 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 
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Brief submitted by: Mrs. P. Brown. 


I would like to commend the Environment Conservation Authority 
for the information made available to us on this subject. 


We all seem to be in agreement that "water" must be protected 
at all costs. This automatically means “control of all development on 
the Eastern Slopes." 


Management Strategy C, (Page 31, Chap. 5) "The Resources of the 
Foothills" comes the nearest to my thoughts. Land for private use should 
be leased and taxed, and there should be many types of leases. This 
would give everyone an opportunity to be able to choose what they wished 
and could afford, be it a large tract with an expensive cottage, or a 
small lot for a trailer or a tent, taxed according to improvements, and 
with proper sewage facilities already there. For cottage lots around a 
lake, the National and Provincial Parks Association of Canada came up 
with a unique plan to allow more lots access to the beach, and keep cars 
off the front areas. This also covers larger developments. 


The people of Alberta could end up with more revenue this way 
than with allowing mining. 


PLEASE! 50 MPH highways everywhere on Eastern Slopes. 


Respectfully submitted, 
/ fg aiid 

Mrs. Fred U. Brown 

14131 - 98th Avenue 


Edmonton, Alberta. 
T5N 0G3 


Member of the National and Provincial Parks Association of Canada. 
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THE CASEMENT AND HANNAH FAMILIES RESIDENTS 
OF HARVIE HEIGHTS 


SUBMISSION TO 


PUBLIC HEARINGS ON LAND USE 
and 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
in the 


EASTERN SLOPES 
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Our family have been residents of Harvie Heights for over 22 years. 
With a lot of hard work, time and effort through the years, we now 
have a large investment in our home and are proud of our heritage. 
We have three generations who have loved this mountain home and the 


beautiful area surrounding it. 


We find the Wilderness Enterprises proposal totally unacceptable in 


the specified area. 


Our water supply is limited to run-off from the mountains and a 
proposal of this size would surely interfere with our dependency on 
this system. The sewage from their proposed scheme would also be 


a problem and interfere with our pure mountain streams. 


If such a scheme were allowed in our area, we would have to have 
increased police protection, as many of the homes in Harvie Heights 
are unattended during the week. With the increase of transients in 
the area, there is the fear of pilfering and breaking and entering, 
not to mention the problems of trespassing on private property. Of 
course there is also the ever-present danger of fire. We have no 


protection to speak of in the way of fire trucks, hydrants or crews. 


With the proposal of so many trailer sites just think of the barbecues, 


campfires, etc. with which so many people are careless. 


We realize and agree with a need for tourist facilities but surely 


with all the thousands of acres in the Canmore Corridor a buffer 


1594 


strip of one mile surrounding Harvie Heights should not be too 


much to ask for. 


We respectfully ask the people of Alberta to understand our feelings 


and to respect our views on this proposal. 


Submitted by: 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


BOW RIVER DRAINAGE BASIN 
CANMORE, ALBERTA, JUNE 23, 1973 


John W. Brink 
Archaeological Society of Alberta 
Edmonton Chapter 
and 
Department of Anthropology 


University of Alberta 
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This brief concerns the preservation of a potentially important 
archaeological area which falls under the jurisdiction of the Bow 
River Drainage Basin. My appeal applies to no particular development 
proposal, but rather to numerous proposals which cluster in or near 


the Canmore-Spray Lakes region. 


Heading west through Canmore on the dirt road which winds up at the 

very southeastern end of Mount Rundle, you reach the peak of the road's 
climb where there is a dam on Canmore Creek. This is about 3 miles 

by road from the town of Canmore. From the dam you lock back east, 

down towards the town into a narrow, steep-walled canyon which contains 
two small ponds caused by further damming of the creek below. The 

north side of the up-slope pond is bordered by a long, steep rock face 
with numerous cavities carved into the face. At the present time, these 
natural shelters contain benches and fireplaces from continued occupation 
by local picnickers. However, these shelters also contain numerous 
pictographs, or paintings, performed by the prehistoric inhabitants of 
the canyon. Many of these pictographs are now faded beyond recognition; 
however, a few remain clear, and since most of the shelters are partially 
filled in with natural rock-fall, it can be assumed that there are more 
paintings on walls now buried, and these would be in a better state of 
preservation. Furthermore, about 100 feet up-slope from the shelter 

area lies a large boulder which has on its eastern face several excel- 
lently preserved prehistoric paintings, including human and animal 


figures. 
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Two points need to be made concerning this potentially important 
archaeological site. First, the pictographs in themselves are 
extremely valuable to the archaeologist in interpreting the pre- 
historic cultures of Alberta, as well as being important to the 
present day native peoples of the province. And secondly, the 
presence of the pictographs would almost certainly indicate that the 
canyon area was occupied and lived in for a considerable length of 
time by the people who created the paintings, and thus is a potentially 
important area for future archaeological excavations. In short, the 
canyon area represents a valuable and rare archaeological resource 
area in Alberta; one that can make significant contributions to our 


knowledge of the native inhabitants of the province. 


Although we do not know of any specific projects designated for the 
canyon itself, there are numerous proposals for the Canmore-Spray Lakes 
region. One obvious possibility of this development is the widening 
and improvement of the dirt road which winds up Mount Rundle directly 
above the canyon. Such road improvements would almost certainly result 
in large amounts of rock and gravel being dumped over the cliff into 
the canyon below. The shelters and the boulder with pictographs, 

which are already partially buried by natural rock-fall, would probably 


disappear completely. 


The improvement of the road seems a likely event for any future devel- 
opment in the Spray Lakes region, and unless proper precautions are 
taken, a valuable non-renewable resource site could be damaged or 


destroyed. 
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I, as an individual, and organizations I represent would 1ike 

to see these shelters and paintings preserved. The cost of taking 
precautionary steps would not be high, but the benefits, in terms 
of our knowledge of the prehistoric peoples of Alberta, could be 


great. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: Irene Yelle 


I am strongly opposed to any further development on the entire 
Eastern Slopes of the Rocky Mountain Areas of Alberta. 


How the Canadian people and especially we here in Alberta ever 
allowed industry to go to the mountains in the first place is far be- 
yond the sane thinking of anyone. 


The mountains are the main terminals of fresh water which 
replenish our lakes and rivers, the main source of fish reproduction 
and habitat for all our big game animals, which in itself is a very 
precious and prime commodity. Since we have already allowed development 
to take place, we must now put a stop to any further development. 


Some roads are essentiai, but do we need four-lane speedways? 


Strip mining of coal should be prohibited as strip mining is 
most devastating and the ruination of any area. 


And since the timber industry has manufactured these huge 
machines to harvest the forests they are ruining all the forested areas 
to such an extent that there is no longer any vegetation left to prevent 
erosion, and where vegetation is gone the shallow topsoil is washed into 
the streams. It takes many years before vegetation reappears and in 
some cases it never does. 


So I urge the officials of this province, who are the ones who 
allow the signing of these contracts, to look very carefully at what has 
already been done and what will continue to happen if allowed to go on. 


May VOUe 
vi Y, ace 
( A Ln 


Irene Yel 1d. 
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BRIEF PERTAINING TO EASTERN SLOPE HEARINGS (GENERAL) 


Brief Submitted by: E. Shelton 


As a resident of Alberta, I would like to submit the following 
proposal for utilization of selected portions. of land presently 
in the "Green Area'’ on the Province of Alberta Lands and Forests 
maps. It is suggested that recreation lands be made available 

in a manner similar to that presently used in the provision of 
"summer cottages and country residences" land as administered by 
the Department of Lands and Forests (described in Bulletin LA-49). 
The proposal for utilization of "Green Area'' lands should, 
however, be designed to provide wilderness retreats rather than 
the developed cottage communities. In order to provide such land 
on an equitable basis, to prevent speculation and exploitation, 
and to ensure that it is maintained strictly for recreation use, 
the following types of conditions should be imposed upon such 
developments: 


ite) Land parcels of minimum 80 acres and maximum 160 
acres would be set out adjacent to current access 
roads, (e.g. in the Calgary vicinity: the 
Kananaskis road and access roads west of Turner 
Valley, Nanton and Claresholm. ) 


2) Land parcels would be made available to Albertans 
who have resided a minimum of, for example, two 
years in the Province and would be limited to one 
parcel of land per family. 


3) Land would be leased on a long-term basis for 
nominal fees with provision to purchase, providing 
a cottage meeting specified minimum requirements 
had been constructed, (i.e. in a manner similar 
to current requirements for Lands and Forests 
Summer Cottage Sites.) 


4) As a condition of lease or purchase, it would be 
prohibited to utilize the land including tree cover 
for any commercial, agricultural or developmental 
purposes and subdivision of the land would be 
permitted. 


It is suggested that a rational land utilization plan based on the 
above guidelines would be a realistic way to satisfy the demand 

by a large number of Albertans for this type of recreational land. 
With the imposition of adequate controls, such land could be made 
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available with a minimum impact on the natural environment of 
the Forst Reserves and allow a maximum amount of enjoyment to be 


obtained from these wilderness areas by the residents of the 
Province, 


blob. 


EE SHELDON. 2.) Enee 
Calgary, Alberta 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


A written brief presented by: 
David Robertson 

Alberta Johnson 

Ed Johnson 

Bob Johnson 

Jim Johnson 

Bill Ballhorn 


There are six persons making this brief all of whom were born in 
and have resided in Alberta for their entire lives. As residents we 
enjoy living in Alberta and with the Government's permission would like 
to be allowed to utilize some areas in the Eastern Slopes of the Rockies. 
For the past few years we have been engaged in such healthy activities 
as fishing, hiking, skiing, and horseback riding in and around the National 
Parks. We find, however, that these areas are becoming increasingly 
oriented to tourists with cars and mobile homes and less to those residents 
of this Province who desire the peace and quiet of unspoiled wilderness 
areas. In order to find solitude and beauty we have endeavoured to obtain 
permission to occupy lands near Hinton in N.W. 23-50-27-5 LSD 11 and 12 
(the north end of Brule Lake). This particular parcel located on the Hinton 
pulp mill lease is clear of trees for the most part and on a steep slope, 
therefore unsuitable for grazing or logging. We applied for a grazing 
permit for our horses and were prepared to follow all the regulations. 
Unfortunately we cannot meet the residence or "efficiency" requirements 
(Part A, sec. 6) of the present policy and never will be able to do so. 

We present this brief as a request for a modification of the 
policy which will permit us to occupy this land, and still be a benefit 
to the Government, the residents of the area, and the environment. We 
request a lease of this land for a reasonable period, and a permit to 
build a small cabin on it. Such leases are commonplace in the wilder- 
ness areas of heavily populated Ontario, and where properly regulated by 
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the Government have proved of benefit to the residents of the province 


as well as the Government. Regulations which we would expect as reason- 


able are these: 


(1) 


(2) 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


The multiple-use policy presently in effect includes 
timber cutting, grazing, big game hunting, strip mining, 
and properly there are regulations to control all these 
activities in a consistent manner in order to protect 

the forest and environment. (See circular U-11.) We would 
expect these regulations to continue to protect these 
lands. 

However, we feel the policy should also include recreation 
and a consistent set of policies be made to control this 
use of the land as well. 

For example: 

Each lease should consist of enough land (several acres) 
so that the wanderings of game and the character of the 
soil and undergrowth could continue unimpaired by human 
activity. 

Structures should be closely regulated with respect to 
size, construction, and number. 

The disposal of wastes, septic tanks, pumps, outhouses, 
garbage, should be closely regulated. In fact the develop- 
ment permitted should be small enough so that it would 
require only a minimum of such facilities. 

The use of A.T.V., motorcycles, snowmobiles be pro- 
hibited except in restricted areas. Also the location 

of leases would have to be made so as to minimize the 
danger of forest fires. 

Subdivision and sale of land be impossible. All land 

must be leased from the government, perhaps only to 
residents of this province. 
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(f) Cutting of trees, building of roads could be done 
only with a permit, as under the present policy. 

(g) Other activities under the multiple-use policy perhaps 
could be allowed on the same land - i.e. cutting of 
trees, grazing. Conversely the land could be leased 
after clearing by the pulp mill. The residents of 
such land could do little to it except improve it! 

(h) Occupancy of land be restricted to six months/year. 

I see the benefit of such policies as these: 

(1) The land could be enjoyed if desired by all residents 
of the province regardless of income level. As it 
is now most people can't afford to bring their families 
to Jasper. Besides,as Jasper exists now, it is not 
attractive to those less commercially motel-criented, 
crowd-oriented residents of this province. Conversely the 
wilderness areas are not attractive to most residents of 
this province, hence could be protected from overdevelop- 
ment. 

(2) The land would not be degraded by this activity, cer- 
tainly no more than it is by lumbering, grazing, or 
strip mining. 

(3) The economy of such areas as Robb, Cadomin, Brule, 
Solomon and Hinton would benefit to some degree. These 
areas are dreadfully impoverished at the moment. 

(4) More jobs would be created in the area, and the lease 
revenue could probably pay for some of the improvements 
which would create these jobs. 

In conclusion we sincerely hope you will act on this brief and 
inform us of our status with respect to N.W. 23-50-27-5. With all due 
respect we would like to inform you that we are becoming weary of being 
shunted from !bureaucrat to bureaucrat and reaping only discouragement 
and inaction. We would like channels set up through which people like 
ourselves could negotiate with the Govenrment and arrive at a solution 
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satisfactory to both parties. 


Yours sincerely, 


a Ro lg (geophysicist) 
L patos 


OV 2270 
ad en Aaa (housewife) 
gy lihntend 


Ed Johmsony (Supervisor, Calgary Powe: 
dy LE at eee 
Bob Johnson (Biologist) 
) 

Naas 
Ia Johnstn {favironm ntal Biologist 
peta avi} ou Unde __ 
'B 


i11 Ballhorn ( cher and Rancher) 


i 5 ip) gin weap 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: 
Mrs. Dianne Hayley 


R.R. #3, 
Sherwood Park, Alberta. 
June 5, 1973. 


We are very fortunate in Alberta to have vast areas of crown 
land on our western boundary. Now we must decide what should be done 
with it. I like to describe Alberta in three basic areas of land use. 

One - the urban-industrial centres of our cities where most of 
us live and work. 

Two - the productive areas - the farms, forests, mines, etc. 
which supply us with our raw products. These areas need our protection 
too - we must have inviolate farm lands to raise our grain, dairy products 
and meat. We really shouldn't be building city and airports on prime 
farm land. We also need or the world needs our oi] and gas. It is 
necessary to develop our oil resources. Although every effort should 
be made to recycle paper we will always need more pulp. So we must 
forest wisely - our pulp and paper mills can be cleaned up but they need to 
remain. Coal operations can also be justified particularly for local 
Power sources. Howeverswe must use our land in the best way. While 
some commercial development such as logging is compatible with some 
recreation such as hunting, other operations such as open-pit mining 
are not. I admit the land can be restored but economically such use need 
be valued recreationally before and after mining. 

The third area is protective areas. This would include both our 
wilderness areas ,»which should be kept inviolate and not be reduced in 
size ,and our recreational land. The area in the Eastern Slopes north 
of Highway 1 and south of Highway 16 is prime recreational land for 
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Edmonton residents. With the National parks not meeting even present 
demands it is essential we recognize the importance of designating this 
area immediately. 

As I have mentioned some of this land has already been designated 
as wilderness areas and should remain as such. The scenic portions outside 
these areas such as Cardinal Mountain, Onion Lake, Prospect Mountain, 
etc. should be wilderness recreational areas, that is no motel or 
tourist facilities other than primitive campsites and,please, no improved 
roads. These are the very special areas to so many of us , the places we 
go to challenge our cars'ability at 5 m.p.h. to get stuck, to ride, hike 
and to restore our spirits. I don't want to see these places as total 
wilderness areas but rather just as they are. Let's leave them alone. 

Mining and petroleum extraction should be banned in prime rec- 
reational locations. Where such operations already exist, they should 
be allowed to continue operation as long as no further scenic land is 
destroyed. Economically this land is much more valuable as recreational 
land than as coal-producing land. If oil extraction will not take place 
in very scenic areas I would urge seismic operations be brought to a halt. 
Already Prospect Mountain is checkerboarded with seismic lines. 

Large facilities which are themselves tourist attractions should 
be banned in prime wilderness recreation areas. Outfitters and persons 
providing facilities to explore the wilderness areas in the least destruc- 
tive manner should be encouraged on the fringes of these areas. 

The less scenic areas but nevertheless recreational valuable 
areas further east are more comptatible to multi-use such as logging and 
hunting and oil extraction. Hunting and fishing should be allowed in 
all this area as long as good game management is followed. I don't mean 
to be down on the coal industry, I do believe they are making a conscious 
effort to restore land and mine well. I just question that this is the 
best use of such land. 
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There is one more comment I would like to make. 

Let the people who want to drive fast travel Highway 16, 1 or 
the Thompson but leave the Forestry Road and its little branches unimproved 
for those of us who like to poke along and explore. 
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A BRIEF submitted to the Hearings of the Environment Conservation 


Authority on the Eastern Slopes. 
by M. R. € H. A. Buckmaster 


The people of Alberta are fortunate that the area of their 
Province that is the subject of these hearings has been, for the past 
twenty-five years, under the management eheedee of The Eastern Rockies 
Forest Conservation Board. This Board has demonstrated with remarkable 
success that a simple management policy based upon giving priority to the 
preservation and improvement of the water shed originating within its 
area of jurisdiction is also compatible with non-commercial and essentially 
non-facility orientated recreation. Consequently Albertans have available 
to them today a significant area into which to escape from the commerci- 
alized concrete and asphalt ghettos that characterize most North American 
cities. This area is unique in North America because it ‘has been pro- 
tected from the environmental consequences of commercial exploitation 
during recent years. It is interesting and informative to compare this 
area with the adjoining area in Banff and Jasper National Parks where a 
more explicit policy of environmental protection for present and future 
generations compatible with its enjoyment and appreciation has been 
practiced since 1931. 

Both the Eastern Slopes and the National Parks comprise an area 
that is characterized essentially as boreal forest, and subalpine and 
alpine areas. As such it is a slow-growth area which evolves on a time 
scale measured in hundreds to thousands of years. This subject is the 
topic of a brief submitted by the Non--Renewable Resources Study Group of 


the Environment Conservation Authority to these hearings. The authors 


1610 


acknowledge the opportunity to have been able to read this brief. We 
wish to indicate our unreserved support and concurrence for the points 
and recommendations made in it. One of the authors (HAB) has studied 
aspects of slow growth phenomena using an historical comparative photo- 
graphic method. These. studies demonstrate that the area of the Red Deer 
River watershed inside Banff National Park is a slow growth area. Compa- 
rison of identical areas photographed by G. Dawson in 1882-83 and recently 
by H.A.B. shows that white and black spruce in climax forests above 
5000 feet grow at a rate such that 6- to 15-foot juvenile trees increase 
in height by about 10 per cent in a hundred years. This confirms that 
slow growth areas evolve with time scales in excess of centuries. 

A cursory examination of various areas within Banff and Jasper 
National Parks and the Eastern Slopes indicates that the major difference 
in the impact of man on these areas is determined by the extent and degree 
of road and highway construction and by the existence of townsites, 
(Banff, Jasper) ard other commercial facilities. It is apparent that the 
commercial areas of the National Parks have inflicted the major environ- 
mental degradation. The degrading environmental impact of man in slow- 
growth areas increases exponentially with the number of visitation-hours. 
Improved transportation corridors (highways) increase the number of 
visitations and hence the degradation. Consequently the higher grade 
roads within the National Parks, compared with the Eastern Slopes, are a 
major contributing factor to the accelerating rate of environmental 
damage adjoining them. It is ironic that the management policies of the 
Eastern Rockies Forest Conservation Board have been more effective than 
those of the National Parks in conserving the quality of the environment 


under their respective euthorities. We conclude that if Albertans 
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consider it important to have access to areas of their Province that are 
as sensitive environmentally as slow growth areas such as The Eastern 
Slopes then they must be prepared to accept the economic consequences of 
this decision. These consequences are explicit. This choice will have 
a profound effect upon the social, psychological and religious welfare 
of this and succeeding generations of Albertans. It will have a restric- 
ting effect on those options available to them in the future. For this 
reason it is essential that a sound choice is made which takes into 
account both the short-range intended consequences of this choice and the 
long-range unintended consequences. 

Man has demonstrated on both a local and global scale that he 
is poorly equipped to predict these long-range nintendad consequences. 
The deserts of the Middle East are monumental examples of the effect of 
agrarian mismanagement. The downsczsaem efiects of the Teace aiver Dam 
on the delta area of Lake Athabasca is a contemporary local example. 

For centuries man has tinkered with his environment. The industrial 

and technological revolution has given man the ability to interfere in a 
massive way during very-short intervals of time. The positive and nega- 
tive effects of DDT and upper-atmospheric testing of nuclear devices 
illustrate dramatically this interference. Man should now have seen 
enough of the results of his technical skill to be ready to acknowledge 
that this skill is capable of producing disastrous unintentional environ- 
mental consequences. Short-term economic policies which are advantageous 
for limited groups of people are frequently responsible for long-term 
economic liabilities for all mankind. The danger signals are up and, 

in railroad parlance, we should proceed it dead slow'until such time as 


we are convinced that we are able to predict accurately the long-term 
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consequences. 
Roads are an excellent example of a development that has both 

positive and negative effects. Trails enable people to penetrate wild 

land areas in limited numbers. Improving this trail by gravelling will 
bring a few more people. Widen it to two lanes and still more come. Oil 

it to keep the dust down will make it more pleasant to traverse. Straighten, 
ditch and asphalt it and it becomes a transportation corridor and the users 
no longer have contact with the environment that they are passing through. 
Upgrade it to a highway and the speed increases. The scenery becomes a 
kaleidoscope and the effect is sant Se to that of a movie. The borrow 

pits and clearance scar the landscape and separate the visitor from the 
environment. Exhaust fumes and hydrocarbon odours substitute for the 
fragrance of wild flowers. Such corridors are not required in the 

Rastern Slopes. The tentative widoning of a stretch o 
naskis is an example of what should not be done. Roads act as natural 
regulators of visitors and are preferable to artificial quotas. Oiling 
would be sufficient to hold the dust that characterizes roads through 
podzolic soils. Paving increases the need for drainage and is more dan- 
gerous to drive during the Alberta winters where freezing and thawing 
makes them tredcherous to drive. 

The area comprising the Eastern Slopes, along with Banff and 

Jasper National Parks, has been described by many people as part of 
Alberta's priceless heritage. We concur that it is indeed "priceless" 
‘and urge that it should be the policy of our Provincial Government to 
conserve the Eastern Slopes in its present near-pristine state. It has 


been said that "Alberta is a land for living" and so it is. Albertans 


are proud, happy people because it is still possible for them to put the 
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quality of life before economic gain. The Provincial Government should 
take cognizance of this fact and refrain from developing economic policies 
for exploitation of this area which can, at best, produce short-term 
economic advantages at the price of degrading the short~ and long-term 
quality of life for its citizens. We affirm, explicitly, that we prefer 
a lower economic standard of living so as to have a higher quality of life. 

The Eastern Slopes comprise essentially four areas which are 
separated by three transportation corridors: The Crowsnest Pass, Bow 
Valley and Yellowhead Route. A fourth bisecting road known as the David 
Thompson Highway exists up the North Saskatchewan River Valley. Popula- 
tion centres exist along these three corridors. It seems reasonable that 
the major additions to tourist accommodation should exist in these three 
corridors. The emphasis should be to provide those facilities which would 
enable Albertans, in particular, and Canadians, in generai, to enjoy the 
environmental experiences that these areas offer. Consequently those 
activities which are unique to an urban environment should not be allowed 
to spread malignantly to our rural environment. Urban man can preserve 
his sanity only by escaping on a regular basis to the natural environment 
from which he evolved. Park planners now realize that commercial activity 
is incompatible with natural environmental experiences. Consequently new 
park areas are being planned so that all commercial tourist activity is 
confined to restricted zones adjacent to them and the types of commercial 
activity is restricted. We propose that essentially all commercial 
activity be confined to these corridors and carefully regulated to conform 
with the above suggested policies. We believe that the entirety of the 
Eastern Slopes should be considered primarily as "parkland" and managed 


accordingly. A few comments on business activities are in order because 


1614 


it is essential that these activities contribute to the quality of the 
visitors’ environmental experiences. The visitors' interest are best 
served by family-owned and operated businesses because service is pro- 
vided gladly Jy igent of charges and the expectation of tips is minimized. 
It is suggested that carefully regulated and licensed outfitters should 
be encouraged to provide trips for small groups. Photographic, climbing 
and other wild-land experiences can supplement the traditional hunting 
and fishing expeditions. 

Sound provincial land management policy should be based upon 
leasing land for intervals not exceeding forty years. This is particularly 
important in the Eastern Slopes. All leasing agreements should ensure that 
the lessee provide quality service at reasonable rates of charge. Prefer- 
énce should be given to nonprofit groups such as the YMCA, YWGA., Youth 
Bostel, Boy Scouts, Girl Guides associations and others who have a long 
tradition of service. We note that the Youth Hostel has a proposal before 
these Hearings to establish a series of hostels in the Eastern Slopes and we 
add our support. - 

The Eastern Slopes policy on the leasing of areas for the extrac- 
tion of nonrenewable resources requires careful consideration. The fact 
that the largest part of the Eastern Slopes is a slow-growth area means 
that only limited areas can be mined without serious environmental impli- 
cations. The increasing world-wide shortage of various minerals and 
hydrocarbon fuels is raising their price rapidly. The rate of price 
inflation is such that these commodities are more valuable left in the 
ground than extracted. We suggest that it is preferable to delay extrac- 
tion as long as possible because it is better economics, better environ- 


mental policy and a preferable strategy for national survival not to 
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extract these within the foreseeable future. Alberta is better endowed 
with natural resources than many provinces in Canada and, therefore, 
. 

should set an example for optimum resource conservation and utilization. 

Multiple land use policies are not in reality "policies." 
Instead they are symbolic of an inability to develop unambiguous effective 
policies. Nowhere is this clearer than in recreational policy. Much bad 
feeling between various citizen groups exists because of multiple-use 
recreation policies. A dramatic, but clear example is the polarization 
of those favouring and opposing the use of snowmobiles. This conflict 
arises because those with snowmobiles believe they have the right to go 
everywhere on public land, while the antisnowmobiler believes they should 
go nowhere. The conflict would be resolved if snowmobiling is permitted 
only in clearly defined areas. The non-snowmobiler then has no excuse to 
complain since he knows what to expect if he goes to a permitted area. 
Other examples include power boats. We note that these conflicts arise 
because of the noise pollution produced by certain recreational activities 
as well as environmental effects and urge that careful consideration to 
the provision of areas for such activities bedefined only after careful 
consideration of the conflicts and other effects involved. 

The Eastern Slopes abut the Banff and Jasper National Parks. 
We urge that the policies for these two areas should be highly contiguous 
so as to prevent a step-function discontinuity. Many ecological units 
within the parks extend into the Eastern Slopes. For example, sheep and 
elk range across the boundary in the area of the Red Deer and Panther 
Rivers. It is essential that such ecological units be preserved on a top 
priority basis. It is suggested that a buffer zone extend along the 


entire length of this boundary and that it be not less than five miles in 
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extent. The area in the David Thompson corridor gives particular concern. 
The effect of the Big Horn Dam has already produced serious environmental 
consequences. It is suggested that additional commercial developments be 
confined to the vicinity of Nordegg townsite. It is regrettable 
that the wilderness areas in the headwaters of the Clive and Whiterabbit 
have been significantly decreased in area. The area of the North Saskat- 
chewan and its tributaries outside of Banff National Park should become 
a recreational wilderness area. Outfitters should be permitted at the 
junction of the Clive and North Saskatchewan. 

The Red Deer Valley deserves special comment. The area west 
of where the Forestry Trunk Road crosses the Red Deer River Eoaeaineee 
the only major river valley in the Eastern Slopes south of the Yellow- 
head that has escaped significant environmental and ecological damage. 
In particular, it is unique in that it has not been ravaged, during the 
past 150 years, by the major forest fires that have affected the 
remaining area, particularly during the 1930's. Consequently this valley 
contains a unique climax forest. The intermontane area within which the 
Ya-ha-Tinda Ranch lies is also an important ecological area as mentioned 
previously and should be carefully preserved from intensive recreational 
use. This Bt is of considerable archaeological interest. Mountain 
buffalo wallows and pit houses dating from 6000 B.C. have been found here. 
Access to this area should be restricted and some of the trails (such as 
to Eagle Lake) off the access road closed. 

Special comment should be made concerning the proposals of 
the Alberta Wilderness Association for recreational wilderness areas. 
These proposals are excellent examples of single zoning category pro- 


posals and would help to provide significant areas for those users who 
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seek wild-land experiences. It is highly probable that a larger fraction 
of our population will be seeking such experiences in the future since 
our young adults are already abandoning the materialistic society and 
culture of their parents in favour of a more aesthetic lifestyle. 
Wilderness experiences are healthy mind- cleansers that are addictive but 
physically non-destructive, unlike all drugs. It enables those who reject 
traditional religious values to experience eae alternatives that 
bring them into close communion with nature in much the same way as our 
native people. Society of the future will need the leadership of people 
who have learned to live with and as a part of nature. Spa eenie earth 
has finite non-renewable resources and these must be utilized efficiently 
to produce a quality lifestyle. Conservationists are people who have 
learned to live richly while placing minimum demands on nature, The 
Eastern Slopes is an area of such great importance to the future life- 
style of Albertans that we cannot afford to develop untested management 
policies. Im essence, we urge that the policies of the Eastern Rockies 
Forest Conservation Board have been proven to be effective for this area. 
They should be continued for another twenty-five year period with minor 
modification. All commercial development should be confined to the 
Crowsnest, Bow and Yellowhead corridors where extensive man-made environ- 


mental alterations have already been effected. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: J.H. Brons, R.R. #1, Box 10, Peers, Alberta. 


The McLeod River Watershed 


The writer of this brief is an unaffiliated resident of the 
McLeod River watershed, has lived and worked in various places here for 
48 years, and has witnessed frequent high water and the major floods, 
and a considerable part of the damage these floods and high water have 
caused. 

The first major flood known to old-timers who settled along the 
river in 1909 and 1910, occurred in 1944. The activities of the set- 
tlers, such as clearing land and cutting timber, had little or no effect 
on the flow of the river water. But coal mines in the Coal Branch and 
the railroad to Mountain Park had been ditching and draining wherever 
needed, giving the water a faster run to the river. Forest fires dur- 
ing the years prior to 1944 have been a major factor, causing a greater 
volume of water to reach the river faster. 

A forest absorbs a great deal of water even when the ground is 
still frozen. The forest floor retards the flow of water, giving time 
to evaporate some of it. The many thousand acres of burned-over land 
give the unused greater volume of water a faster flow down the water- 
shed into the river. 

An above average snowfall in the winter of 1934-44, especially 
in the Coal Branch area, a cool season till the end of May, then rising 
temperatures and a week or more of steady rain with several feet of new 
snow in the Coal Branch were likely the major factors causing the first 
known flood of the McLeod River. 


The Second Major Flood 


Although coal mining activities in the Coal Branch came to an 
end, the forest industry expanded and needed roads, school centraliza- 
tion called for more roads and now we have the oil industry in the en- 
tire watershed. Earth-moving machinery moved in to stay, building 
roads from Whitecourt to Mountain Park. 
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Ditches and culverts go with road construction, resulting in 
an ever-faster flow of water reaching the river in an ever-greater 


volume in less time from both sides of the watershed. 


Floods and High Water 


In 1965 the season began with ice jam conditions which forced 
the river water overland in places. High water and near flood condi- 
tions occurred repeatedly during the season as late as September. Two 
more major floods happened, one in 1969 and one in 1972. The one in 
1969 occurred in August, a time when there is no winter snow water with 
it. These activities of the McLeod River clearly indicate that the 
draining operations throughout the watershed are the main cause of high 
water and flooding, and as time goes on may well become an annual event. 
Damage done by flooding is not confined to the McLeod River. Tributar- 
jes such as the Embarras, Wolf Creek, the Edson River and others. are 
affected as well. 

Forest in the watershed depends almost entirely on rain for 
growth. Uncultivated soil remains frozen till after the snow water has 
run off. Increased drainage aggravates the fire hazard, resulting in 
more costly fire fighting and loss of resources. In time the normal 
growth rate of timber will slow down as much-needed water is being 
drained away. 


Cost of Damage 


The cost of damage done by high water and floods in the McLeod 
River watershed would likely pay for the construction of all dams need- 
ed to control the water flow in all the tributaries and the river. 


Retaining Dams 


Nearly all the tributaries of the river have valleys where 
temporary reservoirs can be created. During a rainy spell ditches be- 
come creeks and creeks grow into rivers. A retaining dam or two, if 
necessary, in the Wolf Creek and the Edson River, that would hold back 
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high waters a couple of weeks might under present conditions prevent 
the river from flooding downstream. In the smaller streams a dam with 
a culvert installed, of a size that would let the normal flow of water 
through, would serve as a retaining dam, hold back higher water and 
release it slowly over a period of weeks or so. 


Muskegs 


Damming all streams wherever this may be found necessary would 
only control the water flow but not prevent water being drained from 
areas where it is needed. Existtng muskegs are water reservoirs in 
many parts of the watershed. Hardly any of them are useful in the pre- 
sent state. During a dry season evaporation will lower the water level 
some, but a normal snowfall the following winter restores the previous 
water level at snow melting time and overflow. 

A study of muskegs must be made to find ways of transforming 
them into useful reservoirs, to slowly drain the water into adjacent 
areas or into the subsoil instead of into creek or river. If a muskeg 
_ be drained by only a foot by freeze-up time in the fall, it would hold 
an average snowfall the following winter without overflowing at snow 
melting time. 


Recreation 


Existing campsites and other recreation spots are crowded, 
and people are looking for less crowded places out in the country. 
Fishing is one of the activities looked for in the country. Opportun- 
ity to catch fish is limited in the McLeod River watershed. Before any 
roads were built fishing was good. But now there are more fishermen 
and fewer catches. Trout, Rocky Mountain whitefish and grayling are 
caught at higher levels. At lower levels, in the McLeod River in the 
Edson Area and all the way east, northern pike, walleyes and Rocky 
Mountain whitefish are found, but only in spots, miles apart. Local 
fishermen know these spots and fish them over regularly until it gets 
warm in July when fish move into deeper holes in mid-river. To not 
only improve fishing in the McLeod River but all that is looked for in 
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recreation by the river, water conditions must be improved first. This 
can be done only after the water flow in the tributaries has been 
brought under control by retaining dams. Only then will it be possible 
to not only stablilize but also raise the water level in the river by 
five feet or more if possible. Dams constructed in suitable places in 
the river would create reservoirs which water level would fluctuate 
with seasonal precipitation without flooding, and not drop below dam 
level. 


Sloughs in the River Valley 


A number of, if not all sloughs in the valley, are old river- 
beds, having gravel bottoms. In the present state these sloughs are 
plain mudholes, one foot of water to five feet or more of mud. Some 
sloughs have connection with the river at all times. Others, when the 
river runs high, back into them. At such time innumerable small fry 
move into the sloughs, only to get trapped when the river goes down. 
When vegetation, algae and grass, dies off in the fall, fish, three 
and four inches in size, come to the surface gasping for air and die. 


Potential Fish Ponds 


Not all sloughs are alike as to source of water. Some have a 
creek run in and out to the river. Others are spring fed and some get 
water through the soil from the river. Therefore a selection must be 
made as to which slough would be most promising for experimental pur- 
poses, cleaning out of mud, and stocking of fish. Once the cost of 
starting such a fish pond and the feasibility of raising fish are known, 
landowners with a slough on their property may want to start a fish 
pond themselves. 
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‘Joun of Ke imbey 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER 


PHONE 843-2113 


Box 350, 
RIMBEY, Alberta, toc 2o 


LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 
Brief submitted by the Town of Rimbey. 


The area of chief concern to the Town of Rimbey is from the 
East Boundary of Townships 42, 43, 44, 45, Range 5, West of the 5th Meri- 
dian, West to the Saskatchewan River. 

The region described is mostly made up of land that has shown 
a minimum agricultural production in the past. 

The commercial timber of the area was used up years ago, with 
no reforestation program planned or started. 

This fairly large region is dotted with small lakes and streams, 
indicating a strong recreational potential in the future. 

The Rimbey Town Council has noted the crowded beaches at the 
nearby resorts on Pigeon Lake, Gull Lake, Sylvan Lake and Buck Lake. 
We have also observed many people looking for new recreation areas in 
the region we have previously described. These people have come to us, 
making enquiries during all seasons of the year. 

We understand that the Provincial government has recognized 
part of the region we describe (in the past) by holding up agricultural 
grazing leases, supplying small grants on a dollar-for-dollar matching 
basis, and engineering and assisting in the construction of at least 
one earth dam and spillway. 
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The provincial government has spent virtually hundreds of hours 
studying the area in the past. We know of many reports and briefs that 
have been presented by interested citizens' groups and individuals about 
One particular area of the region know as "The Medicine Lake Open Creek 
Recreation Area". 

We completely endorse these previous proposals and studies that 
appear to be gathering dust NOW that this province has a new administra- 
tion. 

It becomes increasingly difficult not to assume that the peoples' 
time and money is being wasted by the restudying of the studies that 
were made in good faith as recently as 1970 and 1971. 

We recommend that the area we have previously described be 
developed as a recreation paradise for the people of central Alberta, 
including the metropolitan centres of Edmonton and Calgary, for the 
following reasons: 


1. The region is located less than a two-hour drive from the homes of 
nearly three-quarters of the people of this province. 


2. The region has virtually unlimited recreational potential for 
all seasons. 


3. Present popular recreational facilities in central Alberta are woe- 
fully overcrowded and it is impossible to find accommodation. 


4. The topography of the region lends itself to hiking trails, snow- 
mobile runs, cross-country skiing, fishing, riding, camping, and 
virtually every recreational activity known to mankind. 


5. The region is ideal for the establishment of several small recrea- 
tional complexes that could accommodate up to 250 people. 


The development of the region we have described would bring 
countless benefits to all the citizens of Alberta, and especially it 
would improve the economic basis of west central Alberta. 

Thank you for giving the representatives of the Town of Rimbey 
the opportunity of being heard today. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: 
Pembina Oilfield Fish and Game Association 


June 30, 1973 


EAST SLOPE HEARINGS 


We endorse the prime use of the east slopes as a source of clean 
water. Only such recreation that is non-destructive to the environment 
and compatible with the prime use should be tolerated. 


It is our contention that the harvest of forest products in our 
foothills area can only be compatible if adequate protection of our streams 
is assured. The last virgin territory for many of Alberta's flora and 
fauna is found in the province's eastern slopes; therefore protection 
becomes relatively important. That the reforestation program include 
food varieties of plants. That right of access be assured to other 1i- 
censed resource users through conditions of lease. 


We believe the Provincial Government should have responsibility 
for management of the east slopes through the Department of Lands and 
Forests and the Department of the Environment in joint scrutiny. 


We strongly recommend a land classification of all land in the 
mountain foothill region that will state what uses and development will 
be tolerated in the various zones or areas, reflecting the concept of 
wilderness and the larger restricted development areas or buffer zones. 


It is our contention that development such as motels, service 
centers, etc. be located in or near present settlements. The only accom- 
modations needed along the trunk road are the campground arrangements. 

It is precisely this wilderness that attracts our many visitors, and it is 
this that we stand to lose by overcommercialism. 


It is our contention that no further permits to develop mines 
should be given other than to those established mines in our east-west 
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transport corridors, not only because reclamation is impossible but be- 
cause roads, railways and a concentration of people are not compatible in 
any way with the prime and secondary uses of the east slopes. Only those 
mines located close to established transportation facilities and in view 
of the public eye can be justified at this time. 


We believe that the grazing of domestic stock is not compatible 
on much of our east slopes. Preserving our game and fish habitat is of 
utmost importance in our mountain foothill area. All winter ranges as 
well as margins along streams must be protected. 


The upper reaches of the Red Deer and Panther Rivers is consid- 
ered the best elk production area on the continent. Areas like this that 
produce a valuable resource must receive special protection against uses 
that are incompatible. 


We have stated our concern for the need to protect large areas 
of the east slopes from various types of development that we believe are 
not in harmony with the long-term people-oriented use. We would like to 
stress the point that the vast majority of tourists as well as Albertans 
that seek our east slopes area for recreation do so in order to escape 
the barrage of commercialism they are subject to in their everyday lives. 
We therefore submit that to destroy this wilderness aspect by having vast 
recreation centers and industry move in is economically unsound. While 
emphasizing the hunting and fishing importance of this area we recognize 
that many other forms of recreation are possible which are compatible 
with nature. 


We believe this quality environment is essential to our frontier 
intuition and necessary for our social well-being. 


1626 


LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 
Brief submitted by Ione Challborn. 
FOREST MANAGEMENT IN HINTON, ALBERTA 


This biology project is one which is concerned with the forest 
management and reforestation policies of North Western Pulp and Power 
Limited, lecated in Hinton, Alberta. 

The pulp mill has approximately two million acres under lease 
at the present time. Since the mill started to operate in 1955, about 
120,000 acres have been cleared. The cleared land is cut in patches 
that average approximately fifty acres each. Throughout the Mill leas- 
age there aretherefore about 2,400 such patches randomly scattered over 
several broad areas. These areas have been marked with an "X" on the 
attached map. 

In harvesting operations, various forms of clear cutting are 
used. Strip or block cutting is the most common. The type of harvest- 
ing chosen is dependent on the topography of the area and the type of 
timber being harvested. The cutting pattern is determined by the con- 
figuration of the land, and the regeneration requirement of the species 
of timber being harvested. It is also determined by the method of 
mechanical extraction employed. 

For example, in white spruce stands the seed necessary for re- 
generating the cut-over area is provided by the surrounding standing 
trees and therefore the cut strips must be narrow enough that the fall- 
ing windborne seed can distribute over the entire cut-over area. 

When harvesting lodgepole pine stands, the size and shape of 
the cutover blocks is not as critical since the seeds are contained in 
the cones of the logging slash. Cutting is done is a series of cut- 
and-leave strips, or patches with the intervening residual timber being 
retained until the adjacent cut-over areas have become satisfactorily 
restocked. This is normally for a period of ten years. Any of these 
areas which are not restocked naturally are reforested artificially 
either by seeding or planting within this ten year period. 
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Aerial photograph showing 
patch logging in lodgepole 
pine. The remaining stands 
of timber will be harvested 
when a new crop has be- 
come firmly established on 
the cutover areas. In pine 
stands the seed is con- 
tained in the closed cones 
on the logging slash. These 
cones will open and release 
their seed when exposed to 
the reflected heat of the 
sun. 


Notice the strip and patch 


logging in the background 
of this photograph. 


This is another example 
of patch logging. 
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Priority in harvesting is given to the stands of over-mature 
timber. Such stands of timber are of marginal commercial value. They 
are of no recreational interest and are unattractive to game. These 
stands constitute a high fire hazard and are a breeding ground for in- 
sects and sometimes disease. An example of such a stand of timber is 
in the picture below. Because of the age of this stand of timber (the 
age is estimated at over 300 years), there is already a large amount 
of unusable material already on the forest floor. This material 
creates an obstacle to harvesting operations and later regeneration 


treatment. 
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The company states that over-mature stands of timber are of no 
recreational interest, yet the harvested areas in the leasage sometimes 
extend completely down to the roads and highways. A company so concerned 
with recreational interest would leave a substantial stand of trees 
between the harvested areas and the roadside, assumedly. Ugly sites 
such as this are of no interest to anyone, and it should be realized 
that the tourist industry is one of the largest in our province. In 
the photograph below, notice how the cut-over area extends down to the 
highway bed. 

Further examples of this andother topics are catalogued at the 
end of this report. 


The mill states that reforestation activities in the area are 
undertaken one year after the harvesting of that area is completed. 

The details of post-harvesting treatment of the cut-over areas 
are related to the problem of maintaining a suitable environment, for 
which several things must be accomplished. First, the fire hazard 
resulting from the accumulation of logging slash must be reduced to 
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acceptable limits. Secondly, the soil erosion potential must be elim- 
inated. And thirdly, a receptive seed bed prepared to facilitate the 
rapid establishment of a new crop. All of these requirements can gen- 
erally be satisfied by mechanical scarification, and this is undertaken 
within one year of the harvesting operation. The largest percentage of 
results in reforestation is accomplished by scarification followed by 
natural seeding. 

The scarification program leaves sufficient litter and debris 
on the ground so that soil movement can never get started on steep 
Slopes. This debris is composed of over-mature timber, tops, branches, 
stumps, etc. This is an effective erosion control device whose effec- 
tiveness is maintained throughout the period between harvesting and 
planting. Scarification is generally done by big tractors specially 
designed for the job. 

In reforestation, the method most generally used by the mill 
is scarification to prepare the seed bed, followed by natural seeding, 
broadcast seeding, or planting. 

To determine the degree of regeneration success, Surveys are 
carried out seven years after harvesting the area. In the event of 
failure, the unsuccessfully regenerated areas are planted. North West- 
ern has experimented with and adopted the type of transplant stock 
grown in containers and the company produces 1% million each year in 
its green houses. 

Approximately 3000 acres are planted annually, mostly on scari- 
fied or otherwise prepared areas. Five hundred seedlings are planted 
per acre with the expectation that, at the time of harvest in eighty 
years, 300-350 trees per acre will have survived. This is considered 
by the company to be a well-stocked stand. An undesirably dense re- 
generation of 50,000 to 100,000 seedlings per acre often results in 
extreme fire hazard in timber stands, especially lodgepole stands. 

Broadcast seeding involves the use of seeds extracted from 
cones and scattered over the ground. It is used when natural seed 
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sources are not available. This type of seedling is usually done from 
helicopters, as it is a cheap and uniform method of seed distribution 
on the cut-over areas. 

It is noted that in lodgepole pine stands especially, natural 
regrowth in burn areas is quite heavy. This is due to the fact that in 
order for a lodgepole pine seed to germinate, a tremendous amount of 
heat is necessary. The heat required is supplied by the fire. 

When seeding is done artificially, the seeds must be subjected 
to a high degree of heat before the actual seeding is done. This can 
be accomplished with types of burn torches. 


Fai pines regeneration resulting from clearcutting and scarification 10 years ago. Note more recent patch logging in 
ackground. 


Alpine fir advance growth 
leased following removal of ov 
mature stand of white spruce @ 
alpine fir 13 years ago. Ne 
amount of unusable material | 
maining after harvesting. 
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The following newspaper clippings taken from the Edmonton 
Journal, dated August 21-22, 1967, and May 10, 1968, deal with differ- 
ent regeneration programs in use by the North Western Pulp and Power. 

The first of the series deals with selective cutting methods 
employed by the company, scarification methods, and the methods used in 
harvesting and reforesting the stands of lodgepole pine. This newspaper 
clipping explains in detail the importance of heat in the seeding of 
lodgepole pine. 

The second article of the series describes a new development 
in reforestation techniques. This new system of planting has cut the 
company's costs in half. 


16 THE EDMONTON JOURNAL, Monday, Aug. 21, 1967 


Reforestation 


By PETE BREWSTER 
Of The Journal 
(First of a Series) 
HINTON—Regeneration of the ; flex, then open scattering thou- 
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In this method young seed- 


forest is the key to a truly ; sands of seeds to take root and jj lings specially raised in the 


successful forest industry. With-} grow new trees. 
out new trees a mill would soon 
be inoperative. 


|| firm’s nursery are planted at 
In the forest protected from | intervals of about nine feet. 
fire the cones must be within | With new “whole tree” logging 


Here at Hinton, 180 miles | six inches of the ground before | techniques the company is 
west of Edmonton in the valley | they will open. At this distance, | Working toward, it promises to 


of the Athabasca River, Al-| the sun’s radiant energy bounc- 


become the dominant method of 


berta’s only pulp mill, North/ing off the earth will cause | reforestation. 


Western Pulp and Power Lim- | sufficient heat to melt the resin 
ited, last week celebrated its ‘ bond. 

10th anniversary. One of the! In logging, tne tops of the! 
highlights was a tour of the|trees and the limbs are trim- 
firm’s nursery and a demon-| med on the site. Left like this 
stration of new methods of re-|they would create a fire hazard 


forestation. era 

North Western has three prin- 
cipal methods of reforestation, 
says Desmond I. Crossley, the 
firm’s chief forester. These in- 
clude selective cutting, scarifi- 
cation and planting. 

In older stands, where some 
of the growth has died out and 
new trees are growing, the log- 
ging crews attempt to leave as 
many of the smaller trees as 
possible. They cut in long, nar- 
row bands, leaving openings-be- 
tween. With spruce, seed comes 
{n from the margin of these 
stands and reseeds the area 
naturally. 

LOGGING CREWS 

About 10 years later, when 
the new trees are beginning to 
grow well, logging crews come 
back into the area and take out 
the trees which were left stand- 
ing during the first operation. 

This technique is used for 
about 30 per cent of North 
Western’s forest management 
lease, said Mr. Crossley. 

In the stands of lodgepole 
pine, the tree whose long, strong 
resilient fibres make North 
Western’s pulp “‘the best in the 
world,” the situation is differ- 
ent. 

Lodgepole pine is a serotinous 
species. This means it is par- 
ticularly suited to meet the 
threat of forest fires, 

The cones of a lodgepole pine 
do not open until they reach a 
temperature of 124 degrees 
Fahrenheit. For 20 or 30 years 
they may remain on the tree, 
held tightly shut by a resin 
bond. 

A fire, racing through the 
timber, will kill the trees but 

ave them standing. Its heat, 

ever melts the resin bond 
ir e cones shut. A few 
days ter the cones start to 


land many of the seeds would 
never germinate. Most of those 
that did would land on the hot, 
unprotected upper layer of hu- 
/mus which had made up the 
| previously protected forest 
floor. They would grow too 
rapidly, fold over and die. 
To prevent this, a method 
known as Scarification is used. 
The year following logging 
huge tractors with special thre 
jpronged blades go over the 
j area, Behind them they pull a 
\drag of spiked chains. This 
churns up the mosr and other , 
ground covering, misimg it with 
the mineral soil belew and 
bringing the cones into proxi 
ity with the earth. 
Scarification accomplishes two 
things: it reduces the fire haz | 
ard and prepares a seed bed. 
Using this technique, which ac- 
counts for about 45 per cent of 
its present reforestation pro- 
gram, North Western has had a 
| Success ratio of about 80 per | 
| cent. 
| However, the method leaves 
‘the hills looking like a scarred , 
battlefield, with twisted, snarled | 
‘roots and tops lying in seem- , 
ingly haphazard array. It is, 
sights like this which bring loud 
cries of dismay from fishermen, 
hunters and wildlife officials. 
That’s because they don’t 
really know what they are look- 
| ing at, says Mr. Crossley. North 
| Western operates on a growing 
cycle of 80 years and for sev- | 
eral years after logging it is. 
difficult to see the new growth. 


The third technique, which 
| has accounted for about 25 per 
‘cent of the firm’s reforestation 
|program but promises to be 
more important in the future, is 
| planting. 


North Western Pul 
And Power Has 


Three Metho 
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When asked if the use of fertilizer was ever undertaken in 
reforestation, the company replied that fertilizer is used in only 
very few instances, and then only when a higher growth rate was desired. 
The following newspaper clipping explains an experiment under- 
taken by the company to determine if extensive use of fertilizer would 
be economical in view of the additional rate of growth achieved due 
to the fertilizer applied. 


MODERN SCIENCE GIVES NATURE A NUDGE 


» +. aircraft drops fertilizer on tree seedlings in Wildhorse Lakes area 


By GORDON AALBORG 
Of The Journal 
HINTON—Pattering like kaby 
_-hailstones, millions of tiny ni- 
trogen-phosphate crystals were 
- airdropped this week on a re- 
forestation plot west of here. 

The aim: to speed up growth 
of many thousand six - inch 
spruce trees that won’t be cut- 
ting size for another 70 years. 

Spokesman for North Western 
Pulp and Power Ltd., working 
with Sherritt Gordon Mines Ltd. 
on the pulp company’s experi- 
mental reforestation program, 
say the aim is not to bring trees 
to cutting size any sooner, but 
to produce more marketable 
‘wood when the trees have ma- 
tured. 

Conducted in the first cutting 
area of the company, which be- 
gan operations in 1955, the ex- 
periment involved airdropping 


of 30 tons of specially-prepared 


fertilizer on the test plot. 
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THE EDMONTON JOURNAL, Friday, May 10, 1968 


Trees Get A Bombing 
In Growth Experiment 


Five years from now (or 
maybe only three), company 
foresters will be able to evalu- 
ate what effects the added 
nutrients might have and 
whether it would be worthwhile 


. to expand the program. 


The testing area, in the Wild- 
horse Lakes region just outside 
Jasper National Park, has a 
high lime content in the sandy 
soil and distinct nitrogen and 
phosphorous deficiencies. 

The 27-27-0 fertilizer was air- 
dropped at rates from 400 to 800 
pounds per acre in the same 
fashion fertilizer is spread by 
air in agricultural areas. 

Forester Robert Carman, in 
charge of the project for the 
pulp company, said survival of 


seedlings in the region has been: 


satisfactory, but growth is 
slower than desired. 
Among the questions to be an- 
swered, he said, are: 
Will the tree seedlings re- 
spond to the treatment and, if 


a ee 


sc how long will the response 
last? 


Will the growth increase be 


" great enough to justify the cost? 


Will competition from lush 
grass (expected to benefit from 
the fertilizer also) retard or de- 
stroy the tiny seedlings? 

Will browsing and trampling 
by wildlife attracted to the 
lusher vegetation result in seed- 
lings destruction? 

By the end of this summer, 
it should be obvious if the grass 
and vegetation in the test plot 
are responding, but it will take 
a few years to measure aids to 
the small trees, he said. 

The use of fertilizers as an 
aid to reforestation is not un 
known in Scandinavia and Aus- 
tralia, as well as parts of Can- 
ada and the U.S., but conditions 
vary significantly between soil 
areas and tree species to the 
point where a full-scale experi- 
ment is the only satisfactory 
test under Alberta conditions. 


ae a 
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The following are pictorial examples of block cutting in Doug- 
las Fir stands and selective cutting in Red Spruce stands. These 
species of trees are not present in the North Western Pulp and Power 
leasage, but block cutting and selective cutting are two types of har- 
vesting which are in use by the company. 

These picture sequences explain what happens from the time of 
the first harvest up to the time the crop will be ready for the second 
harvest. 
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Block cutting , For these reasons, the accepted way of har- 
Trees jike the Douglas fir need full sunlight vesting Douglas fir is to cut all marketable 
for proper growth. Also,-their seeds are car- Pace in a block of 100 acres or less. Ample 
red a good distance by the wind standing timber is left between blocks. 
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In time, seeds blow in from the surrounding In about 40 years, the first cut-over block 
forest and new trees appear. The new stand is mature enough to provide seed for the 
is thinned periodically to provide growing neighboring block. After a few more dec- 


space and to remove undesirable trees ades the first block can be harvested again. 
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Selective cutting In harvesting red spruce, the most mature 
Young red spruce will grow in the shade of and marketable trees are selected for cut- 
larger trees. Thus trees of all ages and sizes 


ting. (In this picture, they are the trees shown 
are found growing side by side. in a slightly darker color.) 


After they are removed, their neighbors oro- ...these trees are ready to be harvested in 
vide seed for new trees to replace them. 


their turn. A forest of red spruce, if carefully 
Meanwhile, other trees are maturing, and, harvested, can therefore provide a continu- 
after 10 to 20 years... 


ous supply of marketable trees. 
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White spruce reforestation following clearcutting 12 years 
ago. Note recent cutting along hillside in background. 


The initial harvest of the entire forest management area will 
be completed in eighty years. According to plan, the second crop will 
then be ready for cutting. 

The company states that the rate of reforestation in the treat- 
ed areas is overwhelming, and is definitely up to par. However, there 
is an exception of one or two difficult sites. 

The main factor in affecting proper growth of seedlings is 
spring ground frosts. No way has yet been found to guard against 
spring ground frosts, but the problem is presently being studied by 
federal research officers from Edmonton. 

The main soil type present in the Mill leasage is brown podzo- 
lic. Since the timber standing is that most suited to the soil type 
present, the area is reforested with the species that was on the site 
originally, not a new species. The types of trees that are being plant- 
ed are white spruce and lodgepole pine. 

As mentioned before, scarification is supposed to reduce fire 
hazard, eliminate soil erosion, and create an ideal seedbed. 
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The following six photographs are some of our own, taken at 
the Hinton leasage, which show their unsightly scarification techniques 
true to form. There is no evidence of any reforestation programs be- 
ing initiated, other than the scarification. 

In photograph No. 1, there is some dead timber, branches, etc. 
in the foreground. However, level ground is not so much to be worried 
about as the slopes. And for the most part, this slope remains un- 
protected. Scarification in this instance does not seem to provide any 
effective erosion control. 

Photograph No. 2 is an example of an “ideal seed bed" which is 
created through the company's scarification efforts. 

Photograph No. 3 was taken directly behind the Hinton pulp mill. 
In this instance, scarification is providing no effective erosion control, 
which would be expected as the slopes appear to be devoid of any protec- 
tive covering. This is one area that is really in need of this covering 
since the Athabasca River runs through here. 

Photographs Nos. 4 and 5 were taken in patch logging areas, 
Here, scarification seems to be quite effective. 

Photograph No. 6 shows how scarification on a slope can pre- 
vent soil movement, so as to be an effective erosion control device. 

However, despite what these photographs seem to be portraying, 
the company states that they are experiencing neither mineral loss nor 
erosion. They state that the program leaves sufficient litter and de- 
bris on the ground so that the soil movement can never get started on 
steep slopes. 

The whole operation, from selecting harvesting areas to re- 
stocking the forest with new trees, is continually checked by the De- 
partment of Lands and Forests to ensure that the company lives up to 
the terms of the agreement. 

However, even though the Hinton pulp mill is following their 
terms of agreement with the government, as set down in the FOREST MANAGE- 
MENT AGREEMENT WITH NORTH WESTERN PULP & POWER LTD. authorized in 1968, 
it does seem as if some of these terms are lax. 
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The operation plan of the company does not have to include pro- 
visions for the salvage of dead and diseased timber, and the Minister of 
Lands and Forests may or may not require provisions for the salvage of 
such timber in the operating plan. However, in no case can the company 
be deemed in default and the Minister may dispose of it as he wishes. 
Several value judgements arise from this clause. Why should the govern- 
ment (the people) in any instance at all be subject to the disposal of 
such timber? Responsibility here should rest totally on the mill. 

Some terms in the reforestation clause also seem to be lax. 

If, after harvesting, the young seedlings are still not at an 
acceptable standard in seven years, the company is given the leeway 
of yet another three years. ; 

Also, the Minister furnishes to the company, free of charge, 
all the required planting stock for reforestation, provided the company 
furnishes the Minister with the necessary seed. If the company elects 
to grow the stock themsedves, the Minister will reimburse the company 
for the expense. 

This seems absurd. The total cost of reforestation should 
rest with the company, not with the Minister of Lands and Forests. 

The Company is given leeway in yet another clause. 

Over the five year periodthe average annual minimum supplemental 
reforestation (supplemental reforestation refers to natural restocking 
of an area) that must be undertaken shall be one-twentieth of the total 
acreage found to be understocked. 

One-twentieth seems to be an awfully small fraction of an area. 
The company should be required to initiate a reforestation project on a 
much larger scale. 

In protecting the forests under leasage to North Western, the 
Minister will provide an organization of men and equipment to combat 
fire beginning from natural causes. The minister is not liable for any 
damages caused to the company resulting from their failure to attempt 


to suppress the fire. 
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The company must pay the cost of suppressing a fire in the 
forest management area, if it is caused or arises out of any of the 
operations carried out by the company. 

In the event of insect damage of epidemic nature to the forests, 
or a disease epidemic affecting forest growth, the Minister and the com- 
pany will co-operate in suppressing the epidemic. 

As the North Western Pulp and Power Limited is operating now, 
approval is given by government authorities, since the agreement of 1968 
is being followed by both parties. 

But the company is in control of approximately two million 
acres of our total forest acreage. It is up to us to decide, for the 
good of ourselves and others, whether the present-day operations of the 
company should be allowed to continue for the next hundred years. We 
should remember that what we allow others to do they will do, and if we 
want this changed we must change it ourselves. 

The following three pages are additional photographs dealing 
with scarification and patch logging. 

Photographs Nos. 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 are all examples 
of scarification on level ground. 

Photographs Nos. 3, 4, 6 and 7 are examples of scarification 
on sloping land. Photograph No 4 also shows some patch logging in the 
background. 

Photographs Nos. 13 through 18 are all examples of patch log- 
ging. Most of these are examples of patch logging on level ground, 
however, photographs Nos. 13 and 17 are on a sloping surface. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: Murvin A. Radvony. 


The Edmonton Fish and Game Association wishes to thank the En- 
vironment Conservation Authority for the opportunity to present this 
submission. We hope to be as succinct as possible and eliminate re- 
dundancy by refraining mention of points that have received thorough 
coverage at earlier hearings. 


To begin with, our membership is deeply concerned with preser- 
vation of wildlife resources and the ecological factors that create 
favourable conditions. The proposal to develop tourist and recreational 
facilities are certain to cause ecological imbalances proportional to 
the size of development. The larger ungulates and carnivores will most 
assuredly bear the brunt of human encroachment and be forced into areas 
where chance of survival is diminished. Large facilities designed to 
operate economically on a year round basis are certain to have undesir- 
able effects upon the area, by encroaching upon wildlife, as well as the 
usual air, water and noise pollution associated with human activity. 


Establishment of large recreational areas under the control of 
private individuals or companies can also be construed as encroachment 
upon individual rights to Crown land. The operators would have an in- 
vestment to protect and therefore limit access upon these lands to pay- 
ing customers. If a value could be assessed aesthetically perhaps the 
cost of leasing would prove too high and provide a self limiting factor 
that would restrain large developments. 


The cost to the people of Alberta, in the form of maintaining 
all-weather access to the proposed developments is, we feel, not justi- 
fiable as many would provide access for few. The present road system is 
primarily designed to permit rapid access in the event of forest fires, 
and seems to be considered satisfactory by those using it in its pres- 
ent condition. 
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Any improvement, such as the Kananaskis is now experiencing, is 
likely to increase the human populations on a year round basis, and 
should be considered as detrimental to the ecology of the area. 


There are not at present, steadfast rules or conditions whereby 
one can assess man's impact upon the watersheds of the area. One fact 
is certain, however, and that is: as human activities increase, the water 
quality decreases. Again large developments are more apt to create un- 
desirable conditions, concentrating wastes and effluents in a small area 
and conceivably altering the chemical constituency of both surface and 
ground water in the area if not over a large zone. The effects of human 
activity are, at present, unpredictable to a large degree and therefore 
should be the subject of exhaustive study before any development occurs. 


At present the staggering figures presented for Alberta's esti- 
mated coal reserves are comprised mainly of reserves in the eastern 
slopes region. The extraction of the reserves is to be undertaken by 
the strip mining technique which is considered the most economical ly 
viable with present technology. We feel that it is of the utmost nec- 
essity to construct stringent precautions, covered by regulations and 
observed to the letter otherwise serious ecological damage to a great 
part of the eastern slopes watershed will occur. We cannot emphasize 
strongly enough the great need to preserve what can be considered one 
of the finest systems on the continent. It must be preserved at all 
costs. 


Recommendations on a generalized basis are, at best, applicable 
only in a generalized sense, therefore of little use in a specific pro- 
posal. For the record the Edmonton Fish and Game Association fully en- 
dorses the recommendations as proposed by the Alberta Fish and Game 
Association. 


We also wish the following recommendation to receive your con- 
sideration. 
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It is recommended that the Alberta Department of the Environ- 
ment undertake comprehensive studies on possible effects of human acti- 
vity in the eastern slopes region, said studies to be undertaken 
immediately to provide a comprehensive set of guidelines in assessing 
the feasibility of development for any given area within the slopes. 

The guidelines would assist both developers and the Conservation Author- 
ity in preventing damage to a vital resource area. 


In closing we also wish to bring forward one more point. 
Values are in a state of change. The increasing interest and concern 
for environmental damage are a reflection of human desire to preserve 
natural beauty of the wilderness. At the same time there is a growing 
awareness of human over-population, scarcity of food and energy resources. 
Values are apt to change radically from those of the past several dec- 
ades, though, in which direction it is difficult to predict. If present 
trends may be used as indicators, it may well be that the ideologies 
of growth and expansion may be forced to accept a condition where there 
is no growth or expansion. We cannot know for certain what the vogue 
may be several decades from the present, but one thing is certain. As 
we are grateful for the foresight of those who established present day 
parks and forest reserves it is also our responsibility to preserve 
these areas allowing future generations to enjoy the beauty of the 
wilderness areas, and in turn be grateful for our efforts. In many 
parts of the world foresight and care were not exercised and today res- 
toration is economically prohibitive. To assure that the wilderness 
is preserved is not an easy task but one that must be undertaken now be- 
fore irreversible damage is created. We recommend that care be exercised 
in formulating Statutes and regulations designed to assign priority to 
wilderness preservation. 


EDMONTON FISH AND GAME ASSOCIATION 
11472-- 112 Avenue 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: Miss Velma Daye 
Box 585, Rocky Mountain House 


I hereby wish to submit my personal opinions on land use and 
tourist resource development in two areas of the North Saskatchewan 
River Basin. 


1. The area southwest of Nordegg known as the Kootenay Plains must 
be left in its natural state without any further encroachment 
of the Two O'Clock Creek Campground or creation of a new one. 
This is a natural flat with a very fragile vegetation which 
will in a very short time be killed if this area becomes a 
campground. There should be no shelters, wells or conveniences 
provided for this area so that travellers will be lured to use 
this area and in fact over-use this area. There is adequate 
space around the outside area of the Plains for campers, 
trailers or tents to be parked amongst the trees but water 
must continue to be available only from Two O'Clock Creek Camp- 
ground. If shelters or toilet facilities are required by per- 
sons camped on the "Plains" these too are and should continue 
to be available at Two O'Clock Creek Campground or at other 
established campgrounds in the vicinity. There is at present 
a small strip of land between the Siffleur Wilderness and the 
Whitegoat Wilderness areas which should be studied with a 
view to the creation of a Buffer zone and thereby control and 
preserve this very rare and fragile area from over-use and 
eventual destruction. 


The Kootenay Plains MUST remain in their present, natural 
state!! NO commercial development should be allowed in this 
area!! 


2. The area in the Clearwater Forest area--the area bordered on 
the East by the Clearwater Forest Reserve Boundary--on the 
West by the Saskatchewan River--on the South by the Clearwater 
Forest Reserve Boundary--on the North by the David Thompson 
Highway. 


Concentrated lobbying is being carried out by various organiza- 
tions and individuals for a new Provincial Park. This area is 
a very popular area for tourists as well as hunters. It must 
continue to be a multi-purpose area. Lumbering is necessary in 
this area to harvest timber while at the same time promoting 


controlled reforestation. Natural resource harvesting on a 
controlled and orderly basis must also be considered. 


I am, 
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In this area we are very aware of the problem faced by visitors 
to our Provincial Parks. Each holiday weekend in particular 
and any weekend for that matter, the facilities in the Parks 
are completely filled by Friday night or Saturday morning at 
the latest. Should the area in question be made a Provincial 
Park, the same situation would occur. Pressure on Government 
for more campgrounds and facilities would naturally follow. 

If granted this would ruin this whole area. If a Provincial 
Park is considered in this area by Government then approximate- 
ly 6,000 acres around the Ram River Falls should be given care- 
ful consideration. The creation of a Provincial Park encompass- 
ing this total area from the Clearwater Forest Reserve Boundary 
to the North Saskatchewan River restricts the use of this land 
to any kind of activity other than for the tourists' enjoyment, 
and knowing that the Province of Alberta has more acres of 
Parks - Provincial and Federal - than any other Province, it is 
essential that this area be available for the recreation of 
everyone as well as a potential resource revenue area. If once 
made a Provincial Park, it would thus become restricted for 

any other use FOREVER. 


This point may or may not be considered during the public hear- 
ing and this may not be the place to present it but I feel 

some type of regulations should be brought in concerning the 
carrying of guns in trucks the year round. If the gun is there 
so is the ammunition for that gun and too many of our game ani- 
mals are being slaughtered and in some cases the young are 

left to wander about until they die of starvation. I am under 
the impression that guns in gun racks in trucks are a status 
symbol and this kind of status symbol we can do without. I 
would like to see the law prosecute anyone found carrying a 

gun in a vehicle at any time other than during the hunting 
season and then, only if the party has a hunting license. This 
would, I am sure, cut down on some of this senseless slaughter 
of wild game. 


Hoping to be able to attend the hearing in Rocky Mountain House, 


Yours truly, 


(Miss) Velma Daye 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: Walt Nickel, President 
Olds and District Fish & Game Assoc. 

Our prime purpose is to conserve resources for our future gen- 
erations. We have two choices which we can take. We can use the res- 
toration approach whereby we can prevent everything around us from 
changing or the alternative of integrated development for the mainten- 
ance or improvement of wildlife presence. 


The prime use of eastern slopes should be a source of clean 
water. Too many of the proposed developments are designed for areas 
where they are too close to the headwaters of our rivers. Nearly all 
our permanent streams are considered capable of producing sport fishing 
species. The development of coal mining in an area adjacent to the Red 
Deer River would virtually destroy this stream, sifting its beds, making 
it only suitable for sewage disposal and contaminating all life. 


We believe our present government faces four problems which have 
been getting worse over the years: (1) Hunter-land owner conflict prob- 
lems, (2) Wildlife enforcement, (3) Decrease in wildlife habitat over 
the years, (4) Reduction of hunter opportunities for the sportsman and 
general outdoor recreation. Commercial development with motels, roads, 
golf courses, swimming pools, cannot supply the hunting demand for elk, 
mountain sheep, and goat. Wilderness is no longer wilderness when people 
concentrate in an area. They should be discouraged in developing moun- 
tain country and only allowed in the travel corridors, where services 
are available. 


We are not against development, and we realize that we need 
facilities in this province; however, let's keep out of the forest re- 
serve corridor. Motels, service centres, etc. could be located in out 
towns Cochrane, Sundre, Caroline or near present settlements; it would 
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be an economic boom to our established communities. The only accommo- 
dation needed along the trunk roads other than in the east-west travel 
corridors is the present campground arrangement with more wayside tables 


and parking areas. 


We suggest that harvest of forest products in the foothills can 
be compatible providing adequate protection of streams is assured. It 
is essential that erosion be prevented and that management include food 
varieties of plants in the reforestation program. 


Development of all types should be halted until the hearings are 
completed. It appears that while no recreational sites will be con- 
sidered until after the hearings, leases for coal, oil and gas and other 
commercial non-recreational developments have been and are being let. 


The Alberta Fish and Game Association has spoken out for the 
cause of wildlife conservation, and for programs that would assist those 
using the other resources of the land and water, that they employ methods 
that would not destroy our renewable resources. The public should be 
made aware that all Fish and Game Clubs favour conservation and protec- 


tion of environment. 


i . 
Ypiesiadnt Olds & Diste. 
Fish and Game AssOCe 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN EASTERN SLOPES 


BRIEF SUBMITTED BY: K. ADLINGTON AND FAMILY, CALGARY, ALBERTA. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief submitted by: K. Adlington and family, Calgary, Alberta. 
INTRODUCTION 


In presenting this brief it is necessary to provide a little 
background information in order to establish our position concerning 
the Elbow Sheep proposal being offered by the Alberta Wilderness 
Association. 

We are long-time members of the Alberta Wilderness Association. 
We also have memberships in the Fish & Game Association, Canadian Nature 
Federation, National and Provincial Parks Association as well as various 
animal welfare organizations. Our activities encompass hiking, canoeing, 
cross-country skiing and trail bike riding. We wish to defend the latter 
recreational activity as a legitimate use of that portion of the proposed 
Elbow-Sheep Wilderness which contains existing seismic cut lines and trails. 


MISREPRESENTATION 


The Alberta Wilderness Association has, in its recent study, 
presented this 570 square mile portion of public land as a pristine area. 
We agree that the higher mountain area is relatively untouched and should 
remain as such for the enjoyment of the hikers and backpackers. The eas- 
tern portion, however, contains a considerable network of cut lines and 
trails which have disfigured the area. Additional deterioration is quite 
obviously caused by the cattle grazing activities. While blaming the 
recreational use, the Alberta Wilderness Association is ignoring one of 
the real causes of environmental damage, i.e. domestic stock grazing. 


We feel the designation “recreational wilderness" is a contra- 
diction in terms. The only differentiation between this category and 
that of pure wilderness as laid out in the Wilderness Act, is that 
fishing and hunting are allowed. With a ban on motorized vehicles even 
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these latter activities will be curtailed to a great degree. This 

leaves the area open only to a few hunters and fishermen, hikers, back- 
packers and horsemen. This is a very small proportion of the population, 
and to cut off a 570 square mile piece of land which is now being used 

as a multi-recreational area is to ignore the needs of a larger portion 
of the population. Under the Alberta Wilderness Association's terms, 

it would literally cease to be a true "recreational" area. 


PRESENT USES 
1. Recreational: 


(a) One of the most delightful and spectacular car drives in this 
area, if one wishes to brave a semi-primitive road, is the 
forestry route starting a few miles beyond Elbow Falls, going 
south and finally east to join with the Gorge Creek Road and 
on to Turner Valley. Under the proposal, this would be cut 
off since it runs through the proposed wilderness area. For 
the majority of the population who are unable to tackle the 
rigors of backpacking, it means they will not be able to enjoy 
the magnificent scenery this route has to offer. 


(b) Although we understand snowmobiles use the area in winter, ° 
we do not feel qualified to discuss this particular use. 


(c) Hiking and backpacking is virtually non-existent in the eas- 
tern portion, and therefore we cannot comprehend the Alberta 
Wilderness Association's wish to cut it off when motorized 
vehicles do not conflict with their choice of recreation. 


(d) For those who wish to car camp in a relatively wilderness 
area, aS opposed to camping in facility-oriented campgrounds, 
the Elbow-Sheep provides a natural setting. If the number of 


(e) 
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cars are increasing as claimed in the study, then it would 
seem a backward move to close off such a large area thus 
forcing the campers to suffer increasingly crowded conditions, 
the very situation they are trying to escape. 


Although we agree with the Alberta Wilderness Association 
that most of the seismic lines and trails are outside the 
boundaries of the proposed wilderness, the more spectacular 
ones which provide the ultimate in pleasure biking are within 
the area. The Three Point Creek Road has always been one of 
our favourites, taking the rider into the Forget-Me-Not Moun- 
tain area where to the south lies some of the most beautiful 
foothil] country there is. The height there is 7500 feet and 
the view magnificent. There are many trails in this area to 
explore. All of this would be denied us. 


2. Commercial: 


(a) 


Cattle Grazing. In our opinion it is impossible to create a 
wilderness setting as long as domestic stock are allowed to 

run there. A herd of cows wallowing in a mountain stream on 

a warm day do far more to pollute the water than trail bikes. 
Since the study stresses the importance of maintaining the 
purity of Calgary's water supply, it is a serious omission to 
ignore the effects of cattle usage. According to the study's 
two maps on known elk ranges and cattle grazing allotments, the 
summer range for cattle in many cases is the same as that of 
the winter range for elk. The Alberta Wilderness Association 
is concerned about the declining of the elk population -- 

could it possibly be that there is no food left for them when 
they come down in the winter? It is common knowledge that wild- 
life will thrive only in proportion to the amount of food 
available. Although over-hunting must also be considered, one 
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cannot ignore the fact that there is competition for the 
existing food supply as long as cattle use the area. 


(b) Strip Mining, Logging, etc. We agree completely with the 
Alberta Widlerness Association's contention that this area 
be freed from devastating commercial operations which leave 
the land scarred indefinitely and which threaten massive 
pollution of the streams. We would favour negotiation with 
the companies concerned in an effort to preserve this area 
from this type of use. 


POSSIBLE USES 


If steps are not taken now, the future could see the develop- 
ment of facility-oriented campgrounds and tourist developments. This 
would indeed cause deterioration of the area through sheer pressure of 
numbers which would in turn demand more services until a vicious cir- 
cle is established. Since this type of recreation is provided for in 
our parks and on the main traffic arteries, there must be area where 
those who wish may partake of a semi-wilderness atmosphere without the 
amenities generally associated with tourism. On this point we are sure 
of agreement with the Alberta Wilderness Association. 


ECONOMICS 


Since the Alberta Wilderness Association brings up the subject 
of economics in relation to outfitting of backpackers, etc., we will 
also touch on this subject. The motorbike business is booming -- one 
dealer in Calgary sells 500 a year, both street and trail models. 
Maintenance, customizing, repairs, accessories, suitable clothing are 
all directly related commercial enterprises which aid the economy and 
provide jobs for many. We daresay the economic balance is heavily tip- 
ped in favour of recreational vehicles. 
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IMAGE OF THE MOTORCYCLIST 


The sport of motorcycling receives unwarranted criticism, 
partly because of the image created by motorcycle gangs which is aided 
in no small measure by the motion picture industry. It is true that 
they can be noisy, but the considerate person regardless of his method 
of travel does not wish to intrude on his fellowman's peace and quiet. 
Enforcement of the noise by-laws should contribute towards the solving 
of this problem. It is possible to quieten a two-stroke engine, but 
manufacturers of motorcycles along with the manufacturers of cars, will 
not voluntarily add dollars to the cost of their product to cover the 
cost of additional equipment unless they are forced to by legislation. 
By allowing the trail bikes to have an area such as is provided by the 
present use of the Elbow-Sheep area, they will not disturb those who 
find them irritating. 

Many people including business men, housewives, couples and 
families are discovering the pleasure and exhilaration of riding motor- 
bikes. It provides a wholesome interest for our youth who can spend 
many hours pitting the endurance of themselves and their machines 
against the rigours of near-vertical cut lines. 

We detect within the Alberta Wilderness Association a strong 
bias against motorbikes, as well as a belief that anyone who would ride 
such a machine is naturally bent on ravaging the environment. Quite 
the contrary, many of us use our bikes to reach beauty spots which we 
would otherwise never see. 


CONCLUSION 


As a family which enjoys many aspects of recreation, we believe 
that consideration should be given to all preferences. We believe there 
should be areas besides the national and provincial parks where off-the- 
road vehicles are not allowed, such as in the pure wilderness settings. 


1663 


We also believe that where an area is admirably suited to a particular 
sport, it should be set aside for that purpose along with other compat- 
ible activities. With a genuine understanding of the various needs 
within our society, there still is "room for everybody". We feel the 
Alberta Wilderness. Association has failed in this instance in that their 
concept of recreation is much too narrow and restrictive. 

Lest it appear we are greatly at odds with the Alberta Wilder- 
ness Association's proposal, the following summarized conclusion should 
reveal basic mutual agreement, with the emphasis on recreation, the only 
point at variance. 

We recommend that the Elbow-Sheep area in question be allowed 
to remain as it is -- a semi-wilderness multi-recreational area -- but 
that it be freed from all future commercial activities which would render 
deterioration through massive destruction and pollution. 


Respectfully submitted, 


K Adlnglor | 


K. Adlington and family. 


cc. Dr. Allan A. Warrack 
Bob Dowling 
Bill Yurko 
Environment Conservation Authority 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES - 
Brief submitted by: C.E. Johnson 


Gentlemen: 

This brief will be what the name implies, short. 

I'm a family man, who works and lives in a city. Once ina 
while, I like to take my family out of the noise, the traffic and the 
crowding of the city to find a little peace, to rest, to restore ourselves 
by contact with nature. Once, this was possible in almost any of our pro- 
vincial parks. Once, but no more! Now, you arrive at a park, find the 
campground, set up your tent, get set to relax and ----- put put---roar! 
Trailbikes or A.T.V.'s back and forth, between the tents and trailers, 
endless, aimless roaring about, destroying the stillness, shattering 
the peace! 

We also like, in winter, to take to the trails on skiis, on 
snowshoes, on foot, surrounded with the stillness of the woods, the hills 
and the mountains in winter, to restore our souls. Once it was possible 
to do this almost anywhere in the foothills and mountains. The Bragg 
Creek area is an example, where one could go to have a peaceful tour on skiis. 
Then came the ski-doos. No longer, for fear of life and limb can one 
ski there. We've been driven out. And the same is happening in our 
national parks. 

I have read much, in the press lately, of about how these motorized 
ones do not wish to be deprived of access to any part of the Bow Forest. 
They have been very noisy on this point, in harmony perhaps with the 
Machines they embrace, about being denied their rights. But they are 
utterly indifferent to our right to a little peace and quiet away from 
their noisome passage. 

I submit that there must be some areas set aside for those of us 
citizens who simply wish to enjoy the stillness, the beauty,and the peace 
of our forests and mountains without the nuisance of noise. For this reason, 
I heartily support the proposals of the Alberta Wilderness Association, 
and the Elbow Sheep Wilderness proposal in particular. 
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A few wilderness areas should be set aside where one could go 
and not be harassed by the machine. Some areas could be set aside for 
their use, perhaps. I would not object to this. I do object to being 
continually harassed by the machine. 


Yours truly, 


C. E. Johnson 
Calgary, Alberta 
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A STATEMENT OF CONCERN BY THE NORTHERN WILD 

SHEEP COUNCIL ON THE EFFECTS OF RESOURCE 

DEVELOPMENT IN THE EAST SLOPES OF ALBERTA 
ON BIGHORN SHEEP 
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A STATEMENT OF CONCERN BY THE NORTHERN WILD 
SHEEP COUNCIL ON THE EFFECTS OF RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENTS ON WILD SHEEP POPULATIONS IN 

WESTERN CANADA AND NORTHWESTERN UNITED STATES 


August, 1972 


The Northern Wild Sheep Council, comprised of research and management 
wildlife biologists from western Canada and the northwestern United States, 
wishes to express concern regarding current and future deleterious effects of 
resource developments, in particular mining activities, on bighorn sheep 
populations in western Alberta. We recognize and advocate multiple-use manage- 
ment of these lands but believe that present mineral exploration and extraction 
methods are not following sound multiple-resource management guidelines and if 
pursued will lead to the depletion of wild sheep populations over extensive 
areas. 

It is our contention that an economical, social, and ecologically 
accurate evaluation of all important resources on mineral/sheep ranges plus 
the formulation of a miltiple-use plan for these lands can result in the 
extraction of minerals as well as minimal reductions of sheep populations and 
other important renewable resources associated with these headwaters. In the 
Alberta Foothills some 20 per cent of the sheep winter ranges coincide with 
existing coal leases (1971 statistics). 

Bighorn sheep are very selective in their habitat requirements. Their 
range is restricted almost entirely to semi-open and open ranges near cliffs 
within the Sub-Alpine and Alpine zones, and severe winter conditions further 
restrict their winter range to areas comprising less than 5 per cent of the 
mountainous region. This animal is one of the least adaptable big game species 
to habitat intrusion by man. Wild sheep do not survive in neighboring forests 


as do elk, moose and deer. Therefore, they cannot be displaced from their 


small alpine environments and be expected to survive on neighboring lands 


1668 


where they were not formerly present. If their small critical ranges becone 
unavailable either through removal of vegetation and/or human harassment, then 
each herd will perish. 

We recognize that in some instances, in particular the limestone quarry 
operation at Cadomin, bighorn sheep have remained in good numbers in the 
vicinity of a mining operation. However, generally where mining occurred on 
wild sheep range, their numbers either declined significantly or disappeared. 
It is our opinion that past mining operations on bighorn sheep ranges in the 
Foothills of Alberta have resulted in a general decline in sheep numbers. The 
harassment and habitat destruction imposed by mining and allied operations were 
directly responsible for a significant portion of this decline. We know of no 
instance where resource development in the Foothills region has been beneficial 
to bighorn sheep populations. Despite inferences by developers that suitable 
winter ranges can be made on spoil areas, no such areas exist today in Alberta. 

The degree of impairment to their population and range depends upon the 
magnitude and timing of habitat impairment and harassment resulting from the 
development of roads, exploration lines, resource extraction and recreational 
pursuits. Of prime importance to the welfare of this magnificant wild ungulate 
in western Alberta is the prevention or limitation of habitat disturbance to 
the small winter grassland-rocky outcrop ranges and the minimizing of disturbance 
during the period from November to June. 

Adequate rehabilitation of destroyed alpine ranges has never been 
demonstrated, and reintroductions of wild sheep to rejuvenated mined ranges may 
not be satisfactory. We believe that mining exploration and extraction can be 
conducted so as to cause only slight impairment to wild sheep ranges with 
appropriate changes in existing mining practices. In most cases it appears that 


only small portions of mineral leases need be exempt from mining since these area: 
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are often also critical ranges for several other valuable wild ungulates such 

aS mountain goats, elk, mule deer and mountain caribou. Where important surface 
conflicts arise, consideration should be given to using underground mining 
methods in order to minimize range destruction and animal harassment. In some 
cases it may be necessary to delete mining from other critical habitat 
requirements such as natural licks, waterholes, or lambing areas. 

In summary, we contend that present mineral resource development practices 
in the Alberta Foothills, plus the recent frantic acceleration of coal mining 
activities in particular, are having increasingly deleterious effects on 
bighorn sheep populations. We believe that the matter is so serious that the 
very survival of bighorn sheep in many areas of western Alberta is threatened 
by present and contemplated mineral extraction programs. The major conflict 
lies in the increased practice of strip mining of critical portions of Sub- 
Alpine and Alpine meadows that are specific winter ranges for bighorn sheep. 

There is an urgent need for the government and resource-based companies 
to infuse sound ecological reasoning into foothill and alpine developments 
based on consultation with wildlife specialists. 

We thank you for your consideration of this statement and we hope you 
will accept our comments and offer of help in the light in which it was intended, 


namely, as that of a constructive associate. 


John G,. Stelfox 


Bryan Kemper for 131 biologist members from Alaska, 
Bill Wishart Northwest Territories, Alberta, British 
Blair Rippin Columbia, Montana, Idaho, Colorado. 


Gene Schoonveld 
Ron Stoneberg 
Ray Demarchi 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 
Brief submitted by Dunvegan Fish & Game Association, Fairview, Alberta. 


The fate of our eastern slopes will depend on the public hear- 
ings being held throughout the province this year. 

We, aS concerned citizens, should want to see the slopes an 
area of lush vegetation, with plant successions that will produce tim- 
ber, as well as abundant nutrition for wildlife with clear waters and 
pollution-free air. We feel that the entire development of the eastern 
slopes should be oriented to preserving the present way of life rather 
than destroying what we can never replace. 

We suggest that the entire matter of the eastern slopes land 
use and development be placed in the hands of a Board which is respon- 
sible to the appropriate Government department heads. 

It is felt that any commercial use of this land is not desir- 
able. These enterprises do not tend to cater to the common man, rather 
they focus their efforts on either tourists or the very well-to-do. 

The bulk of our population does not fall into either category. There- 
fore, the less exploitation of the entire area the better. 

We accept that the entire area cannot remain totally free of 
any land use, so we would suggest that forestry and the use of forest 
products continue, but under the strict observation of well-trained 
forestry officials, who ensure that all good forestry practices are 
carried out. We further suggest that they have the power to stop all 
operations if a company or companies are violating their agreement. 

We believe that the grazing leases should continue, but under 
supervision of range management officials, to ensure that overgrazing 
or serious hardships on grazing wildlife does not occur. 

Strip mining may be allowed in areas where it is economically 
and aesthetically feasible, but here again, stringent safeguards must 
be built in, that land reclamation and rebeautification are going on 
at the same rate as land destruction. These companies must show a pro- 
fit, otherwise they would not continue. Let them plow a good portion of 
that profit back into what they have destroyed. 
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We feel that there should be no interference with any of the 
watersheds, by forestry, grazing, or strip mining. These watersheds 
are not only vital to us as Albertans, they are vital to the North 
American continent, and as such, we should brook no polluting, inter- 
fering or silting up and closing off of any of our watercourses, even 
down to the smallest stream. If we may digress from our line of think- 
ing here to present several quotes, the crux of our concern becomes 
clear. From the Monthly Letter of the Royal Bank, August 1971, "Modern 
man, doubling his population every fifty or sixty years and carrying 
his technology into all parts of the earth, is a menace to wildlife 
everywhere." "One of the difficulties about promoting the conservation 
of wildlife is that one cannot put a dollar sign in front of a bird 
song, or the ballet-tike grace of a Rocky Mountain bighorn on a cliff 
side, or the beauty of a rainbow trout lazing below a waterfall. 

In closing, we feel that commercial interest re people, should 
not be allowed on the eastern slopes, but that the development along 
the main passes could continue but should be rigidly controlled. 

It is felt that it is not feasible to lock up and retain all 
the resources that are left but rather to conserve them, which means 
allowing the use of a renewable resource without impairing its ability 
to reproduce itself. Therefore we suggest enlarged Wilderness Areas, 
e.g. Wild Kakwa, and enlargement of Willmore Wilderness Park and no 
further encroachment allowed, and the establishment of a Wilderness 
Area in the Smoky River basin. : 

We accept the use of grazing areas and forests on the slopes, 
but ask that use be preceded by examination by qualified forestry and 
wildlife biologists that their recommendation be followed in the draw- 
ing of contracts. and that these experts have a continuing watch on 
operations with the authority to shut down if misuse occurs. 

Draft legislation that makes it an offence to tamper with any 
of our streams, and put teeth into it. 

In short, gentlemen, "We have met the enemy........ and he is US! 
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We hope that the utilization of our eastern slopes would be 
governed by a non-partisan board, 


who would devote their thinking and 
skills to maintaining the whole area in as natural a state as possible, 


for the enrichment and enjoyment of all of our people, not for the eco- 
nomic betterment of only a few. Our hope is that our children and their 
children will be allowed to know nature in the form that was created. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Brief presented by 
R. Westergaard 


May 25, 1973 


Environment Conservation Authority 
9912-107 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Gentlemen: 


With the current public opinion being as strong against any type of pollution 
or environmental damage it seems inconceivable that we would let our last natural 
frontier be exploited and reduced to little more than a commercial and economic play- 


ground. 


My main concern, relating to the Eastern Slopes, is the preservation of suitable 
habitat for our wildlife species. The only way that this can be done is through gov- 
ernment legislation which would limit or pronibit the extensive operations of oil and 
siesmic companies, strip mining operations, forest industries, and the grazing of cat- 
tle in the forest reserve. All of these types of exploitation drastically upset the 
natural balances in the area and may completely destroy the delicate forms of life 
that the wildlife in the area live upon. This can be easily seen in areas where cat- 
tle have been grazed extensively on the flat in the reserve. These cattle ultimately 
deplete the pasture to such an extent that the winter food supply of the elk is de- 
pleted. As a result the elk are forced to move up higher and in doing this they move 
onto the sheep range which has not a sufficient food supply for both types of species. 
I feel that these cattle should be completely removed from the forest reserve gradu- 
ally over the next three to five years, leaving this area solely for the use of our 
wildlife. 


I feel that certain areas, such as the Whitegoat, Siffluer, and Willmore wilder- 
ness areas, should be preserved in their natural state and that the only type of trans- 
portation allowed in the area should be by foot, horseback, canoe, or by some other 
primitive means of travel. In addition to these areas, I feel that the Ya-Ha~Tinda 
area should also be made into some sort of wilderness area so that the main wintering 
grounds of the elk will be preserved. 


By allowing any type of development in this area, whether it be camping facilities, 
service-stations, or multi-million dollar complexes we would be encouraging the use of 
our west country by large masses of people, and it is questionable as to whether this 
area could withstand the large concentrations of people that would come into the area. 
It is even more questionable as to whether the wildlife in the area could withstand 
these pressures and remain at their same population levels. 


I think that development should be limited to the urban or rural surrounding areas 
of the forest reserve and that no type of development, other than a few selected camp- 
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sites along the main transport corridors, be allowed in the forest reserve. This 
wourd leave the bulk of the mountain areas accessible only to campers, hunters, and 
fishermen who want to see the area in its natural state and not be bothered by large 
concentrations of fellow campers. 


As far as I am concerned the real joy of going camping in this area is going in 
and "roughing it." I don’t think that those people who feel that they should have 
all the comforts of home when they go camping belong in an area such as the East 
Slopes, and that if they want these comforts they should go to resorts such as Banff 
and Jasper, and leave the rest of this unspoiled country for those who really enjoy 
it! 


It is an old cliché that we must conserve this area for our following genera- 
tions, but nevertheless it is an accurate conclusion. For unless something is done 
about it now it will soon be too late and it will all be gone. I trust that the peo- 
ple of Alberta will take a stand on this issue and refuse to let development and ex- 
ploitation ruin this area. 


Yours sincerely, 
kindy ditleger?! 


Randy Westergaard 
Student of Spruce View School 
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THE ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


PRAIRIES BRANCH 


SUBMISSION TO 


PUBLIC HEARINGS ON LAND USE 
AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN 


THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Conducted by the Environment Conservation 


Authority, Government of Alberta 


Submitted by: G.C. Heald 
June, 1973 
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AREA UNDER REVIEW -— BOW RIVER BASIN 


General Aspects 


It is most important to recognize that mountain areas adjacent to large 
cities may have a potential recreational value in excess of any com- 
binations of commercial or industrial value. This is particularly 
relevant to the Bow River Basin where recreational use of the area would 
serve as a means of diverting excessive pressure on the use of Banff 
National Park. The basis of this submission is that this aspect must 


be considered together with any form of proposed development. 


Development in the near future will have a definite effect on the life 


style and potential of the inhabitants in the years to follow. 


A future society may accept a mutilated environment, but will probably 
react accordingly, with an inbred unawareness with respect to what con- 
stitutes pleasant conditions. With proper planning control the public 
is more likely to be aware of what the potentials are, and regard them 


as fundamental and desirable, to be maintained. 


Present Situation 
There is a tendency to consider Banff National Park as a semi-sacrosanct © 
area of land which must be preserved in a natural condition, whereas 

the land adjacent, identical mountain country separated only by an ar- 


bitrary line, may be used without concern for aesthetic considerations. 


The Canmore Corridor is an unfortunate example of unplanned development. | 
The visual impact of the present extent of development is far in excess 


of a similar amount of properly planned development. 
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Planning and Development 


It must be recognized that various types of development are inevitable 
and desirable. The Canmore Corridor will probably be subject to the 


greatest interest in the near future. 


It is probable that local residents in each area will polarize into 
attitudes that reflect personal preferences. Extremes may range from 
‘no development’ through ‘schemes are acceptable provided that they are 
not permitted in my area‘ to the opinion that a development potential 


is to be judged only by its economic feasibility. 


The opinion presented with this submission is that development must 
be coupled with planning and control to provide the means of attaining 


the desired results. 


Planning 


Effective planning will require an effective planning authority. Deve- 
lopment guides must be established. Zoning of the area may be a useful 
pre-requisite, but retaining required planning approval for detailed 


aspects of proposed developments. 


All proposed developments, whether from private interests or government 
agencies, should be subject to approval by a single Planning and Devel- 
opment Authority. This should include roads, trails, forestry devel- 
opment , and the like, with the result that there is one authority 
through which all developments are channelled for consideration of as- 


pects which may not have received attention. 


There would be a need for hearings for some types of proposals, and 


for appeals in cases of dispute. 
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The Authority should make every effort to process proposals without 


undue delay. 


The Authority must have statutory powers enabling control and enforce- 
ment of decisions. Firm guidelines for the planned development of the 
entire Basin should be established, based upon the general development 


policy which will hopefully arise from these hearings. 


The requirements of a planning authority should apply equally to all 
parties, notwithstanding whether the proposal is initiated by a Pro- 


vincial or Federal Government Department, or a private individual. 


Specific Development 

In the Canmore Corridor, development should be limited to residential, 

commercial, and recreational. Heavy industry, mining, and quarrying 

should be phased out. Approval for the extraction of valuable mineral 

deposits in the Basin area should be conditional upon specific agree- 
4 | 


ment to limit each operation to a concentrated and comprehensive short- 


) 


term period of extraction, followed by immediate restoration of the site. 


Areas of special interest should be reserved. This may conflict with 


areas of prime interest to developers, and should be resolved without 


delay. An example is the proposed Pigeon Mountain Resort, which appears 
to be located where a rare concentration of large douglas fir trees grow 


in the Wind Creek Valley. This site should be reserved. 


Roads should receive special attention. Engineering considerations alone 


result in despoilation of mountainsides. 
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If the road leading to Spray Lakes from Canmore is widened excessively, 
the damage to the hillside will exceed anything this side of the Kick- 
ing Horse Canyon, and be very conspicuous. The treatment of the edges 


of all new and improved roads should be subject to review. 


Roads in mountain areas should be designed for minimum destruction. 


Lower speeds must be accepted. 


There is a need for more recreational access roads, preferably paved, 
to permit access through valley bush country and render more remote 
areas accessible on foot. . More access roads will reduce crowding in 


the main valleys. 


An airport in the Canmore Corridor is incompatible with residential and 
recreational use of the area. The present air strip near Banff should 
be retained until land is available on the Stoney Indian Reservation near 
Seebe. The Banff air strip, although within a national park, is better 
located with regard to distance from habitation than would be the case 


near Canmore. 


Conclusion 
The Government of Alberta is to be congratulated for indicating an aware- 
ness of the need for special consideration of the future of the Eastern 


Slopes area. 
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BRIEF REFLECTING STUDENT CONCERN 
ON THE USE OF THE EASTERN SLOPES 
OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN RANGE IN ALBERTA 
Brief submitted by: 
Members of Student Body of 


Parkland Composite High School, 
Edson 


We suggest that the main use of the Eastern Slopes be one that 
already exists: that is, a watershed. Certain proposed developments will 
require the clearing of many acres of valuable watershed, thus causing 
flooding that will scar the landscape and destroy the environment of the 
wildlife. Timber harvests have resulted in leaving bare spots of land 
along many creeks and rivers. This causes erosion to occur. This ero- 
Sion muddies the water which is harmful to the fish and other water 
creatures. Therefore we think that there should be no clearcutting 
al lowed. 


We also feel there is a need for more wildlife reserves. The 
preservation of many of our wild animals would become threatened if 
development were allowed to occur in certain regions of the Eastern Slopes 
where wild animals flourish. 


Another of our concerns deals with the proposed clearing of 
numerous acres of scenic landscape for the development of industrial 
sites. These sites would result in leaving scars on the land, and pollu- 
tion in the creeks and rivers. We propose that no further developments 
of this type be allowed to occur in the Western Region of our province, 
as it is a threat to the stability of our environment. 


It is our opinion that when regions (parks or wilderness areas) 
were set aside, a rule had been set that no vehicles were to be allowed. 
We feel that there should be no permits available for companies intending 
on exploring for natural resources in these regions. Instead they 
should be left alone in their natural state. 
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The increase in the number of people that would occur if perma- 
nent commercial developments were allowed, would cause an uncontrollable 
amount of litter. As it is there isn't enough time and money spent on litter 
control presently. 


We feel, though, that more campsites and youth hostels are 
necessary. We think wilderness camping areas should also be set up 
where natural wildlife presently flourishes, and where it will be able 
to continually do so. It is suggested that in certain areas cainpstoves 
be installed, to prevent the possibility of forest fires caused by 
careless campers. We propose that strong fines should be enforced on 
litterers of these areas. 


In conclusion, we feel that some of the campsites and youth 
hostels should be allowed to be developed, but the larger industrial and 
commercial proposals would be nothing but a threat to the environment of 
many forms of wildlife. 


(Followed by 118 signatures ) 


Submitted by: 


Doug Woeppel and John Tanghe, 
Members of the Student Body, 
Parkland Composite High School, 
Edson. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


BRIEF SUBMITTED BY: Miss Ann McKendrick 
JULY, 1973 


ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION BOARD 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


RE: THE EAST SLOPE HEARINGS 


I am concerned over the present land use of the eastern slopes. This 
brief will attempt to explain my feelings and some possible actions and 
resolutions that should occur, but in no way is this an attempt to 
disclose results of extensive studies which must be forthcoming. An 
outline of the points expressed in the following are: 

1. why agricultural land should be maintained, 

2. problems arising from acreages and urban development, and 


3. solutions or alternatives. 


My great, great Grandfather, Rev. George McDougall, and his son David 

(my great Grandfather) lived on lands that supported all those who dwelt 
in the Bow-Valley regions. Now the areas are being marred by petroleum, 
coal and urban developments that are referred to as 'progress'. 

Granted that there must be some progress, but this does not mean that 
urban sprawl or other developments be allowed to use valuable agricultural 
land for selfish or unwise uses. However, why is it important to save 


agricultural land? Listed below are only a few of the many justifications: 
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1. Only so much land on earth is arable. 

2. Land that is very productive can not retain its productivity 
unless large quantities of fertilizers are employed. 

3. Land can only produce a certain quantity of food per acre. 

4. At present the world's food demands are not being met 
(although this problem is not only dependent on food production; 
but also on distribution), even though in Canada we have not 
fully utilized our agricultural potential. 

5. Several industrial economies have unwisely used their arable 
land. The arable land remaining can not support their population 
and they must import food from countries like Canada. 

6. Agriculture and supporting industries are still responsible for 
65% of the total Alberta economy, 

7. Granted that we do not face a food shortage problem in Alberta, 
but we must avoid this problem and we have a moral obligation 


to produce food for other nations, 


One of thegreatest threats to ranch and farmland surrounding urban areas 
in the foothills of Alberta is the subdivision of land into acreages. 
The urban sprawl continues to expand along with all the other urban 


problems. By this I mean - 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 
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The protection and management of the land are not being 
considered. 

A section of land which once supported only cattle or 

grain now has thirty-two or more homes (assuming 20 

acres per home) each having their own water well and 

sewage system. Not only is the level of the water table 
endangered in some cases but also the purity of the water. 
Subdivided land no longer is economically productive and 
has reduced the number of plowed acres for grain and grazing 
acres for cattle. 

As the amount of agricultural land decreases, food prices 
will increase directly as the increase in population. The 
demand for less readily available products will cause a 
continuous upward trend in prices. 

Subdividing might be described as a contagious disease as 
surrounding farms are soon eveseeea by higher taxes, urban 
and economic pressures to sell their land. Thus we see 
urban sprawl around cities like Calgary expanding further 


and further. 
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6) Acreages become like little urban subdivisions demanding 
increased services - new and better roads, electric power, 
telephones and expansion of existing rural schools. The 
expansion causes existing adequate services to be dispersed 


into rural areas and thus increases the municipal tax rate. 


Subdivision of agricultural land into acreages or expansion of cities, towns 
or villages should be stopped immediately until thorough studies and 
investigations of the total effect on the economy, environment and society 
has been established. Already such a policy exists in British Columbia. 
Alberta should have a similar policy. Society must remember that even 
though Alberta is a large province that only a certain percentage of land 


is available as economical producible agricultural land. 


One of the main reasons why the trend of moving from the rural areas to the 
city has changed so that many people desire to live in the rural areas is 
urban pressures. People seek the peace, tranquility and serenity that is 
offered in a rural setting. They want to escape the many urban frustrations. 
Therefore I propose the following solutions to this problem: 


1. Prevent any subdivision of agricultural land. 
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If an area is sold it must be purchased by an individual 

or a group of individuals who must centralize and limit 

the development area to not more than ten acres (i.e. the 
houses should be built on a relatively small percentage 

of the existing area). All services should be shared so that 
the water source, sewage system and others should be common 

to all and adequate. The remaining land should be set aside 
for a communal pasture or farming area. 

To relieve the pressure on agricultural land, public lands on 
the East Slope should be managed for a spectrum of recreational 
uses, This spectrum of uses would span from wilderness 
recreation areas, such as proposed by the Alberta Wilderness 
Association, to facility oriented recreation sites such as 
West Castle. The emphasis, however, on public land management 
on the East Slope should be on preservation and conservation 


rather than on exploitation. Under no circumstances should we 


allow any deterioration on the East Slope watershed. 


Sg ey submitted, 


ve or, re Vise Maccgei LWW Cduth 


ANN McDOUGALL McKENDRICK 
BOX 162 

COCHRANE, ALBERTA 

TOL OWO 
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A Submission on Land Use and 
Resource Development in the Eastern Slopes 
Pertaining Specifically to the Crowsnest Forest 


Reserve and/Sport Fishing Therein 


by 


Buck Cunningham 
Assistant Professor 


Lethbridge Community College 


former 
Fishery Biologist 


Province of Alberta 
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A SUBMISSION ON LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 
PERTAINING SPECIFICALLY TO THE CROWSNEST FOREST RESERVE AND SPORT FISHING 
THEREIN. 


One of the most significant features of the Oldman River watershed 
is that the area comprised of Crown land within the Crowsnest Forest 
Reserve is small both in relation to the percent of such land in Alberta, 
and the percent of patented land in the province. The fishery potential 
of streams in this region is limited by low annual water temperatures 
and low mean winter discharges; the species composition of native fish in 
these streams consists primarily of cutthroat trout, mountain whitefish, 
and Dolly Varden. Exotic species (brook, brown, golden, and rainbow 
trout plus Kokanee) have been introduced in several waters in this area, 
most of which were previously barren of fish; the capability of these 
waters (primarily lakes) is also limited because of the low basic pro- 
ductivity and size of sub-alpine and alpine waters. All of the above 
species of fish are characteristic of cool, clear, unpolluted waters and 
are not tolerant of environmental alterations to their habitat. Despite 
the above limitations, the fishery resources within the Crowsnest Forest 
Reserve presently sustain intensive, spiralling recreational demands; in 
excess of 100,000 anglers annually have been estimated to frequent this 
area for fishing in a recent economic survey. Therefore, land use types 
which might degrade the capability of this area to satisfy these recrea- 
tional demands must be carefully controlled. Recreational use of this 
area can be expected to increase substantially even in the foreseeable 
future; losses of sport fishery capability cannot be tolerated under 


these circumstances. 
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Improved access to this area will result in increased pressure on 
all stream sport fisheries since roads generally paraliel these; this 
access will also destroy the quality of a wilderness fishing experience 
in the remote lakes. The probable paving of the Forestry Trunk Highway 
will permit motorized access to an unprecedented scale, further aggrava- 
ting the above problems. Other problems which may be anticipated are 
needs for vehicular service centres, overcrowding of existing campsites, 
loss of the wilderness. aspect of the entire area, and pressure for further 
improvement of trails and other access roads, which would create even 
greater exploitation of sport fisheries. The number and size of campsites 
along the proposed highway must be increased and camping restricted to 
such areas only; otherwise, litter and maintenance problems will occur. 
Also, motorized traffic ought to generally be restricted to the main 
highway except in special circumstances; footpaths and trails could be 
used to provide limited access to other reaches of the watershed. 

Permanent annual recreational developments located ''within'' the 
Forest Reserves might conceivably lead to a demand for annual sport 
fishing opportunities on streams presently open to fishing only on 
alternate years. Such a demand would be contrary to the present east 
slope stream management plan necessary to maintain quality angling for 
native, wild fish of desirable size. It is not possible to satisfy 
recreationa! fishing opportunities based solely on stocking catchable 


size fish in these streams since this procedure has been found to be a 
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fallacy. Native wild fish present in undisturbed streams are necessary 
to sustain sport-fishing pressure. Serious thought should therefore be 
given to locating permanent recreational developments outside the bound- 
aries of Forest Reserves. Extensive recreational developments in them- 
selves could destroy the wilderness quality of the Crowsnest Forest and 
would probably also lead to the development of associated service centres. 
The scarcity of land in southern Alberta suitable for a wilderness 
experience must be considered by the Environment Conservation Authority. 

An absence of supervision over timber harvest operations including 
such aspects as on site road construction and location, slash disposal, 
reclamation and reforestation has often caused extensive bank damage to 
adjacent streams and increases in stream siltation. Siltation of streams 
reduces their capacity to produce and maintain sport fish. Timber 
harvest has created a conflict with other tourist oriented recreational 
activities as well, and will continue to do so unless more stringently 
regulated. The policy of some government administrators that all mer- 
chantable timber must be harvested is not compatible within the concept 
of those persons interested in use of parts of the Crowsnest Forest as 
wilderness areas and is in need of revision. 

Coal mines in this area (both surface and subsurface) and the ex- 
ploration for caal reserves have created serious problems with the 
water quality of some mountain streams. For example, the chronic efflu- 


ents from subsurface mines contain high amounts of iron and other irons 
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such as lead, zinc, and copper metals which are toxic to fish. These 
effluents all drain into streams within the Oldman River watershed; 
although not generally acidic, the effluents degrade the water quality 
of receiving streams. Upon reacting with the alkaline water of such 
streams the high concentrations of iron blanket stream bottoms for 
considerable distances with a precipitate of oxidized iron. This 
reaction directly reduces the capacity of such streams to produce and 
maintain sport fish. Since coal reserves in the Crowsnest Forest 
Reserve contain large amounts of iron this sort of problem occurs at 
all existing and abandoned underground mines and may be expected to 
occur at all new mine operations. At present there is no practical 
solution to the problem of chronic effluents; therefore, the approval 
of future underground mining applications in this area is questionable 
if water quality is to be maintained. 

Landslides of overburden and coal from surface mines for coal in 
the Crowsnest Forest Reserve have on at least two recent occasions 
fouled adjacent streams (East Crowsnest and Racehorse Creeks); because 
such mines are invariably located on steep inclines at high elevations, 
and often directly above nearby streams, a distinct possibllity of occur- 
rence of landslides exists. Since such mines are often located at or 
near the headwaters of adjacent streams the probability of landslides 
of undesirable spill material into them is high. This is especially 
so because of the generally high amount of precipitation in mountainous 


terrain. Since no abandoned strip mine in this area has been adequately 
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reclaimed, and in fact no restoration effort at all has been made on 
most, it is still an academic question whether this is possible. The 
problem of high elevations (6000 - 8400 feet), presence at or above 
timberline of existing or proposed surface mines, and lack of topsoil 
combined with short growing seasons all mitigate against successful 
rehabilitation. As has been pointed out previously, even if it is 
found that surface mines for coal in mountainous terrain can be 
adequately restored their presence while operational can certainly 
affect the recreational experience of a fishing trip. Studies have 
shown that elements of the natural environment - water quality, natural 
beauty, and privacy while fishing - are consistently rated by anglers 
as the most important factors influencing fishing enjoyment. The con- 
cept of environmental management must be considered if quality fishing 
experiences are to be provided. Whether these requirements would be 
compatible with surface mines and associated activities in the Crowsnest 


Forest is debatable. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE 


EASTERN SLOPES OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS 
A Brief Submitted to 


The Environment Conservation Authority 


Province of Alberta 


by 


SIERRA CLUB OF ALBERTA 


dE A ald bag 


(P. J, Vermeulen) Acting Chairman, 
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BRIEF by SIERRA CLUB OF ALBERTA 


to 
THE PUBLIC HEARINGS ON LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
in the 


EASTERN SLOPES OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS 


as INTRODUCTION 
We are pleased to have the opportunity to comment on the future use 
of this area and will discuss the subject firstly in a general way followed by 


specific comments concerning the Old Man River and Bow River Watersheds 


2 GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR MANAGEMENT OF THE EASTERN SLOPES 
2.1 Population 

Before any future development can be allowed in the "Eastern Slopes" 
the likely future population of Alberta must be estimated and its probable 
needs and desires taken into account. The present population is 1.6 million 
having a major impact on an area of about 101,240 ae. miles giving an average 
population density of 16 persons/sq. mile. The majority of this population 
is contained in the southern half of the province distributed in such a way 
that the Eastern Slopes have suffered little from human settlement and 
activity. The reason for this as yet happy state of affairs is simply that 
the land is unsuitable for arable agriculture but is required for water and 
timber supplies. Thus the majority of the area is contained within the 
boundaries of the.Rocky Mountains Forest Reserve of which 9,000 sq. miles in 
the Clearwater, Bow River, and Crowsnest Forests represent a conservation 
area devoted to watershed protection, 

The main population centres lie to the East of the Eastern Slopes 


area, and, with the exception of Edmonton and Medicine Hat, close to its 
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eastern boundary. Since further rapid population growth will be the result 
of industrial development, it is anticipated that the existing centres will be 
the nuclei of this growth. Thus the Eastern Slopes must come under increas-— 
ing population pressure in the near future, Furthermore, the Eastern Slopes 
are readily accessible to the present population as a recreational resource 
and therefore represent a major desirable factor in their current ‘Quality of 
Titel: 

Consideration of likely Canadian population growth, assuming that 
pollution and other detrimental factors can be controlled, suggests that 40 
million people can live in Canada without a serious decline in the present 
quality of life. it is anticipated that Alberta could grow to about 3.6 
million people during this period of National increase necessitating that the 
Eastern Slopes be carefully protected from their impact. To assess this 
situation it should be realised that about 2,000 sq. miles of wildlands and 
parkland are used by Calgarians for recreation, and despite this the natural 
values such as solitude and freedom from noise, fauna, flora, birdlife, good 
hunting and fishing, and splendid unspoiled habitat are managing to survive, 
Thus some 17,000 sq. miles are needed by a population of 3.6 million if they 
are to enjoy a similar quality of life as that enjoyed by the present 
Calgarians. This argument only holds so long as a minority are using the 
wildlands at any given time and hence it is essential that population centres 
be well spaced relative to the Eastern Slopes in order to preserve the 


environmental quality. 


2.2 Recreation Land Requirements and Watershed Protection 


The previous section argued in favour of maintaining 17,000 sq. miles 
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of wildlands and parkland, which is about the current total of Banff Park, 
Jasper Park, Waterton Park, Crowsnest Forest, Bow River Forest, Clearwater- 
Rocky Forest, White Goat Wilderness, Siffleur Wilderness, Ghost River 
Wilderness, and Willmore Wilderness, and this largely from Alberta's point of 
view. However, the pressure, from visitors external to the Province on the 
Mountain Parks, is increasing rapidly due to tourism promotion and now poses a 
serious threat to the well-being of these areas such that a sizeable 
proportion of this pressure must be diverted to other areas of the Eastern 
Slopes. This will then necessitate tighter controls on human impact or 
diffusing their effects over a larger area. The present policy of watershed 
protection is obviously vital to the well-being of the people of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, and their future populations, and hence must be pursued with 
even greater vigilance. However, recreational use of the hiking, skiing, 
camping, mountaineering, horseback riding, hunting and fishing kinds, with 
care, would not be incompatible with good watershed management and should be 


permitted wherever possible. 


2.3 Wildlife and Biological Reserves 


The southern part of Alberta, i.e., the region south of Athabasca, has 
an area of approximately 112,350 sq. miles of which about 79,460 sq. miles 
are farm lands and human habitation. Thus only 29% (32,890 sq, miles all 
within the Eastern Slopes) is available for the preservation of nature free 
from man's major encroachments, although this area must so far suffer from 
multiple use philosophy. In the 71% no major ungulates or predators remain 
and the I:nd surface has been transformed to suit the requirements of man and 


his machines, This area, bigger than the U.K. (94,279 sq. miles) or half the 
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size of France (212,659 sq. miles), is large enough to accommodate all future 
human population growth and therefore there is no need for human settlement 

and urbanism to encroach any further on the land remaining to unfettered 
mature. Hence the retention of the Eastern Slopes as a wildlife and biological 
reserve is not only possible but necessary in order that the people of Alberta 
may benefit from untrammelled nature, so raising their lives above the 
mediocrity that has descended on countries which have exterminated their wild 


and natural places. 


2.4 Multiple Use Philosophy 


The Eastern Slopes abound with non-renewable resources of high 
short-term value to profit hungry men, They also contain renewable resources 
such as forests, game, water supply, recreation, solitude and 
natural values, fish, pasture, and havens from urban noise. A perusal of the 
resource maps for the region shows that there is intense coal exploration 
activity throughout, and because of dwindling oil and gas reserves further 
exploration from this cause can be expected. In the past considerable damage 
has been caused by resource exploration, and because of eased access, has 
resulted in unwarranted human impact via recreational machines with great 
capacity for damage to the environment. The extent of past activity and that 
projected, indicatesthat a "profit now repent in riches" policy has been 
pursued with the result that the renewable resources may be destroyed forever. 
The prospect of large scale mining in such a sensitive ecological area is 
abhorrent and can have justification only in the minds of greedy individuals. 

The coal, oil and gas needs of the province must be taken into 
account, and also of Canada as a whole, but here we suggest that the argument 


stops, i.e. exportation of coal, oil and gas to other countries from these 
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deposits should have low priority in order to avoid unnecessary environmental 
damage. Mining of any kind, and oil and gas activities, should not be 
allowed in ecologically sensitive areas, in key wildlife areas, in regions 
where water quality or watershed conservation would be endangered, in areas 
of beauty, in recreation areas, or in areas near or above tree line. A 
complete environmental impact study must be undertaken, accounting for the 
short term gain versus loss of very long term renewable resource, before any 
activity is allowed and then may only proceed if the area can be restored 
permanently and substantially to its former quality. 

Past exploration activities have resulted in an extensive system of 
roadways and trails throughout the forested area of the Eastern Slopes with 
consequent soil erosion, stream siltation, and increased runoff. Such 
inconsiderate behaviour, in the future, must not be tolerated, guaranteed 
complete restoration being a precondition required before any activity is 
begun. Companies guilty of past abuses should be required to restore 
designated areas before being allowed to undertake new projects. 

Grazing of domestic stock represents an incompatible use of the area 
in that there is competition for forage with wildlife; surely the present 
101,240 sq. miles devoted to farming and beef cattle is enough without 
encroaching on the remainder? Also cattle damage watercourses causing 
degradation of water quality which is in no one’s best interests. Furthermore, 
there is potential conflict with recreational uses of the area, camping for 
example. Thus grazing on Crown lands ought to be reduced in favour of 
wildlife and the preservation of excellent quality watershed, 

There does not seem to be basic conflict between forestry operated 


under sustained yield conditions and good conservation of the environment, 
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provided cutting practices are aesthetically pleasing. Also since forest 
fires are now well controlled cutting is desirable in order tOmaintain forage 


for wildlife. 


2.5 Roads, Recreational Vehicles, All-Terrain Vehicles, and Noise 


An inspection of the maps covering the Eastern Slopes shows that 
there are enough roads already, and that the highway grid through the 
established settlements to the east should form the main routes of access, 
The forestry trunk road should never become a major through-way, and any 
improvements should be designed to cater only for slow speed (less than 
50 mph), start and stop, nature viewing traffic. 

The current trend of the more affluent minority towards the use of 
so-called recreational vehicles and all-terrain vehicles, is deplorable and 
completely incompatible with the nature of the Eastern Slopes. This use of 
"mechanical crutches" only serves to promote further lowering of an already 
too low level of physical fitness in the population with consequent increase 
in health care costs to the Province, Further, since the major object of 
using the machine is to "take on the wilderness" (quote from Japanese TV ad), 
the rider cannot possibly enjoy the area he is passing through, cannot see 
wildlife except when running it down, or appreciate the natural values of 
the area, and frequently causes environmental damage, Snowmobiles and 
trailbikes are particularly obnoxious due to their excessive noise and 
exhaust fumes which pollute the atmosphere for hours. The noise from these 
machines is easily heard up to 2 miles away, i.e., an area of at least 12 sq. 
miles is destroyed of natural values by the selfish action of perhaps one 


unthinking person, and this is for a stationary source, If the machine is 
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in motion then a corridor 4 miles wide is swept clear of solitude and replaced 
by urban banalism, It makes little sense to sell precious resources, perhaps 
obtained by severe environmental damage, to nations which export back to us 
machines which can cause further degradation of the environment. 

We support the principle that people (provided they do not become 
too numerous) may have recreational access to wildlands such as the Eastern 
Slopes but can never condone the idea that machines plus people have 
recreational right in wildlands. We feel that the use of mechanical crutches 
is a growing problem (it is already acute in California), and that it will 
only be a short time before massed produced individual hovercraft are promoted 
as prairte schooners for "taking on" the wheat fields. The potential for 
conflict and watershed damage looms large and perhaps the only way to resolve 
it is to zone certain areas of the Eastern Slopes for this use. These areas 
should be close to the population centres with all other areas completely 
closed to off-highway use by these machines. In che far greater closed area 
cut lines and seismic trails (the cause of the growth in machine use) should 
be closed down and restored. We deplore the continuing advertisement 1 
imploring people to buy machines for environmental destruction, under the 
disguise that the machines are recreational, and strongly urge the Government ~ 


' 


of Alberta to remove this threat to the environment. 


«, 


2.6 Establishment of Specific Wildlands and Biological Reserves 


The present Provincial Wilderness areas at about 2,180 sq. miles 
represent only 1.9% of Southern Alberta (see 2,3), even Banff and Jasper Parks : 
only amount to 6%, so all in all the well-protected areas are completely 


‘ 
dwarfed by the 71% devoted to ranching and agriculture, It is therefore 


a ae 
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vital that the Alberta Wilderness Association's proposals to set aside 

2,286 sq. miles (2%) be given very serious consideration lest Southern 
Alberta end up with only 8% (including the Parks) of protected lands for 
future generations. This 10% total (including the National Parks) would 
seem to be the minimum desirable for Southern Alberta. Further, we support 
the concept that the additional protected lands should be open to people for 
recreation, hunting and fishing, but completely closed to machines. Since 
non-renewable resources can only be used once it matters little in the long 
term whether they are used at all. Therefore such resource exploitation 
should only be permitted under a rapid phase-out policy. It is far better 
to make decisions in favour of the very long life natural values than in 
favour of very short life economic ones which may destroy the area 
completely if carried out,and which in any case have a total value far inferior 


to the continuous undisturbed natural one. 


2.7 Disposition of Crown Lands in the Eastern Slopes 


We are strongly of the opinion that Crown land should not be leased 
for private purposes, on the grounds that there is no possibility of ensuring 
fair distribution and also because such disposal of land injects sores of 
urban life, thereby destroying the reason for acquiring the land in the first 
place. Furthermore, we strongly oppose the sale of Crown land for the simple 


reason that too much is in too few private hands already. 


2.8 Public Behaviour 
Increased recreational activity and the vigorous promotion of 
tourism will ensure more public abuse of the region, Thus it is imperative 


that the present ranger field manpower be substantially increased to ensure 
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that this abuse does not take place. A user fee system similar to the National 


Parks should be established to provide the financial resources, 


2.9 Tourist Resorts and Visitor Service aciidties 

In general we are opposed to developments which will bring about 
encroachment of suburbia in the Eastern Slopes. However, in order that the 
National Parks be preserved for future generations it is necessary to reduce 
the pressure on the present Park facilities. Thus we support proposals which 
will group visitor services in a limited number of designated locations so long 
as ribbon development and cheap and nasty "business architecture” is prohibited. 
The tightest possible controls should be exercised in order to produce tasteful 
and aesthetic development. 

The major highways crossing the area (east to west) are the obvious 
routes on which to locate the required facilities. But, the temptation to 
exploit the tourist by promotion and therefore proliferating facilities must be 
resisted on two counts, 

a) facility proliferation destroys the values being sought and 
b) the age of cheap transport and therefore of the gullible tourist may be 
coming to an end. 

All proposals for facilities in the Eastern Slopes must be compatible 
with the nature of the region, i.e., the facilities must be to serve the basic 
needs of the visitor who has come to visit the region for its own sake, and not 


because of the attraction of the service centre. 
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Se COMMENTS ON THE COMMERCIAL PROPOSALS FOR THE OLD MAN RIVER BASIN 
3.1 Major Proposals 
Castle Mountain Resort and the White Spruce Development appear to 
conflict and therefore the development having the least urban effect should be 
selected. 
Youth Hostels have a minimal environment effect and therefore we 


approve of the proposals. 


3.2 Other Proposals 


We have no objections to the campgrounds and trail riding operation 
proposals but have serious doubts about the recreational cottage developments. 
If the recreational cottages are private, and represent suburban encroachment 


into wildlands, then we are strongly opposed. 


4. COMMENTS ON THE COMMERCIAL PROPOSALS FOR THE BOW RIVER BASIN 
4.1 Major Proposals 

Assiniboia represents an urban extension of the Canmore Corridor, 
and the site is a big game area and known grizzly bear habitat. Furthermore, 
the site draws suburbia along Banff Park boundary, In total the plan is ill- 
conceived and therefore we strongly oppose the project, 

In principle we have no opposition to the proposed developments 
within the Canmore Corridor, provided they are in good taste, and compatible with 
the environment. 

The Bow Wildlife Park deserves every support, and if the research is 
to be concerned with game ranching having an aim the eventual re-establishment 
of major wild animals in the agricultural area of Alberta as a food resource, 


then it is doubly commendable. 
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Pigeon Mountain Resort would infringe on a big game area, does not 
appear necessary in light of the other proposals near Banff Park gate, and in 
all likelihood would be an eyesore to visitors. We recommend abandonment of 
the scheme and restoration of the area. 

The Elbow-Sheep Recreational Wilderness has our fullest support as 


do the Youth Hostel proposals. 


4.2 Other Proposals (The numbering is that of Bulletin No. 4) 


1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 have no reason for opposition. 

8. Oppose. 

9. This scheme is perhaps in conflict with the proposed Recreational 
Wilderness Area, if so, the Recreational Wilderness Area should have 
priority. 

10. Oppose. 

11 and 14. In need of more information before a judgement can be 
made. 

2) (Support. 

13. Oppose. 

15, Support: 

16. Oppose. 

L7 ‘Supportr 

18. Oppose. 

19 and 20. Support, 


21. Oppose if development not fully open to public. 


1705 


4.3 Recreational Cottages and Mobile Home Parks 


These developments are encroachments of suburbia into the region 
with consequent destruction of the natural uncrowded values the suburbanites 
were seeking. The developments are likely to - private in nature and there- 
fore discriminatory towards the public majority. Thus we strongly oppose 


the proposals. 


4.4 Kananaskis Highway 


This deplorable project must not be allowed to progress further to 
the present design standards. The construction plans for the first 11 miles, 
and for the remainder up to Kananaskis Lakes, should be revised to build a 
road consistent with a 50 mph safe maximum speed instead of an average speed 
in excess of 70 mph. The road could then have scenic curves, vegetation could 
be fairly close to the shoulders, and the route could follow closely the 
existing road. Passing lanes could be provided where necessary, and local 
widening employed at viewpoints. Thus the environmental damage will be 
minimised together with the cost to the taxpayer. 

The impact of the highway will be by no means insignificant, since 
traffic noise will adversely affect a two mile wide band (4 miles wide if 
motorbikes are present) along the route, thereby destroying wilderness values. 
Furthermore, the general public will quickly transform the route into yet 
another linear garbage dump, together with short pedestrian excursions with 
destructive recreation machines into the 2 mile strip dropping further litter, 
broken glass, and destroying habitat. If the road is completed to Coleman 
then 220 sq. miles (Calgary is 156 sq. miles) of beautiful land and wildlife 


habitat will be degraded, hardly insignificant. Thus public behaviour must 
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be regulated compatible with the quality of the Kananaskis valley, and by this 
we imply that vehicles will not be allowed off the road system, that recre- 

ational and all-terrain vehicles will be prohibited, and more than the present 
token police supervision provided. Furthermore, there is no reason to extend 


the upgrading beyond the Kananaskis Lakes. 


5. CLOSURE 

The manner of implementation of these hearings and the quality of 
the Information Bulletins is a credit to the Alberta Environment Conservation 
Authority. The material published has been of no small help to us in the 
preparation of this brief and we were delighted to find that there is a 
peaidias conservation conscience in Alberta, We therefore sincerely hope that 
the outcome of these hearings will be a decision in favour of overwhelming 
conservation of the Eastern Slopes, including all its wildlife, and with 


recognition of compatible recreation as a permitted activity. 


Wp i weet! Ae 


(P, J. Vermeulen) 
Acting Chairman 
June 1973, 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Letter received by the Environment Conservation Authority 


August lst, 1973. 


Hnvironment Conservation Authority 
9912 - 197 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Sirs: 


We have been reading in the newoaper that the 
Wilderness Association would like to prohibit the use 
of all motor vehicles for recreational use in the Rocky 
Mountain and foothills areas, 


My friends and myself and family disagree witn this 
proposal as we enjoy snowmobiling, hunting, motorbike riding 
and fishing in these areas in both summer and winter, Ail 
areas should be available to all types of public recreation 
and not just for one group. 


we have also seen enjoying the Kananaskis and Spray 
Lekes areas for many years and would hate to see any 
commercial developments in these areas. 


Sincerely yours, 


i Department of 1708 


ZA Eid-u-ca-tion 


Government of the Province of Alberta 


Executive Building, 10105 - 


pores Eamontant Albacia T5J 2V2 
Telephone: 229-3202 AC403, TELEX: ALTAEDCOMM, TWX: ED ADMIN EDM 


June 29, 1973 


Dr. W. R. Trost, Chairman 
Environment Conservation Authority 
9912 - 107 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

TSK 165 


Dear Dr. Trost: 


It has come to my attention that the Canadian Youth Hostels Association 
through the Alberta Youth Hostels Council, is presenting a brief at your 
hearings, regarding Land Use and Resource Development in the Eastern Slopes. 


It is entirely likely that the field of out-door education will be a 
rapidly expanding one over the next several. years. In addition, a rapidly 
expanding concern for certain aspects of Environmental Education will likely 
be evidenced. It has been brought to the attention of the Alberta Department 
of Education on more than one occasion that one of the limiting features 
regarding expansion of such programs has been the lack of facilities such as 
those proposed in the brief of the Alberta Youth Hostels Council. | should 
like to go on record personaily, and from the context of my position of an 
Acting Associate Director of Curriculum, with the Alberta Department of 
of Education as supporting the proposal suggested by the Alberta Youth 
Hostels Council. |! would expect that many school boards would also support 
these proposals and in fact, have received information which would suggest 
that some had already formally done so. 


Trusting that you and your commission will give every consideration to 
the above mentioned proposal, and thanking you in advance for such considera- 
tion, | remain. 


Yours truly, 
G. B. Hawley 


Acting Associate Director of Curriculum 
Curriculum Branch 


GBH :wh 


cc: E. A. Torgunrud, Director of Curriculum; Mr. L. Hurst. 
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POSITION BRIEF 


OF 


ALBERTA GREAT WEST COUNTRY VACATIONS ASSOCIATION 
TOWARD 


LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 
Mrs. Laura Castleman 
Vacation Hostess 
Alberta Great West Country Vacations Assoc. 
Bentley, Alberta 
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INTRODUCTION 

Alberta Great West Country Vacations Association is an organization set up 
by farmers and ranchers for the purpose of promoting farm and ranch vacations in 
Alberta and to assist in the co-operative advertising of available accommodation. 

This paper is presented on behalf of the farmers and ranchers of the Alberta 
Great West Country Vacations Association who have expressed a concern over 
proposed Land Use and Resource Development in the Eastern Slopes and any inherent 
conflicts that are apt to arise through such developments. 

The goals of the Association were established to assist farmers and ranchers 
in obtaining a supplemental income source through the provision of recreational 
facilities and services to Alberta residents and tourists. And, in so doing, 
improve cultural relationships between rurai and urbai) people while increasing 
the viability of the family farm unit as well as the economic stability of the 
rural community. 

Through the operation of farm and ranch vacations to paying guests "first 
time" experiences ere in the offering. In addition Piece opportunity of learning 
first hand of the farm and ranch operation and the inherent problems and pleasures 
of country life, a chance is given to visitors to enjoy nature at its best in a 
peaceful relaxed atmosphere away from the crowds, highways, noise and the commer- 
Cialism of so many vacation areas. 

Alberta Great West Country Vacation Association is gravely concerned over 
the effect that the extent of the proposed recreational and industrial development, 
in the Eastern Slopes, may have over their way of life and livelihood, now and 
for future generations. 

The Association realizes that some industrial and recreational developments in 
the Eastern Slopes will be necessary, .but must it be to the extent proposed. Perhaps 


a common ground can be reached, or is our "greed" for "playareas"” and "money" so 
great that we cannot think of the long range effects that overdevelopment now, we 


will have on our future. 
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A. RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

The Association is aware that existing tourist recreational facilities are 
now being used to the limit and expansion in this area is inevitable. But, is 
it necessary to open up Alberta's foothills and mountain regions for this purpose? 

-Is it necessary to have commercialized tourist operations scattered throughout 

these regions? 

Cannot suitable areas be designated for commercial development and others 
‘left as nature intended - accessible only by foot, horseback or canoe, leaving a 
large portion designated as wilderness and unaccessible? 
Possible Solution: Strict control should be held over these areas by the 

Environment Conservation Authority with development permits being issued 

only when the need dictates in the areas designated for that specific type 

of development, keeping in mind the needs of future Albertans. 

The Association would favor developments similar to those 
proposed by the Alberta Youth Hostels Council and multi-functional wildlife 


parks over the "resort-village" type of complex. 


B. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

It is realized that industrial development can and will not cease, perhaps 
this is unfortunate, but surely a solution cai be found whereby development can 
continue in harmony with the environment. 

Do not large industrial developers not realize that they cannot go on 
forever, ruthlessly slashing and ruining more and more of our wilderness areas 
without destroying our environment? 

Strip mining has already made a name for itself by defacing and ruining our 
countryside and fowling up our streams, Drilling operations, again, have created 
many pollution oroblems, not only from residue carried through our waterways, but 


in some cases, the very air we breathe. 


hee 
Possible Solution: Industry must develop a feasible program by which they can 
obtain their goals without destroying our environment. This is realized as 
a major problem that must be solved if development is to continue. Strict 
laws must be set and adhered to in all phases of operation from start to 
finish. 
Perhaps a planned reclamation program of all land used for 
resource extraction could be an integral part of the development process and 
take recognition of the fact that an opportunity is provided to produce diverse 


landscapes and ensure the future use for alternative purposes. 
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Summation: 

Our wildlife is steadily decreasing in numbers - let's not hasten their 
demise by careless development in their natural habitat, whether it be recreational 
or industrial. 

Every single use of land today should not jeopardize other potential uses 
tomorrow. Land is a finite and irreplaceable resource. Alberta Great West 
Country Vacations Association feels that construction of major, paved road access 
and development of the several proposed large commercial facilities will place an 
every-increasing burden on the ability of this area of the Province to withstand 
use in the future, without deteriorating the quality of the resource. Therefore, 


strict management controls are recommended in order to protect our resources. 
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LETTERS: 


Following are excerpts of letters received by Alberta Great West Country 
Vacation Association members expressing their views on the proposed land 


use and resource developments in the Eastern Slopes: 


From Rocky Mountain House 

"We are definitely in favor of a strict limit being put on development in 

the mountain regions. For heavens sake, let us avoid creating a ''commercial- 
ized Waikiki Beach'' set up at the Cline, and in the Canmore area. When one 


reads the proposals set forth so far, that's just what we would be creating: 


During David Thompson Cavalcade weekend some 5,000 people go out and camp 

on Kootenay Plains. They don't have flush toilets, running water, carpeted 
floors or electricity, swimming pools or golf courses. In the seven years 

we have attended I've never yet heard anyone say they longed for these modern 
facilities to be plonked all over that beautiful mountain area. Everyone has 
a great time and apparently return year after year bringing more family and 
friends. To me, it proves there are people who can enjoy the mountains and 
outdoors without the need for millions and millions of dollars being spent 

to provide tourist traps. Bill boards and neon lights never enhanced any 
mountain region. Let's leave it as nature planned it. We can't improve on 


ite 


From Sundre 

"As a resident of Alberta for forty-five years, and proud of it's natural 
beauty, | would like to see it maintained as closely as possible this way. 
| am very much opposed to large developments on our hillsides, streams and 


rivers. 


| would like to see a halt to further exploration for gas and oil] in the 


mountain regions. 


The privately owned lands should have some kind of control as to clearing. 
Fields should not be larger than forty acres with at least ten rods of trees 


inbetween. 
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| believe strip mining should be discontinued from all areas of the 


Eastern slopes. 
| would like to see more and larger wilderness areas created. 


Most of all there should be a group of environment and ecology people 


to oversee any proposed development be it by individuals or companies." 


From Cochrane 

"The amount of lands considered for development are tremendous and ridicu- 
fous. For example, there is 1/2 section of land next to our deeded land that 
several farmers including ourselves have tried to lease. The river runs 
through our deeded land at the bottom of this half section. There is no 
water on it and it is a heavily wooded area and all on a steep side hill. 

We were told it was being considered for development of a recreation area. 

We expressed our views on how unsuitable it. is and how it would create prob- 
lems for us. People would be trespassing in our hay fields to go down to 


the river for fishing and swimming. 


If this is an example of what lands are being set aside, it is going to 

mean a lot of grief for land owners. We already have problems with people 
leaving our gates open (even though there is a sign on it, asking them to 

shut it) and letting our horses out. New trespassing laws must be established 


and enforced, with a severe penalty to those breaking them. 


Another example is a government park near us, where motorcylce gangs from 
Calgary were harrasing campers, and could not be controlled by park personnel, 
eventually the R.C.M.P. had to bé called in. If these small areas can not be 


controlled how can larger areas be controlled. 


The wildlife will be affected, but it is the livestock of the farmers and 
ranchers that will be most affected. It is our livelihood that will be 


jeopardized to make play areas for people." 


From Eckville 
"It is a shame to open up our wilderness areas to the extent proposed. There 


are so few wild areas left. Would it not be possible to extend the development 
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in the existing recreation areas instead of opening up our beautiful 


wilderness areas?" 


From Eckville 
“We are against any development of the Eastern slopes of the Rockies in 


regards to roads, oi] industry, etc. It should be left as it is, and 


if travelled at all, it should be with horses or on foot.!' 


WA 


Environment Conservation Authority, 
9912 - 107 Street, 

Edmonton, Alberta. 

T5K 1G5 


Dear Sirs: 


Re: Land Use and Resource Development 
in the Eastern Slopes 


We respectfully submit the following brief which represents 
the views of the Bowden and District Fish and Game Association. We 
will not be able to appear at the public hearings in our area but 
trust that our material will be given due consideration. 


1. Recreational Development 


We feel that if recreational facilities are to be permitted 
in the Eastern Slopes that they should be restricted to the immediate 
vicinity of existing towns and population centres. This will result 
in two things happening: 


a) The "NATURE" appeal of the slopes will not be 
replaced with cement and mortar. 


b) Some of the economic gain of the development 
j might go to local people. 


In our own area we feel that the towns of Sundre, Caroline and Rocky 
Mountain House are within easy reach of any part of the Eastern 
Slopes that may be desired by the public. 


2. Resource Exploration 


We feel that when a company goes into an area to test for 
resources they should, upon leaving, be required to remove a portion 
of any road built to get into a test area. This may discourage the 
indiscriminate hunting and fishing of our wildlife and fish popula- 
tions. 


3. Resource Usage 


We feel that resource development cannot be allowed for the 
following reasons: 


a) Unchecked grazing by cattle around trout streams 
breaks down the stream bank. This results in "silting" 
which covers up the gravel in the bottom of the stream 
bed. Without these gravel areas, the fish food supply 
is cut off resulting in the decimation of fish populations. 
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b) Unchecked grazing by cattle and horses in wild game 
habitat decreases the food supply, driving the wild 
animals to other areas in a sometimes futile search 
of a new food supply. 


c) Unchecked lumbering and strip mining destroys entire 
wild animal habitats. As these practices continue 
the number of animals must decrease. This cannot 
be allowed. 


In retrospect, we feel that commercial recreational develop- 
ment and resource exploitation will destroy the beauty of nature 
untouched. “The mental health of urban populations has been found 
to be in poorer condition than the mental health of rural popula- 
tions".* A little development now might seem harmless but could 
we not be conceiving another "concrete jungle?" The mental health 
of the people of this country must be given priority here. The 
economic gains that will undoubtedly be made through commercial 
development must be given a back seat. 


} 
mye truly 


~ Ff 2 rae 

weD. Berggren 

Sec. TreasSe 

Rowden and District Fish 


ebay and Game association 


* American Journal of Psychology 
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| i 
= Ed-u-ca-tion 
Government of the Province of Alberta 


Edmonton, Aiberta 


T5J 2V2 
Telephone: AC403, TELEX: ALTAEDCOMM, TWX: ED ADMIN EDM 


Executive Building, 10105-109 Street, 


June 29, 1973 


Diss Wieten UirOSit 

Chairman, Environmental Conservation Authority 
8th Floor, 9912 - 107 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 


Dear Sir: 


| am writing in support of a brief developed by the Alberta Youth 
Hostels Council (C.Y.H.A.), entitled "proposals for education and 
recreation: development proposals for the eastern slopes of the 
Canadian Rockies, Alberta, Canada (June, 1973)." The proposals, as 
presented in this document indicate the need for the kind of super- 
vised facilities that the Alberta Youth Hostels Council wishes to 
provide along the eastern slopes of the Rockies. Interest in and 
concern for preservation of the environment is evident in the content 
of pages three and four which seek to establish the need for permanent 
youth hostels on the eastern slopes. 


There has been a good deal of interest in outdoor studies, many of 

which focus upon environmental concerns and the relationship of man 

to his environment, in the past three to five years. Low-cost super= 
vised overnight accomcdation such as that proposed in the A.Y.H.C. 

brief could be effective in facilitating field trips by school students 
as a part of thelr education program ijn the schools. It is my under- 
standing that existing youth hostels, particularly in the southern 

part of the province, are already being used extensively by school 
personnel and their students for such purposes. It must be obvlous 

that "on the scene" study of the environment by students can lead them 
to a greater awareness and understanding of the delicacies of the 
ecological balance which exist. Furthermore, there is no better place to 
develop a keen awareness of and appreciation for the natural environment 
than through direct contact with if. 


Please consider this as a strong expression of support for the program 
and plans as outlined by the Alberta Youth Hostels Council. Further- 
more, | would like to recommend support by the Government of Alberta 
of the development proposals for the eastern slopes of the Canadian 
Rockies in Alberta, as stated in the brief. 


Eien Department of 1720 


Bea ere 


Execotive: P eardings 10105 - 109 Street. Edmonton! Alberta 5). "2V2 
Telephone: AC403, TELEX: ALTAEDCOMM, TWX: ED ADMIN EDM 
Page 2 


Dr. Wok. TROss 
Chairman, Environmental Conservation Authority 


Thank you for giving the foregoing your consideration. 


Yours sincerely, 
Be ws BHeck. . 


H. G, Sherk 
Associate Director ofCurriculum 


HGS :dfh 
Enclosure 


RE ROR emai 
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The Great Canadian 
Misunderstanding about 
Youth Hostels 


Dennis W. Lewis 
National Executive Director 
Canadian Youth Hostels Association 


It may come as a surprise to some people 
that the Youth Hostel Movement is not a 
recent development peculiar to North 
America. There is also an incredible 
misunderstanding among the general 
public between so called ‘transient 
hostels’ and services provided by the 
Canadian Youth Hostels Association. 

It has never ceased to amaze 
association members when speaking to 
community or business groups the kind 
of image that youth hostels have acquired 
as a result of the transient phenomenon 
in North America. There are of course 
‘hostels’ and hostels and a ‘world youth 
hostel movement of hostelling’ which is 
quite different! 

The Youth Hostel Movement actually 
started in 1909; its founder was Richard 
Schirrmann. Schirrmann, a school 
teacher, wanted to take his young class 
from the industrialized area of the Ruhr 
to introduce them to the outdoors and 
the countryside. He used schools as 
overnight stops and felt that this activity 
would be beneficial to both teacher and 
students. From this simple beginning the 
idea caught on in Germany and then 
spread throughout Europe. 

International meetings were held from 
which emerged the International Youth 
Hostels Federation. The German Associ- 
ation still carries on the tradition 
Schirrmann started by providing special 
facilities for schoo! classes and teachers 
in the more than 650 Youth Hostels 
operated in West Germany. These hos- 
tels are all quality facilities supported 
by federal, state and municipal govern- 
ments; now there are 4,500 hostels in the 
world under the Federation. 

The idea crossed the Atlantic to 
Canada in 1933 when the first Canadian 
hostel was opened at Bragg Creek, 
Alberta by two sisters, Catherine and 
Mary Barclay. Shortly following this 
venture the Canadian Youth Hostels 
Association was formed. 

The development that has taken place 
since that time has been rather slow, 
mainly because the only people who 


would support hostel facilities were 
outdoor types; then came the Second 
World War. 

At the end of the war, association 
activities continued, and the only 
tangible support the federal government 
has given to the Association in Canada 
was when a string of hostels were built 
in Banff and Jasper National Parks, and 
this was largely due to the interest of 
one man. 

In spite of numerous briefs to govern- 
ments at various levels over the years, 
the Association has had to develop its 
own resources and hostel system, raise 
funds through membership and activities. 
Then came the period when young 
transients ‘hit the road’. This phenomenon 
created all kinds of pressure from various 
levels — municipal to federal! — asking the 
government to do something! 

The federal government, through the 
Department of Secretary of State, 
responded by giving grants to groups to 
operate ‘open’ hostels. It is unfortunate, 
in the Association's view, that the word 
‘youth hostel’ was used, because a 
number of these operations turned out 
to be nothing more than crash pads and 
hangouts, and many communities have 
since identified a Youth Hostel as a place 
for drifters. Others were unjusily named 
or branded, because they did try to run 
a responsible operation with common- 
sense rules. 


Not only was the Canadian Youth 
Hostels Association generally ignored, 
especially in the high period of transient 
travel, but also CYHA did not meet the 
government’s criteria for grants. Firstly 
because the Association was required 
to meet minimum standards of youth 
hostel operation of the International 
Federation which they felt was lacking 
in the transient programme and secondly, 
because of the international membership 
requirement. (All CYHA memberships 
are international and valid world wide.) 

A claim by the government depart- 
ment issuing grants was that the CYHA 
membership requirement meant that 
CYHA hostels were not ‘open’ to the 
public. The fact of the matter, in com- 
parison with transient facilities generally, 
is that much the same effect was also 
present in transient hostels. By its very 
nature because of the people served, 
they tend to eliminate a large segment 
of the travelling public who also seek 
low cost accommodation such as many 
individuals, school children, clubs, 
families, etc. Surely the effect in reality 
is the same; transient hostels dealt with 
only one small segment of the public 
due to the nature of the operation and 
its environment. 

The public backlash that has subse- 
quently emerged against ‘youth hostels’ 
has put CYHA in the middle of a PR 
problems because the backlash came 
from community groups, businesses and 
also some government departments 
where CYHA has traditionally received 
support. 

The Association has found through 
painful experience that a great deal of 
discussion, explanation and personal 
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contact is required before many com- 
munity, business and government groups 
would respond to any request. As soon 
as the word ‘youth hostel’ was mentioned, 
whether the association wanted to rent 
and office building or run an activity 

the reaction was — ‘We don’t want long 
haired kids with drugs using the facilities 
in this area’. This description, that is 
applied to any young person with long 
hair and equating long hair with drug use 
(wnere long hair is obviously intended 
to denote something bad) is, | think, an 
unfortunate slam against the many fine 
young people in this country who just 
happen to wear their hair long. 

Such arguments can be naive, side- 
tracking and misleading, but unfortu- 
nately this kind of response is present 
and CYHA has encountered great diffi- 
culty in getting across the fact that 
‘Youth Hostelling’ is a recognized world 
recreational/educational activity worthy 
of support; that the operations under 
the International Federation will be 
acceptable to most communities; that 
CYHA must maintain some minimum 
standards because it deals with families, 
school groups, clubs as well as indivi- 
duals; that CYHA is the alternative people 
keep saying Canada needs when compar- 
ing the transient development with 
European Hostels; a permanent quality 
hastel system is needed in Canada. 

The Canadian Youth Hostels Associa- 
tion is a chartered non profit association 
that operates 53 permanent youth/ 
recreational hostels in Canada, travel 
programmes, educational and recreational 
activities. The International Federation 
to which the Association belongs oper- 
ates over 4,500 quality type hostels in 
the world. The Canadian Association 
has 26,000 members in Canada and 
there are two million members in the 
world. 


Towns and cities obviously have to 
respond to needs and to the fact that 
some young and old travellers alike do 
have social! and health problems; that a 
special facility or environment may be 
required to assist them, but surely not 
in a youth hostel! q 

The Canadian Youth Hostels Associa>. 
tion feels there is a real need to 
established a quality permanent youth 
hostel system across Canada under 
International Federation Rules, that facil- 
ities be made available to individuals, 
recreational and educational groups 
who would noPnérnally-use motel ai 
hotel accommodation and facilities. 
There is also the potential of incoming 
international use via tourism because 
International Youth Hostel Associations 
have travel programmes throughout 
the world. Each community, through the 
association would be a partner in 
maintaining a standard of quality and 
operation of the hostel in their area 


- similar to Europe. Funds for building 


facilities in priority areas or renovating 
other buildings, hiring house parents, 
would all create work projects in various 
parts of Canada. 

Obviously a private non profit associ- 
ation can’t do this overnight without 
some private and/or government suppor; 
the association needs volunteers, facil 
ities and funds. A private association also 
cannot compete with groups that get 
government grants for operations, yet 
some people expect CYHA to create a 
Canada wide facility overnight as the 
alternative to transient houses. CYHA 
needs people who are interested in 
developing a quality hostel operation in 


Canada. If you would like to help CYHA 


contact the office nearest you and ' 
offer your backing through the national 
or regional committees. Provincial, 
municipal or federal government MPs 
and representatives and contacts are 
also another way to air your views abou! 
the subject. 


W723 
A. S. Edmond BENZ 
13027 ~ 121 Street / 454 - 0284 
hop M6 NEO ONG. 


Edmonton, April 29. 1973 


Mr. Dr. Walter Person Sat: 
Chairman of the Environment Conservation Authority 


EDMONTON. 


Dear Sir, 


I read in the Edmonton Journal of April 5. 1973, about the 
Mt. Cline complex, in the Clearwater Forest Reserve, with an estimated 
expenditure of 110 Million Dollars,to be completed until 1990 etc. 


I have great doubt about this project, that needs twenty years to 

be completed 3 Further, the envisioned convention centre in the Clear- 
water Forest Reserve is far too far away from Edmonton and Calgary 
and the International Airports. Then, there aren't many conventions 
and international sporting events or trade faires and visitors, that 
could be attracted to an isolated area as Clearwater is, calculating 
also, the time, travelling and transportation cost involved : The 
planed initial accommodations for 5.000 persons would be under-occupied. 
There would be a short summer - season and a still much shorter winter- 
season, always depending on the weather, climate and the eventually 
attracted conventions. In a time every body likes to escape winter, 
travelling to Hawaii or Mexico: The average stay of a tourist would 
be only a few days and the yearly occupancy under 20 percent. The 
Hotel managers in great difficulties to meet their expenses. It would 
be crucifying for the hotel employees, their families, plagued by 
unsteady work, hourly payed wages as it is in the hotel line, living 
most of the time on welfare or unemployement insurance. My feeling 
and experience is, that only a Province owned Gambling Casino, 
with french Roulette, Baccarat etc could attract a broader clientel, 
coming from other Provinces, the U.S.A and other Countries, if they 
would be permitted to buy their own house or condominium apartment on 
the site, on Crown land, and not being a Canadian. The profits of a 
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Casino would help support such a isolated tourist centre and make 

it attractive for conventions etc. I also feel, oil and natural gas 
deposits in the Clearwater Forest Reserve area, that will some day, 

be exploited and could harm the whole Resort complex. It is quite 
obvious, that this Mt.Cline complex cannot yet be considered as a 

job and career creation, so badly needed now $ 

The Goal of Governments should be the creation of meaningful jobs 

and careers, in fields that can promise the maximum of jobs with a 
minimm of investment, stable employment, quick realisable projects, 
economically sound and invulnerable in the future ¢ 

Since more than six years, I attempted to convince Federal- and Pro- 
vincial Governments, to set an end to their deliberately caused and 
promoted unemployment misery: To look at the productivity of the 
Kneipp - Health - Resort, Tourist industry, as a potential source to 
provide 150 to 200.000 new (direct and indirect) career and job opport- 
unities. Millions of sufferers on the North American Continent are 
shopping around in vain to find cure or improvement of their disease 
conditions. In this lamentable situation,- denying the public the right 
to health and wellbeing - , lays the tremendous productivity of the 
Kneipp ~- Health - Resort, Tourist Industry, practising the the Kneipp- 
Doctrine, (Bircher-Benner Therapy ané Homeopathy etc) which outstanding 
accurate diagnosis and therapeutic Methods heavé proven te have the 
highest recovery record between the many other Doctrines and Methods 
practised. Doctrines and Methods to cure, that never had to undergo | 
any changes, since its existence of more than hundred years and will 
neither have to undergo any changes in the future: In comparision to 
the Doctrines of the allopathic sehool medicine, that changes every 
four years, because of the bankruptcy of their materialistic, dogmatic 
doctrines, in self-interest; The orgam-mechanics, the Pill-Health,a 
parade of vanity, that had brought the western societies at the brink 
of physical-, mental-, and financial disaster. 

The Kneipp - Therapy, etc. practised at the Health - Resort places, 
covers a wide range of disease conditions : 

Pre - conception treatment, Pregnancy and post-pregnency care, and 
preperation for natural birth. Pre-operative and post-operative 
treatment and care rehabilitation. ( Event. also Tooth-implantations ) 
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INDICATIONS FOR THE USE OF THE KNEIPP CURE. ey 


Vegetative functional disorders and the organic lesions resulting thereof. 


1. Diseases of the heart and the blood vessels: “managers 
disease" reduced working output of the heart (with exception of heavy 
decompensation), sub-insufficiency of the heart, disorders of the coro- 
nary circulation, high or low blood pressure disregulations, functional 
and organic circulatory disorders, local stasis (varicous veins, chronic 
phlebitis). 

2. Functional nervous diseases: constitutional nervousness with 
increased irritability and quick exhaustion, acquired nervousness as a 
result of psychic or physic strain, quantitative psychic reactions (fear, 
shock, excitation), constitutional organic neurosis, vegetative dis- 
regulation. 


3. Endocrine and metabolic disorders, rhumato-neuralgic 
state: endocrine correlative disorders, hyperthyreosis, obesity, ! 
subacute and subchronic cases of rhumatic polyarthritis or muscular | 
thumatism, myo- and histiogelosis, arthritis deformans, lesions of the 
intervertebral discs (provided no fixation is necessary), euralgia. 

4. Disturbances of the digestive tract: chronic inflammation of 
the stomach and the intestines, ulcers, gastroptosis, obstipation, irritation 
of the liver and the spleen. 

+. Diseases of the respiratory tract: chronic inflammations of 
the respiratory system. 


6. Diseases of the uro-genital region: subchronic and chronic 
inflammations of the urinary system. 

7. Gynaecology: menstruational disorders, chronic inflammation 
the pelvic organs, unspecific fluor, climacteric disregulations. 


y 


Ps 


For the protection of the renown of the Kneipp-Health ~ Resort places 
an@ the care of the patient - tourists, the following diseases would 
not be treated at the Resort places : active tuberculosis, mental 
illness, serious organic nervous diseases, epilepsy,hysteria,sim- 
lation,hallucinations, serous nephrosis, contagious-, and veneral di- 
seases, retardation, cancer, terminal disease patients, alcoholism , 
drug addicts ete. Some of these mentioned disease conditions could 
be treated, - before entering the incurable or terminal stage, in 


Kneipp - Clinics outside tourist areas, what could give many villages, 
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now in the stage of dying of slowly, new life and job opportunities. 


The reason why I am writting you, is - should the Government be 
serious in jobe and careers creation, and emphasise on the develop— 
ment of year-round active Kneipp - Health Resort places, with its 
Resort villages and the surrounding park and Clinic - Sanatoriums 
areas; I would suggest, in order to make such projects successful, 
realiseable in a respective short time, save money by eliminating 
unnecessary feasibility studies and fruitless conferences and hearing 
- The Government - to rely on the experiences of the International 
Kneipp M.D. and International Homeopathy M.D. Associations for guidarn 
in technical and professional matter, the selection of Canadians of 
both sex, with * high character integrity * specially needed in this 
kind of profession, to be trained before in Kneipp-Institutions and 
in Clinics at the Kneipp—Health Resort places on the Continent, to 
build the basic staff, while the construction of Clinics and Sanat- 
oriums, the Park areas are going a head. 


Further, I would like to bring to your attention, that I am a member 
of the mentioned Associations, since decades and therefore would be 
in the position to supply the necessary informations. 


Yours sincerely 


of i / 
Meni Ui MY | 
j ) 


1727 A.S. Edmond BENZ 
13027 - 121 Street 


EDMONTON , Alta 


Edmonton, 21. May, 1973 


Mr. W. A. IE Deh Oy a's 
Executive Coordinator 
Environment Conservation Authority 


Ea moO mt Oi 


Dear Mr. Flook, 


I thank you for your letter of May 10. 1973. 
Concerning my brief, about the potential job producing ™ Kneipp - 
Health Resort, Tourism, I would like it, to be recorded as a brief 
prior to the hearings “. 
I feel, that I am not competent to discuss the suitableness of these 
t Eastern Slopes Basins “ for Resort plaees, because I haven't seen 
any of these Regions, These hearings become sometimes very emotional, 
pressure groups and interests, fighting each other to gather public 
funds or loans for their local developments without knowing exactlg 
the outcome of their projects. I would rather like to represent as a 
consultant or informer in the field of " Kneipp - Health Resort Tour- 
ism ", in the field of special Clinics, like for Cancer, Diabetes etc. 
in the field of Sport-Intertainment and Gambling-Casino tourism, than 
participate on such debats. ( I haven't been lucky with my comments, 
to the new's media and other body's during the last years. A few weeks 
ago, I had sent a letter to the Journal, commenting on a discussed 
raise in real estate commission by the Saskatchewan real estate board. 
I compared the free-enterprise system in the real estate business in 
highly developed and industrialized as well in underdeveloped countries 
outside Canada, where the real estate commission allowed by the Govern- 
ment is two percent, in addition, are the fixed fee's to be payed to 
the notary, who handle the legal transfer of the property, To the 
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system in Canada, where they have a real estate board, a privileged, 
self-regulating profession group, mixing and fixing themself a commisson 
of seven percent. An enormous burden to the immigrants and to the whole 
nation, in which families are always in the move to new jobs etc. And a 
factor of inflation : Obviously my letter was not published, either did 
I expect it to be published by the Journal, as so many other letter®I 
hed sent. But, I got some ugly anonymous phone calls. I was told, that 
people like m2 *° with an eccent " have to keep the mouth shut in Canada.) 


Te guarentee the success of a resort place, many questions mst be ens- 
wered beforehand. View-scenery, the approx. number of summy days, the 
time of sunrise and sunset in summer end winter, wind-gauge, scorching 
south-wind, Pollutions, e@ir-pollution, sulfur dioxide,sulfurie acid ete. 
water-pollution, noise, mosquito and other plagues. Favorable and un - 
favorable temperatures in summer and winter etc. 

Attractions offered : Sport facilities, lakes, ski-lifts and other sus- 
pended transportations, parks for walks, free ef attacking enimals, etc. 
Cultural events, Entertainments, event. Gambling Casinos etc. 

The kind of Resort place to be build ? If excl. for Sport and Enter- 
tainment or excl. as a quiet Kneipp - Health resort or a mixed resort 
place with e separated enclosed Clinic and park airea. The eategory of 
clientel te be attracted. (Trailer parks outside the Resort airea,taxed)} 
Price policy and standard of the hotels and other services. 

Position of the resort place : If close te big eentres or isolated. If 
accesible by air, railway and highway, or only by highway or railway 7? 
Road conditions and during winter. Length of the summef - and winter - 
seasons. Expected length a tourist will stay at the resort ¢ 

Job opportunities : Year-round employment, seasonal- and partime employ-_ 
ment. How many quaranteed paydays for seasonal employees during the 
summer- and during the winter - saison. 

These and many more question should be answered in the bfiefs submitted 
to the Environment Conservation Authority $ 


The Kneipp - Watering resort places by themselfs do not require so 

costly facilities to please the tourists as the sport and entertainment | 
resorts do. Their attraction lays in the high professional performance, | 
the high recovery rate, the honest approach, our advices having always 
the patients interest in sight. Obviously, a nice, quiet surrounding, 
parks for walks, good climate etc. is necessary in the process to restore 
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health. So is an unlimited supply of clean unpolluted water for the 
functioning of a Kneipp-Watering place. The job opportunities is one 
of the highest, pro tourist and investment. The average stay pro tourist 
is by three and more weeks. If climate and outside temperatures are 
favorable during winter, full employment is possible all year-round. 
In regions where the winter climate and temperatures are not so favor- 
able, it would require a close collaboration between these Kneipp - 
places end the public health care commission to fill beds, since the 
Eneipp Therapy and Homeopathy cures diseases that the official medicine 
claims to be uncurable, only controllable by drugs or surger etc. A 
close collaboration with the provincial Department of Tourism would be 
necessary to keep the flow of Tourist coming. The International Kneipp - 
Watering places are bound to the will and legacy of Kneipp, * that the 
Kneipp cure be available to the rich as well to the poor, in time of 
sickness and health as a prevention. On the last will of Kneipp, is our 
price policy build. On the one hand we have to secure our staff a re- 
sonable steady income for their conscientious collaboration to public 
health, and on the other hand there couldn't any rip-off be tolerated 
at the expence of those coming to us, looking for help. 
( The Kneipp - Watering places and its professionals would also need 
from the federal and provincial Government a special act, since the 
Educational Council for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG) in Philadel- 
phia, U.S.A, is the authoritative controlling body and watchdog, over 
what is practised and what is permitted to be cured (non) in Canada. 
To protect their yearly business of a billion Dollars, in ineffective 
but extremely dangerous medical Drugs sold in Canada, through U. S. Cor- 
porations) 
Now, it is too late to present, the social, cultural and touristic 
importance of the Kneipp-Watering Resort places with movie and other 
material of existing Resort places, for the coming hearings. 
What I could do, is prepare a small exposition of pictures of existing 
Kneipp-Watering places, on four panels of circ. 24 by 48 inch. 
1. Picture of Woerishofen, a Kneipp-Watering place, 6.500 beds, 45 - 50 

Kneipp MDs, 8 Homeopaths, 200 Kneipp - Hydrotherapeuts. 

Treating yearly 60 to 70.000 patients. With a population of 9.000 
living directly or indirectly from the Resort place, 
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2, Pictures of mixed Sport, Entertainment and Kneipp - Watering 
places. ‘* A high percentage of tourists visit the Kneipp-Resorts 

and undergo Kneipp treatments with regularity for Convalescence, 
Toning - up and Prophylaxis, because with Kneipp you live longer 
and better ". 


3. Pictures of Kneipp - Clinics, Diabetes-Clinics, Cancer-Clinics, 
Children - Sanatoriums etc. located at the border of nice quiet 
Country-villages. ( Giving to the Village additional income and 
career opportunities ) 


4, What is Kneipp - Therapy, its Method to cure ? 
Why does the Kneipp cure have such a high recovery rate 7 
Why the potential source in job and career opportunities through 
Kneipp - Watering places 7 
10 million sufferers from all over the Northamerican Continent 
with substantial bank accounts, are looking in vain for cure : 
“ Kneipp can help most of them " 


I could arrange these panels for the first hearing, if this would be 
to the licking of your Department. I feel it would be easier to the 
brief submitting groups to understand an hand of these panels the 
imortance of the Kneipp - Watering Resort places and other Kneipp - 
clinics, then through my brief submitted prior to the hearing. 

The Kneipp - Watering Resort tourism as a source of jobs and careers 


creating lasting industry for the local people. An industry they event. 


could add to their own projetS to give them a better economic stability. 


My function would be to give more extending informatior® about such 


Kneipp - Resort places, about the job and career opportunities for the 
local people etc. Informations given before and after the heering,after 


lunchtime, during caffee-break etc. I could also attend other hear- 
ings at yours Departments wish, provided that your Department could 
pay at least my travel and accomodation expenses, because I am not 
supported by a interested group. 
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Mr. Chairman: 


My name is Terry Gamble. I'm here representing the Mountain Region Cycle 
Club on behalf of the Canadian Youth Hostels Association, Mountain Region. We are 
an independent club run in affiliation with the C.Y.H.A. with a present membership 
of over 75 active cyclists. From experience, I feel the present popularity and growing 
use of the bicycle is not merely an ecologically conscious fad, but more. I feel that 
with the growing inefficiencies and dissatisfactions with the automobile that the bicyel 
will take a significant part in our society in the near future both in a practical role 
and in a recreational sense especially with the increasing amount of leisure time people 
are finding themselves with. 


This, coupled with the increasing awareness and interest in the outdoors in 
general, seems to dictate the need for an expansion of outdoor facilities in areas 
other than the somewhat congested Banff, Lake Louise and Jasper areas. 


The Canadian Youth Hostels Association offers hostels presently in these 
areas only. The hostels provide ideal accommodation and facilities for those wishing 
to partake in cycle-touring in a natural setting. These hostels are booked to capacity 
in the summer months with responsibly organized cycle tour groups from C.Y.H.A. Regions 
across Canada and across the United States from as far as New York City. I personally 
have led such a trip down the Jasper/Banff highway and found that a very rewarding 
experience was gained by the young people in my group. My only complaint was that at 
times when we encountered another cycle tour group at a hostel, the hostel was taxed 
beyond its capabilities. 


It is for these reasons that on behalf of literally hundreds of cyclists, 
I sincerely endorse the idea of developing a chain of hostels along the Eastern 
Slopes of the Rockies so as to not only lift the pressures from the hostels presently 
in use but of course to open a whole new field of possibilities for cycle touring in 
an area yet to be explored on bicycles to any extent. 


I hope this has brought you a little closer to an understanding of the 
Canadian Youth Hostels Association and why, and how, the people of this province 


would benefit from an expansion of this organization and its facilities. 


Yours sincerel 


“ges Caulds 


EDMONTON 1733 
YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 


40030-102 A AVENUE, EDMONTON 15 T5J 0G5 TELEPHONE 424-8047 


July 5, 1973 


Dr. W.R. Trost 

Chairman 

Environment Conservation Authority 
Province of Alberta 


Dear Dr. Trost:- 


The Y.M.C.A. of Edmonton has conducted Camping and 
Outdoor Programs in a variety of sites near Edmonton, and, has 
had a Summer Program operation near Jasper, for over 50 years. 


In all this time the basis for our Program has been 
to help people (young’ and not so young) to learn more about the 
wealth of beauty in nature and thus appreciate and conserve this 
one of Canada's great assets. 


To the commission established to conduct hearings on 
the development of the Eastern Slopes, we wish to indicate our 
desire that this total area be preserved for Albertans, all 
Canadians and our guests from other Countries to enjoy. We beg 
the commission to give every consideration to the maintenance of 
the total area in its present state and that any intrusions be 
to provide peopie with a better opportunity to learn of and apprec- 
jiate the beauty and wonder of this area. Any development that is 
carried out should be restricted and controlled. 


Far too few areas exist that compare with the still 
unspoiled Eastern Slopes and a program of preservation now will 
certainly be appreciated by our children and the generations to 
follow. 


Sincerely, 


? 


G.M. SINGLETON 
General Secretary 
GMS: dc 


COSPOSATE SOO - BOARD OF GOWESNOSS, YOUNG REN'S CHRISTIAM ASSOCIATION OF EDMONTON 
GOJO - 102% AVEMUE, EDMONTON 15. ALZERTA 
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BRIEF REGARDING 
LAND USE ON THE EASTERN SLOPES 
OF THE 


ROCKY MOUNTAINS OF ALBERTA 


Submitted to the 


ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 


By David Birrell 
4807 - 6 Street S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 
18 June, 1973 
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This brief is submitted to the Environmental Conservation Authority 
Hearings on Land Use on the Eastern Slopes of the Rocky Mountains of 


Alberta. 


The recommendations contained herein refer specifically to the Bow 
watershed but the theme may be extended to the entire Eastern Slopes 


Area. 


Recommendation I 


- that the Province adopt the policies outlined by the Alberta Wilderness 
Association concerning the creation of the Elbow-Sheep, Kananaskis Lakes, 
Burnt Timber-Waiparous, and South Ghost recreational wilderness areas, as 
well as the recreational wilderness areas proposed for the other watershed 


areas under study. 


1. With the furious pace of modemdevelopments such as snowmobiles, 
all-terrain vehicles, the need for more energy, population growth in 
Alberta and elsewhere, increase in leisure time, and the increased 
need to "get away from it all", we must now take positive steps to 
place some large, accessible tracts of Alberta out of bounds to vehicular 


traffic and to development of all kinds. 


2. The relationship between Alberta's tourist industry and the national 
parks is obvious and a series of large recreational wilderness areas 


would have a similar effect. 


3. The time has come for Alberta to cease to be content simply with having 
Banff and Jasper National Parks within her borders and to take positive 
steps to the setting up of a significant provincial park system to be 


centred on the recreational wilderness concept. 
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Recommendation II 


- that the Department of Highways create a recreational road standard 
characterized by being paved and a 50 M.P.H. or less speed design and 
the idea that a road does not have to attempt to overpower its surroundings; 


and that a network of these roads be implemented. 


1. The road currently under construction in the Kananaskis is a perfect 
example of what not to do; simply paving and a few minor improvements 
of the existing gravel road south of Ribbon Creek is a good example 


of what to do. 


2. Roads of this standard should be considered for the Elbow Valley, 
Highwood Valley, Spray Lakes - Smith-Dorrion, the remainder of the 


Kananaskis road, and the forestry road north ofCochrane. 
Recommendation III 
- that the evaluation of tourist and facilities oriented recreational 
proposals be very carefully analyzed by the government keeping in mind 


the value of undeveloped land. 


1. Snowridge and Pigeon Mountains are examples of bad mistakes in this 


regard. 

2. These types of development must be shown to be much more than just 
marginally viable before they are accepted in view of the loss inherent 
in their being built. 


Recommendation IV 


- that a buffer zone of land free from development be maintained along the 


boundaries of the national parks in Alberta to protect their integrity. 
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Recommendation V 


- that surface mining for coal be confined to areas which are readily 
reclaimable, i.e. low altitude and flat, and that strict regulations be 
followed with respect to the amount of area disturbed at one time, and 

to the standard of reclaimation. It should not be considered for areas 
which are in heavy demand for recreational purposes. This would obviously 


include the entire Bow watershed. 
Recommendation VI 


- that the cutting of new access roads and seismic trails in areas which 


are in heavy demand for recreational purposes be curtailed. 


1. This would include the entire Bow watershed where the limited amounts 
of petroleum and coal produced to date indicates that the chances of 


finding significant reserves are small. 
Recommendation VII 


- that all vehicles be restricted to existing roads and trails and that 
snowmobiles be restricted to specific areas as they are more difficult to 


control. 


1. It should be made illegal for vehicles to simply travel across country; 


there are enough seismic trails and forestry access roads. 


2. All vehicles including trail bikes and snowmobiles should be required 
to be significantly muffled in order to reduce the noise in the areas 


that they affect. 
Recommendation VIII 


- that carefully. considered, definitely economically viable, tourist oriented 


development be permitted in the "Canmore Corridor" both for the economic 


benefit of Alberta and to relieve pressure on Banff National Park, 
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- and that surface mining, particularly for limestone, be phased out. 


1. Tourist accommodations are compatible within this "corridor" which 
is travelled by perhaps 90% of all tourists visiting Alberta, but 


surface mining and associated processing plants are not compatible. 
Recommendation IX 


- that an immediate stoppage of all lumbering in the Bow watershed be 


imposed. 


1. Considering the limited amount of land with heavy timber it is simply 


not worth sacrificing in view of its recreational and tourist potential. 


2. The lumbering which has and is currently being carried on along the 
Smith-Dorrion road cannot be considered in the best interests of the 
people of Alberta. It is simply too accessible to a large population 


centre and too high altitude (regrowth is slow). 
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A BRIEF TO THE 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HEARINGS ON 
LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 


Carla Wighton 
Patricia Wighton 
Dennis Wighton 
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INTRODUCTION 


Due to, one, the vast dimensions and complexity of the Eastern 
Slopes, two, the limited time available to absorb the related informa- 
tion, three, late publication and access to essential portions of the 
information, four, the summer timing of the hearings, five, the conflicts 
of active public participation, i.e. "The P.A.C."; "The Man and Resources 
Programme", The City of Edmonton Transportation Hearings and active 
follow-up, publication of Waste Resources, Edmonton, etc., we are unable 
to make an individual assessment of the issue and to make original sug- 
gestions for future use, also, we are unable to participate at the 
actual hearings. 


All of this leads us to a sense of frustration, and, we have no 
other recourse but to support other group input to the hearings and to 
make both general and specific suggestions which we hope will assist 
government to make a wise choice in the long term, 


SUPPORT FOR OTHER GROUP INPUT 


a. We endorse and support completely the brief submitted by 
the Non-renewable Resources Study Group of the Public Ad- 
visory Committee E.C.A., entitled "Protection of Slow Growth 
Areas in the Eastern Slopes". Appendix 1 


b. We endorse and support completely the third draft entitled 
"Statutory Protection of Parks, Natural Areas in Alberta, 
by Dr. G. Griffiths. Appendix 2 


c. We endorse and support completely the Alberta Fish and Game 
Association Policy Statement 2.4, entitled "Wild Rivers". 
Appendix 3, 
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SUPPORT FOR POSSIBLE STRATEGIES IN DEVELOPMENT OF THE FOOTHILLS 


Land Management Strategy 


a. 


b. 


Make all resources available for use in an integrated manner. 


Use and manage renewable and non-renewable resources in an 
integrated manner through integrated use management plans 
which identify and zone lands with different capacities 
for resource use and which provide for the protection of 
ecological systems within the foothills. 


Allow exploitation of resources under guidelines that restrict 
the effect on adjacent land features. 


Review use of the foothills from time to time to determine 
the effectiveness of the plan and to apply the changing wants 
and aspirations of Albertans. 


Develop appropriate land use plans, with public participation 
at all levels of planning and with public hearings to decide 
what plan or resource exploitation scheme is acceptable. 
Appendix 4 


Monitor the effects of land use, with a view to preventing 
deterioration of natural qualities. Review use of the foot- 
hills from time to time to determine the effectiveness of the 
plan and to apply the changing wants and aspirations of 
Albertans. 


The people of Alberta would have complete and effective 
control over the area. 


Maintain or improve quality of the water resource generated 
in the foothills area. 


However, we firmly reject all water diversion plans or 
schemes, hydro projects and irrigation schemes. We firmly 
reject the Saskatchewan-Nelson Basin Board Study. 


OWNERSHIP 


1742 


We, therefore, request that all water resource management and 
development schemes and plans be immediately open to public 
scrutiny and that all the related information be made avail- 
able to the public; public involvement be incorporated into 
the plans at all levels and public hearings be held on all 
phases of water management and development schemes. 


Conduct ecological research to determine the effects of any 
use or development within area compatible with protection. 


The land, minerals and non-renewable and renewable resources would 
be entirely owned by the public to allow implementation of this strategy. 


RESULTANT IMPLICATIONS AND POLICIES 


The use of resources would be restricted by Canadian supply 
and demand, the conflicts of land use, and minimizing environ- 
mental degradation. 


Preservation and retention of natural wilderness character 
of area. 


The people of Alberta would have complete and effective con- 
trol over the area. 


A detailed set of information and planning guidelines would be 
needed with public participation at all levels. 


With firm and explicit planning, conflicts of land use can 
be minimized and the quality of the environment can be main- 
tained. 


Few facilities or roads would be provided, as these would 
interfere with natural landscape and renewable resources and 
result in acceleration of depletion of resources. Railroad 
use be incorporated as the only transportation method in re- 
source and recreational development. 
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g. Current land uses incompatible with protection would be 
curtailed. 


h. Qualities of the water resource generated in the foothills 
area would be mafntained. 


i. We request the Government of Alberta to reject all the com- 
mercial proposals for tourism and recreation as presented 
in Bulletin No. 4. 
We request the Government of Alberta to reject all private 
or commercial proposals for tourism and recreation in the area 
designated as the Eastern Slopes. We request that when im- 
plementation of a management Strategy Plan becomes a reality 
the Government of Alberta should propose Publicly Owned and 
Operated Tourist Facilities. Each of these government pro- 
posals should then be judged each on its own merits by public 
hearings. We request the Government of Alberta to immediately 
ban all advertising of the Eastern Slopes region in foreign 
countries. 


j. We request the Government of Alberta to prohibit the use of 
all private or commercially owned off-highway all-terrain 
vehicles, including snowmobiles, hovercraft, etc., on 
public-owned lands. 


In our 12 years in Alberta, we have only felt the need to visit 
Banff once, certain commercial enterprises in the foothill region once, 
resource extraction sites once, hydro and dam sites once, small timber 
operations once, to realize that we have as a family failed in our re- 
sponsibilities to future generations of Homo sapiens and to the future 
survival of certain plant and animal species located in this region. 


Governments, politicians, civil servants and industry have also 
failed to act in a responsible way, either through lack of legislation, 
the refusal to enforce legislation, the weakness of present legislation 
or just plain ignorance. In regard to small logging and sawmill operations 
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we refer you to an example; NE and SE quarters, Section 24, Township 38, 
Range 9, west of the fifth meridian, for sheer waste, lack of responsi- 
bility, whoever is to blame we care not, only that in our opinion the 
area is ruined for fast economic gain at the least possible cost, it has 
created a fire hazard, and food for large populations of bark and wood- 
boring beetles. 


We also have observed the complete lack or improper use of sewage 
facilities and toilet facilities in the region. We therefore refer you 
to Appendix 5 and urge the Alberta Government to consider the use of this 
design in present or future toilets in foothills region, or, for that 
matter anywhere else that may be suitable. 


We refer the Government of Alberta to Appendix 6 when considering 
the building of tourist or recreational facilities (after consideration 
of our previous recommendations, see (i) and all other Government buildings 
in Alberta. We must act now to create a market for the pure materials 
that are presently being enitted into the atmosphere as an air pollutant, 


and at the same time conserving energy in the quarrying process and in 
the kiln process. 


APPENDIX I. Brief submitted to the Environment Conservation Authority 
by the Non-Renewable Resources Study Group of the Public 
Advisory Committee. 
(See page 495-1 of these proceedings.) 


APPENDIX II. "Statutory Protection of Parks, Natural Areas in Alberta," 
Environmental Protection Study Group of the Public Advisory 
Committee. 
(See page 916-1 of these proceedings. ) 


APPENDIX III. Alberta Fish and Game Association Policy Statement 2.4, 
entitled "Wild Rivers". 
(See page 713-14 of these proceedings.) 
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Sanitation for Conservation 


by Lawrence D. Hills 


The Clivus is the world’s 

first ecological lavatory. A 
Swedish invention, it converts 
human wastes into compost, 
avoiding the need for sewers 
or large amounts of water. 


To the conservationist, sewage is pollu- 
tion. It contaminates the seas with toxic 
metals and seabird-killing PCB, poisons 
our Jakes into premature old age and 
turns rivers green with algae that liter- 
ally “drown” the fish by robbing the 
water of oxygen when they decay. Yet 
the 30 gallons of water every one of 
us pours down the drain every day of 
our lives, plus another 30 as our share 
of what industry uses (and pollutes with 
mercury, lead, cadmium and the other 
problem chemicals of an age of three 
letter names) has another long term 
problem, as important as the fuel for 
freeze desalination or the irreplaceable 
species drowned by new reservoirs. 

In the 11 gallons a day we average 
for lavatory flushing, there is about 
7 lb of phosphorus a year, or 171,875 
tons, and 5 lb of potash which is 
122,767 tons for the 55 million of us. 
Compare this with the totals of the 
plant foods in the sludge from our 
sewage treatment works, (of which 
about half is used on the land) which 
are 14,000 tons a year of phosphorus 
and 3,500 tons of potash, and there is 
obviously something wrong. 

Though the only available figures are 
from the Agricultural Research Council 
Report in 1948, they are still used by 
those who belittle the value of the plant 
foods in sludge. Even if the population 
had doubled since 1948, the figures 
would still not add wp, and the answer 
lies in Our sewage treatment methods. 

Part of the difference lies in the 37 
million gallons a day of untreated 
sewage discharged into the Tyne, the 
500 separate outfalls pouring filth into 
the Tees (‘‘filth” is a good word for 
sewage plus chemicals) and the 200 sea- 
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side resorts where visitors can go paddl- 
ing among toilet paper. The major dis- 
crepancy, however, is in the effluent— 
ihe 30 million odd gallons a day that 
leaves the mighty Rickmansworth plant 
of the West Herts. Main Drainage 
Authority with its plant foods in solu- 
tion, compared with the 150,000 gallons 
a day of liquid digested sludge they 
return to the land through their highly 
effective and popular tanker service for 
farmers within a 45 mile radius. 

There is not only the phosphorus that 
feeds the algae, but the potash, for even 
the best sewage sludges or municipal 
composts contain only a trace, because 
we pass the potash in our food with our 
urine, and this is liquid and goes 
straight into the river, and down to the 
sea in the effluent, saving only 3,500 
tons out of 122,767. We import 350,000 
tons a year of rock phosphates, mainly 
from North Africa, and another 
350,000 of potash, from the Dead Sea 
mostly, but even the new potash de- 
posits that the ICI will start working 
when the conservationists can be per- 
suaded to agree to the devastation and 
pollution involved, are as exhaustible as 
petrol. 

The Soil Association, after running a 
“Closed Circuit” farm at Haughley for 
thirty years, returning al! manure and 
Organic matter to the soil, found that 
the milk, eggs, meat and grain going 
off the farm produced a steady fall in 
yields, The cycle of return was broken, 
and however well the legumes are 
managed to fix nitrogen with their root 
bacteria, however high the humus, if 
men break the cycie by pouring their 
bodily wastes into the sea, they will end 
by making deserts. 

Had the Chinese discovered the water 
closet (invented by Thomas Crapper 
about 1870) instead of gunpowder in 
350 B.c., they would have wrecked their 
soil potassium Not 
necessarily from exhausting the reserves 
in the subsoil, but by taking it away 
faster in crops than roots and bacteria 
could make it available, just as at 
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Haughley. They farmed for forty cen- 
turies by inventing the compost heap, 
and maintained the highest population 
for longest of any country by purely 
conservationist methods. Red China stil] 
farms on these principles, and, as far as 
can be discovered, a number of sewage 
plants rather like Melbourne’s Warribee 
Delta scheme that uses the plant foods — 
in the effluent, show that Chairman 
Mao is giving some thought to the tape- 
worm problem. 

Tapeworms, hookworms, bilharzia, 
bacillary and amoebic dysentery, 
cholera and typhoid are the leading 
problems of conservationist sanitation, 
which the whole world used before 
Thomas Crapper, and we owe to the 
fear of tapeworms of all types the — 
tremendous prejudice against the use of | 
human excreta on the land. The 
Japanese market gardeners round 
Nairobi used raw human fertilizer and — 
spread amoebic dysentery, and wher- 
ever ‘native’ vegetables cannot be 
trusted, this is the usual reason. Water 
sanitation conquered the waterborne 
diseases in Europe and defeated the 
tapeworm, but without our fertilizer and 
food imports by now our soil would be 
in dire distress. Before we spread our 
destructive technique to still more coun- 
tries, it is time we forgot our prejudices 
and considered the only ecologically 
sound sanitation system. 


The Cliyus ) 
This is the Clivus, named by Rikart — 
Lindstrom, a Swedish engineer, who — 
invented it in 1939, for the “‘declivity” 
or slope which is the ingeniously simple — 
key to the process. It has been — 
patented in all countries, but is not yet 
made under licence anywhere, though — 
over a thousand have been installed in 
Norway and Sweden since 1964, with 
the full approval of the health authori- 
ties. The special value of the Clivus” 
here is that no water is required, so 
there is nothing to freeze in winter. and 

it ends the problem of the cost of con- 
necting ratepayers to a central sewage 


system when this can involve blasting 
and drilling through five miles of solid 
tock. The old solution to this problem 
of weekend commuters’ cottages was to 
send everything untreated into lakes, 
fjords, rivers, or the tideless Baltic 
which is now among the worst polluted 
seas. The new one is the Clivus. 

It consists of a fibreglass compost 
container about ten feet long, three feet 
wide and fitting into five feet of height. 
In Sweden this goes under the house, 
with the garage, the log store, the cen- 
tral heating boiler and the family sauna 
bathroom. The builder allows space at 
the side to get round to the inspection 
window, and in front for the removal 
of approximately 1 cwt a year of high 
potash fertilizer for a family of three. 
So the Clivus needs a chainber approxi- 
mately eight feet wide, six high and 
14 long, which need not be under- 
ground, though the kitchen and lavatory 
must be above it, if it is inside the 
house. 

The lavatory pedestal looks normal, 
except that it is wider at the bottom 
than the top so there is no risk of 
fouling the sides, and in the kitchen 
next door there is an opening in the 
sink unit, covered with a plastic bowl 
that tilts sideways to shoot the kitchen 
wastes into the compost box below. 
Between the two there is the ventilation 
shaft that in Sweden goes up beside the 
chimney to keep it warm, a plastic pipe 
with a snow and rain excluding cap. 
This produces a powerful draught that 
sucks in air through a row of holes 
along the front of the box, with a slid- 
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ing damper to control ventilation, and 
through fibre glass channels, like the 
brick rows under a good compost heap, 
for rapid bacterial breakdown. If the 
sink chute er lavatory pedestal are Jett 
uncovered, there is a strong down 
draught which prevents the escape of 
any odours, 

When a Clivus is started, the owner 
must go right inside through the raised 
front flap, and spread a 4-5 inch layer 
of peat on the bottom, followed by two 
inches of garden soil (not clay or raw 
subsoil, for its function is to provide a 
starting stock of bacteria) and another 
two inches of lawn mowings, dead 


Rochdale London 
nightsoil sludge 
% os 
Water 13.9 10.0 
Nitrogen 6.74 3.0 
Phosphorus 3.12 2.0 
Potash 2.16 Trace 
Organic matter 63.7 50.0 
Ash 3.45 35.09 


leaves, or garden rubbish normally com- 
posted. Then normal usage of the Java- 
tory and dumping of kitchen waste 
down the chute can continue in- 
definitely, with the removal of finished 
fertilizer the only attention required. 

The peat soaks up the urine and its 
ammonia filtering through the soil and 
rubbish layers will build up a vast 
population of de-nitrifying bacteria, 
especially Nitrosomonas europaeus, and 
species specializing in the breakdown of 
organic matter in the soil. The bacteria 
favoured are not the selection that 
produces up to 160°F in a good garden 
compost heap, but soil bacteria that 
can be killed at temperatures above 
90°F so the damper should be used to 
keep down the heat. 


Energy from waste 

The normal compostable kitchen wastes 
average about 4 Ib. a head per day, 
including potato and vegetable peelings, 
fruit cores and peel, tea leaves, coflee 
grounds, fish bones, egg shells (but not 
crab or oyster), and about five per cent 
paper—exactly what any organic gar- 
dener puts in his compost bucket. 
Amazing though it may seem to those 
who have never made compost, there is 
energy food enough in the kitchen 
wastes, and the faecal matter (most 
good sewage treatment plants use this 
via the methane gas from the digestors 
to make their process self supporting 
in power) to conyeri all the liquid to 
water vapour and send it up the chim- 
ney with the gascous nitrogen and car- 
bon-dioxide from the decay process. 


The end produet is a dry, dark grey, 
odourless substance like a well made 
compost, with a quality that depends on 
how careful the owner was to keep out 
milk bottle tops, cooking fou, glass, 
plastics, bones, nylon and anything 
that would not rot in a garden compest 
heap. The siope of the Ciivus KeCps ete 
contents draining and sliding down as 
its bulk constantly reduces by the bac- 
terial action that operates this unique 
“deeplitter system’, and the finished 
compost builds up at the bottom in the 
final compartment. Some owners clear 
once a year, but keen gardeners fetch 
a bucketful whenever they need one. 


Clivus Dano Indore Farmyard 
conipost conipost compost meee 
oy oy, oy ° 
70. fo © fo 
19.32 36.40 76.0 76.0 
2.13 1.13 0.50 0.64 
0.36 0.62 0.27 0.23 
1.04 0.38 0.81 0.32 
24.49 33.0 i — — 
52.66 30.60 — — 


The Rochdale Nightsoil was collected 
by cart and dried in the 1900's and is 
the only organic manure of this class 
to beat the Clivus compost on potash 
because it also contains the urine, but is 
no longer available. The London sludge 
is Morganic, from Mogden, one of the 
many first-class products that unfor- 
tunately contain only a trace of potash, 
like the Dano Municipal Composts 
from Edinburgh. All have the problem 
of transport to the gardener, but the 
Clivus is made where it is used, though 
a mere hundred-weight a year is far 
from enough for a keen gardener, and 
in the future research may reveal ways 
of increasing the output and stepping up 
the quality. 

The sample analysed here contained 
111 parts per million of lead, and 
figures from Eye in Suffolk where cess- 
pool pumpings are processed from an 
entirely rural area show 2 ppm, but 
480 ppm when this is composted with 
dustbin refuse. The rise is from the 
milk bottle tops which are a lead- 
aluminium alloy (containing 115.9 ppm) 
like cooking and bottle stopper covering 
foil, for the acid decay releases some. of 
the lead. The compost is as good as the 
material that goes into it, and as a high 
potash organic fertilizer in the seaweed 
meal class, the average Clivus user is 
producing about £6 worth a year as a 
by-product. 

In Sweden the main problems are 
letling cottages by the lovely Baltic to 
summer Visitors, Who insist on pouring 
disinfectant down the lavatory, which 
can slow the process till the bacteria 
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catch up, or stop it completely, which 
means a complete clear out and refill. 
The fibreglass compost box needs no 
painting, there is no upkeep, and once a 
Clivus is started it appears to run in- 
definitely. 


Bath and washing water 

A separate treatment is required for 
bath and washing water, and one is 
made by Messrs. Electrolux of Sweden, 
which produces drinkable water, for 
there is so relatively little to take out. 
The two together should cost no more 
than a septic tank for a single house, 
bringing down costs below the £400, 
the present price of a single Clivus 
delivered in Britain. 

Messrs. Electrolux also make the 
Sanivac pneumatic sanitary system, 
which uses only a litre of water for each 
small, cleansing flush, before the con- 
tents of an ordinary looking lavatory 
pan go snorting and snarling on their 
way, with a 75 per cent saving of water 
compared with 100 per cent and no 
need for electric power to run the 
vacuum pump. This can be combined 
with a Clivus, so up to six lavatories 
can be connected to one Jarge compost 
box, which must have a circulating 
pump to keep the 25 per cent of flush- 
ing water moving till the bacteria 
powered by extra compost material can 
send it up the chimney as water vapour. 
These large installations, used on holi- 
day camps, have a separate building, 
and one of the staff has to empty the 
swill bins from a large chute, plus 
shredded paper for extra evaporation 
energy. 

The strong approval for the Clivus 
by the Swedish Ministry of Health is 
not only because isolating the sanitation 
of every household banishes waterborne 
diseases, killing bacteria not by heat, as 
with a municipal compost plant, but by 
keeping them for up to a year under 
highly unfavourable conditions. They 
have the Continental fear of tapeworms 
which is at its strongest in Germany 
and Austria and even the heated diges- 
tion process used by most large authori- 
ties can fail to kill Taenia saginata (the 
beef tapeworm, carried in undercooked 
meat) eges and cysts. The Clivus des- 
lroys these as effecuuvely as it does all 
other human parasites. It seems that 
though eggs and cysts can survive 14 
days at 90°F in a sludge digester, 365 
or even 100 in a Clivus at this tempera- 
ture kills them and composts the 
remains, 
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Hidden advantages 

Though this new system cannot com- 
pete on capital cost with the £45 a 
person for a treatment plant serving 
250 people, or the £12 a head for the 
optimum size to fit half a million, it 
has a number of hidden advantages. 
First and foremost it cuts domestic 
water consumption by a third, and if 
the bath and washing water filter were 
connected to a tank with a pump to 
return it for reuse, it would reduce the 
remaining twenty gallons a day to 
perhaps the single gallon we use for 
cooking and drinking, for rainwater 
catchment could cover gardening and 
car washing. 

If every citizen in a community of 
250 is running his own Clivus, he has 
paid for his own sanitation with his 
house, and the Council is spared the 
interest on capital on the £12,000 for 
the plant. It is also saved the cost of 
laying the sewers, the upkeep and run- 
ning costs of the whole system, includ- 
ing repairs, and, as fibreglass lasts in- 
definitely, the eventual cost of replacing 
the sewage works at the inflated prices 
certain in the future. 

From the Swedish experience there is 
also a-saving on refuse collection, 
because all the material that can breed 
flies and produce smells goes in the 
Clivus, Lhe remainder which ts plastics, 
tins, bottles, bones and paper, etc, can 
be collected once every three weeks 
instead of every week. An isolated com- 
munity that turns over to the Clivus 
system, deserves a heavy reduction in 
rates, and an experimental Council 


Estate could well be justified to find 
the savings, and any hidden disadvant- 
ages, there may be. It would also be 
possible to try out a block of flats with 
an existing rubbish chute system, and 
Sanivacs connected to a central Clivus 
controlled by the caretaker who would 
probably sell the compost locally, or it 
could be collected by the local authority 
as a far superior product to any munici- 
pai compost. There are now plastic 
recycling systems (see “‘Ecotechnics”, 
April number) and the removal of 
kitchen wastes would make both these 
and paper salvage easier and cleaner. 

The Clivus may well be the most 
important invention of the present 
decade, just as composting city wastes 
was the most vital Chinese discovery 
before 500 B.c., for gunpowder, print- 
ing and bank notes were Jater contribu- 
tions from this country of conserva- 
tionists. Tt now needs research on its 
applications, especially in the field of 
waste water recycling which is a vastly 
cheaper prospect than desalination, or 
reservoirs and barrages to conserve 
more water in order to waste it. 

At its present stage it is possible to 
contract your home out of the pollu- 
tion race for the price of a new car. 
It needs only a few people with the 
courage to contract for tank space, 
pumps, tiv: aud Ciivus, to provide tne 
data that Councils need before they 
experiment with the public money. 

Further information about the Clivus 
is obtainable from Low Impact Tech- 
nology Ltd., c/o Faull, Best and Knight, 
16a St James’s Street London SW1. 
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INTERNATIONAL BRICK & TILE LTD. 


204 - 10645 JASPER AVENUE @ EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA 


An Ecological Sermonette 


A number of recent scientific discoveries and breakthroughs in heavy clay 
technology have made possible the production of an altogether superior building 
brick, Researchers at the West Virginia University Coal Research Bureau have 
developed a process for manufacturing ceramic products of unprecedented quality 
and uniformity, Since the basic ingredients for this material are fly ash and 
bottom ash, the waste products of coal burning for electrical power generation, 
its manufacture is relatively inexpensive, 


Bricks have been made in essentially the same fashion for at least six 
thousand years, The ancient Mesopotamians mined clay, mixed it with water, 
shaped it in the plastic state, dried it and fired it in permanent forms of con- 
siderable strength and durability. A suitable clay deposit was then, and is now, 
the first requirement for conventional brick-muking. 


To the ancients the world afforded unlimited supplies of air, earth, water 
and fire. In the last third of the century, with several thousand times the popu- 
lation of the ancient world and with each individual consuming energy at a rate 
hundreds of times that of his ancient counterpart, we are becoming painfully 
aware of upper limits on the resources available to us as inhabitants of this 
planet, 


In many types of natural resource use it has become economical as well 
as responsible to develop an understanding of the ecological context of the 
extractive processes employed, Strip mining is the most common method used 
in Canada for extracting ceramic clays, Blighting of the landscape is its inevit- 
able result, The use of fly ash in manufacturing ceramic products eliminates the 
necessity for strip mining; and less My ash is released into the air and into pits and 
lagoons, a further environmental benefit. 


In short, a new and highly sophistreated technology is making possible 
extraordinarily efficient use of a natural resouree, cou! International Briek & 
Vile Ltd. has exclusive Canadian rights to this process, 


Test Walls 
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at Morgantown, W. Va. 


Precision Brick* 


Precision brick compare favourably with conventional brick in these 
significant respects: 


* 


Precision brick are lighter (3.2/4.0 Ibs. vs. 4%-5 Ibs. in 
regular size). 


Precision brick are stronger (compressive strength 9,000-12,000 
psi vs. 2500-8000 psi.) 


Precision brick are more dimensionally precise. 


Precision brick are available in more variety. The buyer can 
specify colour, size and texture (including glazed finishes) if 
he does not find the brick he wants among those currently 
available. 


Precision brick can be duplicated exactly in the future. Freed 
from dependency upon the tenuous uniformity and longevity 
of particular clay deposits, architects and building owners can 
rely upon future supplies of identical brick for building addi- 
tions. To take an example, the materials integrity of a 
university campus could be maintained indefinitely using 
Precision brick. 


Precision brick are more uniform in colour and texture in 
given specifications. 


Best of all, Precision brick cost less. By using plentiful and 
heretofore largely unusable basic materials, fundamental costs 
are kept low. 


The bread name chosen by International Brick & Tile for its 
lughequatity facing brick. 
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Technical Iniormation 


There are several features of International Brick & Tile Ltd.’s manufac- 
turing process which enable higher quality and greater product flexibility, 


1. Impurities and irregular carbonaceous materials burn during the firing 
of conventional brick causing warpage, size variations, surface defects, and so on. 
This combustion takes place in the brick kiln at temperatures of approximately 


2200 degrees F, 


Fly ash is the product of coal burning at a temperature of 


approximately 2800 degrees F. Therefore, all impurities and carbonaceous 
residues that would burn in a brick kiln have been removed from the raw 
material in the fly ash brick process. Quality control of fly ash brick is thereby 
made casier, ic, there are fewer culls at given quality levels. In short, it is 
possible to make a higher quality brick at a lower cost. 


2. Modern equipment. International Brick & Tile Ltd. has purchased 
the most up-to-date equipment available in 1971, All phases of manufacturing 
will be carried on using the best machinery currently obtainable. To mention 
but a few advantages of this policy: 


(1) 


(ii) 


(ii) 


(iv) 


(vy) 


(v1) 


Modern mixing equipment yields a uniform blend of chemicals 
and raw materials, insuring that one brick will be as nearly 
exactly like another as is possible. 


The most current model of the best brick press available 
produces strong uniform pieces. 


Electric eye safety and quality control devices elicit 
workers’ best efforts, 


Shuttle kilns facilitate short lead times on a wide variety 
of products, 


Packiging is taifored to the needs of masonry contractors, 
Before purchasing packaging equipment, International Brick & 
Tile Ltd. studied current materials handling systems and asked 
masonry contractors what kind of packaging would suit their 
needs, Unit Masonry Council recommendations helped in 
this regard, As a result of this effort, International will be 
offering divisible packages designed to minimize most masonry 
contractors brick handling costs, i.e, ideally suited to laying 
5” x 7” sections from scatfolding and divisible into 
packages easily moved through doorways and in confined 


Spaces, 


\ welkequipped modem liboratory will be devoted to 


Meeting customers needs, 
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Specitications 


Through the expenditure of several million dollars, the technology of fly 
ash brick and tile manufacture has become extremely sophisticated, Extensive 
research largely at West Virginia University’s Coal Research Bureau, has resulted 
in an enormous fund of information. Brick and tile of widely varying and 
often remarkable specifications can now be manufactured, The general proce- 
dure is to make a ceramic material from fly ash, bottom ash, sand and several 
additives. Conventional pressing and firing then yields brick and tile of classic 
appearance and superior technical propertics. 


In the United States fly ash brick has met or exceeded all specifications 
for the ASTM - SW (Severe Weathering) grade. 


International Brick & Tile Ltd. has commissioned testing of various 
formulations of Wabamun fly ash brick in Canada. Depending upon customer’s 
requirements, brick and tile can be manufactured by International to a consider- 
able range of specifications. Test results to date on various samples have 
yielded the following (tested in accordance with CSA-A82.2 1967): 


Compressive Strength 


- AVERAGE PSI 
Precision brick 7,640-19,380 
CSA Standard Type I (exposed) 2500 minimum 
Type I-E (highest Classification) 10,000 and over 


ASTM Standard Grade SW (Severe Weathering) 3000 minimum 


British Standards Institution 


Engineering brick Class A 10,000 Minimum 
B 7,000 ie! 
Load bearing brick Class 15 15,000 i 
10 10,000 : 


=-nNeBur 
es 
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5 Hour Boiling Test 


Precision brick 

CSA Standard Type I (exposed) 

ASTM Standard Grade SW (Severe Weathering) 
British Standards Institution 


Engineering brick Class <A 
B 


Load bearing brick 


2A Hour Absorption 


Precision brick 

CSA Standard 

ASTM Standard 

British Standards Institution 


Saturation Coefficient 


Precision brick 


CSA Standard Type I (exposed) 


ASTM Standard Grade SW (Severe Weathering) 


British Standards Institute 


Average per cent 


0.7 - 21.0 (range) 
22,00 Maximum 
17.0 Maximum 


4.5 Maximum 
7.0 * 


No specific requirements 


Average per cent 


0.47 - 13.9 (range) 

related to saturation coefficient 
related to saturation coefficient 
Not specified 


0.661 - 4.20 *(range) 


0,88 (waived if the average 
compressive strength exceeds 
8,000. psi) 

0.78 (waived if the average 
compressive strenyth exceeds 


8,000 p.s.i) 
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The Government of Alberta is to be commended for having invited the 
people of the province to express their views regarding the uses and de- 
velopment of lands on the East Slope of the Rocky Mountains. It is to be 
expected that individuals from various professional backgrounds and walks 
of life will address themselves to a variety of specific issues. I am 
hopeful that others with an interest in mental health will be represented, 
but a lack of experimental evidence to document the effect of the natural 
environment upon the mental health of man may make professionals reluctant 
to express an opinion, The scarcity of such empirical knowledge is a major 
reason for my deep personal and professional concern with the present and 
future uses of these lands. Despite the scarcity of such empirical evidence 
at the present time, I believe that there are a number of reasons why "wild 
lands" as we may term the present forest reserve, represent both a social 


and economic investment in the mental health of Albertans. 


A clear record exists in the artistic accomplishments of mankind which 
should convince even the most ardent skeptic that the natural environment 
has always provided various valuable stimulations and inspirations for the 
human race. There may be a tendercy on the part of some, to succumb to a 
simplistic acceptance of Rousseau's doctrine "natural is good", This 
sort of thinking, or other philosophical notions that lead to a wistful 
hankering after Walden Pond may ultimately lead to a sort of romantic 
escapism which, in suggesting that society is "bad" and nature is "good", 
makes it difficult, if not impossible to deal with the realities of ex- 
istence in the 1970's. It should be understood that the remarks which 
follow are not intended as any part of such a naive dichotomy. Rather 
they will attempt to demonstrate ways in which wise, futuristic management 
of our remaining wild land may be able to enhance the quality of life in 


Alberta as it becomes increasingly more urban and technological. 


The noted British psychiatrist, R. D. Laing has stated that "if ex- 
perience is denied, behavior becomes destructive". In elaborating this 
point, Laing emphasizes that he is talking about all facets of human ex- 
perience. To the extent that an individuai denies himself or is denied 
certain basic human experiences, his behavior may become destructive to 


himself or others. Laing goes on to say that alienation is "normal" for 
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most of our society. He and other writers have suggested that much ill- 
ness, both physical and mental can be accounted for by the stresses con- 
fronted and roles played by individuals in their day to day lives. In 
some societies, both past and present, acceptable means were available 
by which people could legitimately "drop out" of society periodically to 
come into contact with their own inner experience, to assess and evaluate 
their lives and values, or to generally slow the pace of their lives in 
a way that enhanced their physical and emotional health. In medieval 
societies and certain eastern civilizations in the present day, monas- 
teries provided such a refuge. In our present society, sickness and 
hospitalization are among the few means available to accomplish these 
purposes, although the pace of life is such that the human being may be 
subjected to greater stress than at any other time in history. Laing 
has experimented with the use of "blow out centres' which provide indi- 
viduals with these much needed opportunities for rest and re-creation. 
The popular encounter group movement, the drug culture (including adult 
dependence upon alcohol), sexual experimentation, and the popularity of 
evangelical religious groups can be viewed as means by which people at-— 
tempt to widen or deepen their human experience. Historically, however, 
large numbers of people, including many revered religious and political 
leaders, have depended upon periods of contact with nature, or sojurns 
into the wilderness as a means of "restoring their souls'', It is unfor- 
tumate, at a time when the physical resources of the natural enviroament 
have been catalogued and are in great demand both in our own and other 
countries, that the value of these areas as a human and health resource 


has not been established, and is, therefore, difficult to defend. 


There are many indications that the latter position is a defensible 
one, however. Psychiatric nurses working with acutely ill, regressed 
patients have described periods of improvement and remission of symptoms 
when the patients participated in the planting of a garden. The intro- 
duction of growing plants to hospital units where patients of this sort 


were housed has been observed to arouse interest and bring severely ill 
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patients into at least momentary contact with reality. During hospital 
fires, chronic, institutionalized schizophrenic patients have been known 
to rescue other patients efficiently and rationally. Some experimenta- 
tion has been done with such chronic patients attempting to remotivate 
them through systems of reward and punishment, the rewards in some cases 
being tokens which entitle them to certain necessities and amenities; in 
other cases attention from staff serves as a powerful reinforcer. The 
foregoing have in common the fact that they are examples of situations 
which call forth a response based on the perception of outward reality 


rather than the inner world which gives rise to the patient's symptoms. 


The substitution of experience in a private inner world for exper—- 
ience in the real world is not essentially different from the substitu- 
tion of vicarious or artificial experience for real experience in the 


lives of so-called "normal" individuals. 


Aberrant behavior which can be observed in animals subjected to 
unnaturally overcrowded conditions or situations in which their instinc- 
tual (i.e. food gathering, mating, etc.) activities are unnecessary or 
impossible, has its counterpart in parallels between the size of our 
cities and their rates of crime delinquency and alienation. If we look 
at a typical urban environment as a whole, or at some of its specific 
parts, it is not difficult to identify certain aspects of human exper- 
iences which are already scarce if not totally absent. This phenomena 
has become a concern of increasing numbers of educators, artists and 


social scientists and philosophers. Tofler discusses it in his book 


Future Shock pointing out that the end result of prolonged contact with 
an artificial environment may be the inability to experience anything. 


In a world where real experience is increasingly Gas Plc ne) Ge ae 
and to distinguish from the artificial, the wilderness offers a parti- 
cular kind of real experience which can help to meet some of man's deep- 


est needs. At the most elementary level, it can serve as 2 means of 
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measuring what is real or natural. Adaptation to a new or changed phy-— 
sical environment takes thousands of years through the process of gen- 
etic mutation. In the meantime, the physiological mechanisms of the 
human being still require old-fashioned inputs such as clean air, water, 
and food which contains actual nutritional value. The extent of pollu- 
tion in our cities can only be measured by comparison with uncontamin-— 
ated materials; likewise the psychological effects of constant contact 
with man-made non-living materials observed through a smoggy atmosphere 
can only be discernable if it is possible to observe human beings in 


environments which are more biologically intact. 


Just as the biological process of adaptation may be crucial to 
man's physical survival in the altered environment he continues to cre- 
ate for himself, so diversity in his environment may help to strengthen 
and maintain the mental adaptability which has always been a critical 
factor in human survival. In naturally occurring ecosystems, diversity 
is recognized as the basis of stability, that is, the more diversity of 
plant and animal life within a particular system, the greater the adap- 
tive capacity of the system and hence, its ultimate stability. Human 
beings appear to be engaged in an attempt to remove as much diversity 
as possible from their environment and experience. A glance at the weekly 
television schedule should serve to illustrate this point, but in the 
context of this presentation, a more pertinent example may be drawn from 
a look at practices of urban development which have led to the minimiz- 
ation of certain important kinds of diversity in cities. A child who 
grows up in suburbia may be "denied" the experience of any contact with 
the inner city, with members of racial or ethnic minorities, or with those 
economically or educationally different from himself. The existence of 
the elderly, the handicapped, the mentally ill are a part of his vicarious 
experience as are the facts of poverty and death. Crisis centres and 
health agencies are all too familiar with the problems of adaptation that 
some of these realities present to many members of society. Isolation 


from such social and human realities can result in the destructive 
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behaviors of fear and prejudice which often have their roots in the un- 


known. The existence of wild land, even if it is far from a city, can 
exert an influence upon the quality of life within a city as much as an 
art gallery or skating rink within the city limits. As a resource 
available for use, as one of many choices in the recreational super- 
market, it can help to increase the potential for diversity in people's 
lives while providing them with the best object lesson available as to 
the importance of such diversity. The exquisite complexity and the 


strength and endurance which can be observed even in the smallest frag- 
ments of nature can serve to provide man with a measure which may help 
him to view his social and technological accomplishments in a realistic 


perspective. 


As our society becomes increasingly impersonal and our traditional 
sources of meaningfulness (i.e. strong religious belief, support of ex- 
tended family and community groups, life friends, etc.) more difficult 
to maintain, the wilderness can provide man with a much needed source 
of hope. Rachel Carson, noted conservationist and writer expressed 
this thought beautifully by saying: 


Those who dwell, as scientists or laymen among the beauties 
and mysteries of the earth are never alone or weary of life. 
Whatever the vexations or concerns of their personal lives, 
their thoughts can find paths that lead to inner contentment 
and to renewed excitement in living. Those who contemplate 
the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will 
endure as along as life lasts. There is symbolic as well as 
natural beauty in the migration of birds, the ebb and flow 
of the tides, the folded bud ready for the spring. There is 
something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of 
nature--the assurance that dawn comes after night and spring 
after the winter. 


All human beings seem to require a source of hope and at least periodic 
restoration. Those who have more than the usual reasons for despair 
and alienation--the elderly, handicapped, mentaily ill and retarded, 
the delinquent, and the underprivileged are of particular concern to 
those in the health professions. Various types of outdoor experience 
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ranging from that available at lake cottage or church camp facilities 
to work camp and survival experiences are presently offered to limited 
numbers of such people in our communities and institutions. I know of 
no evaluative studies which would indicate in quantitative terms the 
benefits presently being derived from such activities, although my con- 
versations with individuals associated with such programs either as 
staff or clients have assured me that these benefits exist and could 

be documented, if necessary by research procedures currently used in 
the medical and social sciences. Such studies are needed, not only to 
ensure the maintenance of existing programs but to provide justification 
for the expenditure of funds for expansion and further experimentation. 
Programs of this nature should be considered by professionals and gov- 
ernment alike as means not only of treatment but of prevention. 


Thus far, I have attempted to show the value of wilderness lands 
as a mental health resource. In suggesting present and future uses for 
the lands of the East Slope, one must consider the economics of devel- 
oping and failing to develop the various resources the area has to offer. 
Up to this point in Alberta there has been an emphasis upon the explora- 
tion and extraction of non-renewable resources which has led in many 
cases to an irreversible devastation of the basic and irreplaceable re- 
source, namely the land itself. A recent example of this sort of devel- 
opment can be found in a study of development in the Grande Cache area 
in which government subsidization has helped a foreign company pay foreign 
laborers to extract coal which yields royalties of 14¢ per ton, while 
interest on the sum required to build the railroad to the area amounts to 
eight million dollars a year. Alberta, as an area rich in many resources 


need not and should not squander them in this manner, The potential of 


the East Slope lands as a mental health resource can be destroyed by any 
sort of development which does irreversible damage to the land whether it 


be done in the service of the physical or recreational resources the area 
has to offer. 
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Alberta is surely at a point in its history when priorities can 
be reassessed to define progress and development in terms of human and 
social evolution rather than in the material terms appropriate to an 
area in the process of achieving basic literacy and industrialization. 
The quality of life possible rather than the excess numbers of goods 
available should become a measure of the vision and management ability 
of those in government. For some Albertans the quality of life is not 
lacking at the present time. However, one need only walk through the 
older downtown areas of Calgary or Edmonton or travel through some 
rural areas of the province to identify social needs which demand urgent 
attention. Many persons who have worked in health or educational in- 
stitutions will attest to the numbers of times that requests for even 
basic supplies and facilities are denied with the explanation that 
there is no money for such things in the budget. Unfortunately the 
relatives and friends of M.L.A.'s, aldermen, and prestigious profes— 
sional people are not likely to be among those who suffer from the 
absence of much needed facilities, supplies or manpower. A native 
person, a skid row alcoholic, or an average citizen who still views 
health and health care as a privilege and not a basic right may not be 
able to say the same thing, and what is worse, may hesitate to demand 
his rights for a variety of reasons. When development of the East 
Slope is considered, the material short term gains ‘should be weighed 
not only against the consequences of the permanent devastation of lands, 
but against the losses resulting from the devastation of human dignity 
as the gap widens between the rich and the poor. 


More specifically, if we are willing to concede that the resource 
in the form of wild land may be of use in assisting the healthy and per- 
haps even the ethical development and restoration of man, it becomes im- 
portant to ensure that all people, but particularly the most needy, bene- 


fit from the use of the resource. Discussions about appropriate use of 
lands for industry and recreation tend to take place between skiers and 


birdwatchers, entrepreneurs and conservationists. Persons whose rights 
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are most in question, (namely the 25% or more Canadians whose incomes 
are less than $5,000.00 per year) are seldom represented. Not only 
hysterics and do-gooders, but increasing numbers of astute scientists 
and social planners warn us that the passivity and apathy which have 
hitherto characterized this group of people is fast giving way to a 
deep anger and sense of political awareness. The costs of subsidizing 
this group in ways that will allow them to exercise their rights to the 
use of wilderness lands must be considered and compared with the costs 
of subsidizing foreign companies or launching expensive social assis- 
tance or treatment programs. At the present time, many Albertans are 
unable to make use of the parks already designated. To reach these 
areas from the inner cities, most Indian reserves and the marginal 
economic areas, one needs, at the least, a car or the price of fare on 
a public transportation system. To families receiving welfare or to 
many farm families even this is out of the question; the costs of reg- 
ular tourist accommodation or the capital investment required to be 


able to camp safely may make such outings totally prohibitive. Pro- 


posals for commercial development on the East Slope should take into 

account the fact that in Alberta, despite our thousands of wilderness 
acres there are many persons who have never seen clean snow, or birds 
except for street sparrows and city pigeons. There is a need to pro- 
vide tourist accommodation which would allow the poor (including many 
elderly and handicapped persons) to benefit from the natural environ- 
ment. Such facilities should not be expected to make a profit, but 

should be regarded as an investment in the mental health of Albertans. 


Another such investment is outdoor education. I speak here not 


only of camping, survival or various other skills, which all too often 
have emphasized physical activity and can in extreme cases, become 
merely another form of exploitation of the land, but of an integrated, 
multi-sensory educational program based upon a philosophy of respect 


for the land. Such programs should teach both children and adults ways 


and means of living harmoniously with other living things, and, we may 
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hope, might help us to maintain or re-learn the respect for all life 
which can result from intimate contact with and understanding of liv- 
ing things. Once attitudes of respect and care have been estabiished, 
any activities carried out in the wilderness would be less likely to 


be temporarily or permanently destructive. 


An ambivalent relationship between man and the natural environment 
has been a central part of the Canadian experience. The environment was 
a force both to be conquered, and to be measured against; a source of 
inspiration and frustration, of. hope and despair. Maslow and other 
social scientists in postulating a hierarchy of human needs, and in 
asserting that there is value for man in accepting responsibility for 
his own actions, have provided a theoretical justification for man's 
urge to explore, invent, challenge and create. In the affluent society, 
where lower level, survival needs are being adequately met for most 


individuals, the need to maximize opportunities for development of the 


human potential should be obvious. If we embrace the concept that the 


wilderness has values for man, there will be danger in trying to make 
alivoret easily available. The roads which have already been built, 
rendering almost all mountain vaileys accessible to some form of motor- 
ized transportation have left scars on the landscape which will take 
man ears to heal even if reclamation has already begun. A more in- 
sidious consequence of making all wild land accessible in this way is 
that the experience of discovering, testing and challenging himself may 
be denied to man in the future if such practices persist. A variety of 
possible wilderness experiences must be ensured for present and future 
citizens of Alberta, covering a continuum which provides opportunities 
for children, the elderly, handicapped, young people, and families in 


addition to the demanding experience of solitude and physical endurance 


which is being sought by increasing numbers of people as the place 


where it may be achieved decrease. 
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I have suggested that it is appropriate to view the lands of the 
East Slope, and others like them throughout Alberta and Canada, not only 
in terms of their physical and recreation resources but in terms of 


their potential contribution to the mental health of human beings. 


There would appear to be little justification for haste in developing 
the East Slope since the value of physical and recreational resources 
will increase with time. Effort at this time should be devoted to 
thorough study of all possible uses and potentials of this area, and to 
the development of a long range master plan which will ensure that the 
future needs of the greatest possible number of persons will be met by 
whatever developments ultimately take place. To date, such master 
planning has not been a feature of development in this province. We may 
hope that government will act with discretion to reverse this trend, 
seeking contributions and expertise from a variety of sources including 
the health professions to ensure that human and social, as well as 
economic and recreational planning will characterize the future of the 
province. 
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CANADIAN INSTITUTE OF FORESTRY 
Rocky Mountain Section 


April, 1973 


Dear Ys Dordt, 


On behalf of the membership of the Rocky Mountain Section 
of the Canadian Institute of Forestry, I am pleased to submit to 
you the enclosed statement dealing with the effects of a pulp har- 
vesting operation in the foothills of Alberta. This statement, 
entitled "Assessment of Effect of Forest Harvesting in the Brule 
Corridor (Camp I Area) Hinton, Alberta", was prepared by the fores- 
ters whose names appear below, and was studied and approved by the 
Rocky Mountain Section membership, Members of the Resources Monit- 
oring Committee were: 

W. Reid, B.S.F., M.S., Ph.D, 
Ss. Telfer, B.S.F., M 

-H. Poliquin, B-S.F. 
C. Wright, B.S.F. 


Chairman: 


’ 
.S. 


Yours sincerely, 


Dr. A.A. Loman, Chairman 
Rocky Mountain Section 
Canadian Institute of Forestry 
1972 ~ 1973 


D. M. IRVINE, R.P.F. 


Jecretery-Manager 
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BOX 5000, MACDONALD COLLEGE, P.Q. — 514-453-4281 


Assessment of Effect of Forest Harvesting 
in the Brule Corridor (Camp I Area) 
Hinton, Alberta 


Abstract 


No significant land deterioration is occurring as a result 
of forest harvesting methods and procedures. Establishment of 
seedlings is considered adequate to provide a commercial forest for 
subsequent harvest. An important problem relating to aesthetics 
exists which could have been partially alleviated if the harvesting 
plan allowed for a 40 year cycle rather than a 20 year cycle and/or 
strategically located blocks of timber were left uncut. The harvest-— 
ing company and the Provincial Government are urged to discontinue 
cutting in that area for a reconsideration of other land uses. 


Charges by citizen groups and individuals of 
mismanagement are being leveled directly at North 
Western Pulp and Power Ltd., and less directly at the 
Department of Lands and Forests, Government of Alberta, 
in relation to harvesting methods used in timber opera- 
tion near Hinton. The area of concern has been chiefly 
that west of the town of Hinton to the Jasper Park gate 
and north of Highway 16 to the Athabasca River and 
Brule Lake. The area is known generally as the Brule 
Corridor or Camp I Area. 


This statement presents an assessment of the 
charges that severe and/or irreparable damage has 
occurred to the site supporting the forest with re- 
sultant harmful effects to the environment generally 
of the region. This statement refers only to the area 
described above -~ an area covering approximately 40 
square miles. Where reference to other areas of the 
lease is made, it will be so stated. North Western 
Pulp and Power Limited is referred to herein as the 


Company and the Department of Lands and Forests as the 
Government. 


SHE FORESTRY CHRONICLE 


INCORPORATED 1950 — SUCCESSOR TO THE CANADIAN SOCIETY OF FOREST ENGINEERS — FOUNDED 1908 


General Area 
Description 


Agreements 


Between the 
Company and 
the 
Government’ 
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The area in question is unique in several ways. Prior to 
logging there existed an overmature stand of white spruce of 
great age, up to 500 years. The site itself is characterized by 
wind-borne deposits (loess) of light, sandy soil over a course 
gravel base. The site is subject to relatively low annual 
precipitation accompanied by strong westerly winds. This mantle 
of loess varies from a few inches to many feet in depth. The 
topography is generally undulating with low hills and long 
gentle slopes intersected by shallow ravines and stream beds. In 
the lower areas a number of small lakes have formed. 


Prior to commencement of present operations little 
logging activity took place in that area due in large part to 
the decadence of the stand and the high amounts of loess material 
imbedded in the bark of some trees. The latter condition was 
damaging to the saws. 


Agreements between the Company and the Government relative 
to harvesting of timber were contained by Order—in-Council 
No. 1250/54 dated 14th Day of September 1954. Further agreements 
were made subsequently, the most current examined herein being 
No. 1647/68. 


Examination of those Orders-in-Council and of Operating 
Ground Rule Agreements spelling out in considerable detail the 
procedures and pertinent statements relative to this brief are 
summarized as follows: 


(i) Production of wood fiber was to be the principal function 
of the area. 


(ii) The Company was to harvest in such a manner as to achieve 
the highest degree of economical utilization of the 
forests. 


(iii) The cutting plan of the area must be such that forests 
were being managed for perpetuity. A management plan 
must be drawn up for that purpose and agreed to by the 
Government of Alberta and annual operating plans must 
be submitted to the Government for approval. 


(iv) The ground rules contained within existing agreements 
are to be reviewed by both parties every five years for 
the purpose of making changes by mutual agreement with 
views of attaining a higher utilization of the forest 
growth. The clause relating to mutual agreement has 
hindered implementation of some changes in the harvesting 
plans. 
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(v) The Government may at any time, after consultation 
with the Company, permanently or for a specified term 
withdraw from the forest management area any land 
considered essential for the human or physical resource 
development of the Province. 


(vi) When the aggregate area of land withdrawn from the 
forest management area by the Government exceeds 1% 
compensation and/or reimbursement shall be made by the 


Government. 
The The management plan chosen by the Company consisted 
Management essentially of application of an area-allotment designed for 
Plan even-aged stands. Working circle areas were designed principally 


on the basis of their geography to facilitate administration of 

the management plan. Within each working circle area compart- 

ments were delineated. Within each compartment at designated 
intervals 50% of the merchantable timber was to be removed over 

a ten year period in alternate strips 330 to 660 feet in width. 

Ten years later the uncut strips were to be removed over a ten 

year period providing adjacent cut-over areas were adequately 
regenerated to agreed upon stocking standards. The plan is good 

and soundly based on accepted and proven forest management practices. 


The standards of regeneration, operating procedures around 
lakes, rivers, creeks and road construction are spelled out in 
great detail in the agreements between both parties. It can be 
generally stated the Company agreed to operate within carefully 
defined guidelines which assured a good return to the Government 
and protection to the logged-over site. 


Harvesting Original harvesting methods involved horse logging and 
Methods 100 inch tree lengths cut and piled along narrow skid-ways within 
and Effect cut-over strips 330 to 660 feet in width. For justifiable 

on Site economic reasons recent trends are the use of rubber-tired 


tractors and full tree length logging. Trees are felled and 
branches removed on site then the entire tree is skidded to a 
nearby road-way, piled, and eventually removed to the mill by 
trucks. 


Following logging the areas are scarified, i.e. litter on 
the surface is mixed and churned up and mineral soil exposed. 
Scarification is done with large tractors. Seed from residual 
uncut strips falls onto the exposed mineral soil. Within several 


Effect of 
Harvest 
Methods on 
Other Users 
of the Site 
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years native grasses cover the exposed sites but in the interval 
spruce seedlings establish themselves. Erosion due to scarifica- 
tion following logging has not occurred to any significant degree. 
Regeneration of logged sites is adequate in most instances. Where 
natural regeneration does not meet agreed standards, the Company 
plants seedlings or sows seed. 


In this area early growth is very slow. The slow growth 
has little to do with the harvesting method, but is rather 
characteristic of the site and the tree species involved (i.e. 
white spruce principally). 


Prior to commencement of harvesting there was relatively 
little travel within the area in question, due in part to lack 
of access, and in part to absence of recreational pressures as 
exist today. With increased road access, provided largely by the 
Company operations, travel by the public into the area has 
greatly increased. Several lakes, now accessible by road, have 
been stocked with fish and the government has established a 
campsite. 


The dense climax spruce forests which occupied much of 
the area prior to cutting supported relatively small populations 
of big game. It is likely however, the area has been a wintering 
ground from a large surrounding area for many years. The initial 
cut of alternate strips created an excellent habitat for big game. 
Small areas of dense protection cover adjacent to open areas of 
heavy grass and shrubs provide ideal shelter and food. While 
there is. little quantitative information relating to big game 
production in the area authorities believe the populations of 
big game were increased considerably as a result of the earliest 
harvesting. The second cut, 10 - 20 years later, which removed 
sheltering timber had and will have a considerable effect on 
the game population -- causing a sharp decline. But even then, 
the populations are unlikely to decline to the level which 
existed prior to logging. There is reason to believe the big 
game potential will again increase when some patches of regenera- 
tion reach sufficient height, over 20 feet, and density to 
provide cover. Excellent range conditions should then exist for 
15 - 20 years until most of the area becomes closed forest and 
forage production is again reduced. 


Local ranchers and outfitters have pastured horses on 
the area over many years. The use of the area now for grazing, 


and its effect on the forest regeneration is currently in dispute. 


While allowances were made to leave residual stands around 


Conclusions 
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margins of the larger lakes, subsequent wind throw has caused 
removal of much of their aesthetic and protective effect. 


The network of access roads required for harvesting are 
being closed off as operations permit. They are designed for 
temporary use only and for conversion back to forest land on 
completion of harvesting. The public put heavy use on those 
roads for access to hunting and berry picking areas as well as 
general recreation. These other uses may initiate erosion 
problems. The Company by its activities, and generally friendly 
attitude to the public has greatly éxpanded recreational access 
in the affected area although the quality of the recreation has 
been criticized in several quarters. 


The most profound visual effects in the area have been 
brought about by removal of the residual timber blocks adjacent 
to those removed ten years previously. Regeneration and other 
shrub cover in the earlier cut blocks still remain relatively 
inconspicuous even though present. The visual effect is one of 
complete forest cover removal over a large continuous area. 
The managed and manicured effect associated with the first harvest 
and greatly improved game habitat has been altered in an adverse 
Manner. 


The only significant erosion problem exists around the 
Jasper-Hinton airstrip located about in the centre of the Camp I 
Area on near the highest portion of the entire site. Again, no 
fault for this bad planning and lack of erosion control follow-up 
can be attributed to the Company. The Company, in fact, has been 
urging the responsible parties to act on that problem. The road 
network within the site, with some rather minor exceptions, does 
not constitute a watershed run-off siltation problem. 


The North Western Pulp and Power Company cannot fairly 
be accused of mismanagement of the area known generally as the 
Brule Corridor or Camp I Area. It has, in our view, carried out 
terms of the agreements signed with the Provincial Government. 
Regeneration appears generally adequate; erosion or soil drifting 
related to their operations does not occur to any significant 
degree. 


We do believe however, in retrospect, that area should 
have been handled somewhat differently than it was. This belief 


is formed solely on the emergence of changes in recreational and 


aesthetic forest land values. These values were not prominent 


at the time the agreements were formed. Had they been, we are 
sure the scene would have been somewhat different. 


Summary 
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Approximately 70% of the commercial forest cover has now 
been removed. The remaining residual timber is located on the 
west near the entrance to Jasper National Park, and on the 
eastern extremity of the compartment. That timber has been 
approved for removal and is included in logging plans for the 
near future. It may be too late, but we believe that remaining 
residual timber should be left for another twenty years in order 
to provide coniferous regeneration in adjacent previously cut 
blocks time to reach a height which will provide a more aesthetic- 
ally pleasing appearance as well as improved game cover. It is 
our impression the fiber from the remaining residuals in the area 
does not constitute a significant portion of the current logging 
volume. 


The Government, we believe, has in the agreement with 
the Company the right and authority to alter the plan by removal 
of selected timber areas from the lease area. The Company in 
turn has the right to some form of compensation. Providing 
good faith exists on both sides, and importance of the need for 
an altered cutting plan is recognized, we believe it is possible 
to implement changes even at this late date. Both parties have 
much to gain, as the Company and the Government will likely 
continue to be the object of considerable public criticism 
should the residual stands be removed. A conciliatory gesture on 
the part of the Company at this point will greatly improve its 
image in the public sector. Both the Government and the Company - 
should take more note of modern public attitudes in respect to 
forest harvesting. Management plans should include a degree of 
flexibility to permit variation with site and harvesting should 
be undertaken with more consideration for recreation and aesthetic 
values. These requirements, by implication, mean in certain 
regions harvesting of wood fiber cannot be done necessarily in 
the most economic manner nor with optimum utilization as a goal. 


There is great need for a public education program which 
explains renewable resource concepts in relation to modern harvest- 
ing methods on managed forest lands. 


1. No serious land site deterioration is occurring in the area 
known commonly as Camp I on the North Western Pulp and Power 
lease, which can be attributed to their operations. Clearcut 
was the only feasible management system to apply to that site. 
Adequate regeneration exists to ensure a forest environment 
is established within less than 70 years, barring fire. 


2. The problem is aesthetic. Vast landscape alterations were 
made to a landscape formerly heavily wooded and of a pleasing 
view from the highway. The problem is not clearcutting 


December 1972 


W773 


technique per se, but rather size and design of the clearcut. 
The first strip cuts greatly improved the area for many other 
uses whereas the second and final cuts reduced considerably 
the value of those uses originating from the first cut. 


Both the Company and the Government can be faulted for not 
providing a more effective forested buffer around the larger 
lakes in the area, i.e. Kinky Lake, Wild Horse Lake, Peach 
Lake and Kianea Lake. 


An airstrip has been constructed on a height of land near 

the center of the area. The Company had no jurisdiction over 
that development. There is currently a serious problem of 
wind erosion originating in the vicinity of the strip. Little 
has been done to remedy the problem. 


At the west end of the area, close to the Jasper Park boundary 
and at the extreme eastern end of the area, there are strips 
of residual spruce remaining. These are scheduled for removal 
in 1973 and 1974. It is our view a useful purpose would be 
served by leaving these strips for another 20-year period. 
There is not a high degree of windfall within those strips. 
They currently do provide a very useful game shelter habitat 
and are important to maintaining the present level of game in 
the area. 


There is need for a public education program relating to 
renewable forest resource management in designated regions of 
the province. 
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Land Use and Resource Development 
on the 


Eastern Slopes 


The following points are basic to my submission 


1. The Eastern Slopes area contains many and varied 
resources. 


2. There is a demand for these now, and a projected 
demand substantially greater. 


3. These resources will undoubtedly be utilized in 
some form eventually - ranging from light 
wilderness use to intensive extractive use. 


4. The resources have been there for some time and, 
for the most part, are not going to go anywhere 
except for the activities of man. 


5. The Eastern Slopes area is large, but it is finite 
and unique - it is the only Eastern Slopes area 
which we have. 


6. By virtue of its elevation and the nature of its 
topography it contains many sites which are fragile 
and susceptible to damage from which recovery may 
be difficult or impossible. 


With these points in mind, I urge that we develop a conservation- 
Management ethic for these lands along these lines. 


1. Plan for limited development and integrated-use 
on a rational basis. It is encouraging to see this 
approach started. Rationality should also precede 
political commitments on the area. 


2. Not to be in a rush to develop these resources all 
at once, nor to search out uses for all of them 
at this stage. 


3. Not to irrevocably commit all resources to a use now, 
remembering that peoples needs and values change with 
time, and that there are countless numbers of people 
yet unborn who will be wanting to share the use of 
these. 
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4. Preserve those unique resources or features which 
cannot be renewed - including our inheritance of 
historical and cultural developments. Protection 
must be provided from both exploitation and 
inadvertant human over-use. 


5. Not to develop or utilize any resource until the 
state of management technology or art is such that 
restoration and minimum disturbance can be assured. 


For example 


- if it is difficult to restore surface disturbances, 
do not permit strip mining or similar programs 
until an adequate reclamation technology has been 
demonstrated. 


- if unstable soil conditions make road building 
a gamble with respect to watershed values, defer 
road building until we know more. 


- if great difficulty is experienced in regenerating 
high-elevation forests, defer timber harvesting in 
those areas. 


- if mass human use of alpine areas will destroy some 
fragile sites, do not open these areas by trails or 
roads until suitable managment techniques have been 
developed. 


- if wildlife populations are limited by critical 
range areas, do not introduce competing uses 
until wildlife use of alternative areas can be 
assured. 


6. Take advantage of every opportunity to educate users of 
the area 


a) about the nature of the resources and their 
Management, and 


b) about how to use them - wisely and with minimum 
impact. 


These hearings have been a fine step. However, the time to prepare 
submissions has been less than many of us would like to have had. As 
a result, these comments are of necessity quite general. 


I earnestly hope that the Government will keep an open line on the 
Eastern Slopes, and will be receptive to continuing dialogue. Hopefully, 
hearings on specific proposals affecting this area in future will also be 
the rule. 
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WTA 
INTRODUCTION 


In support of the existing industries, with special 
reference to that of petroleum, Husky Oil Operations Ltd., wishes 
to report the following views on the future Land Use and Resource 
Development in the Oldman River Basin. Husky Oil Operations Ltd., 
presently operates the Savanna Creek Gas Field which was first 
discovered some 18 years ago in 1955. Through the years various 
important factors have been established in regard to the multiple 


use of the area in and around the Savanna Creek Gas Field. 


GAS EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION 

Throughout the life of this gas field, protection of 
the public and the environment has been closely guarded. 
Admittedly, much of this has been influenced to a major extent 
by the ever present acts and regulations which are in force. 
These regulations ensure that environmental disturbance from 
petroleum exploration and production is minimized. Husky is 
of the opinion that cleanliness is important to a good operation 
with emphasis being stressed on blending their operation into 
the surroundings. Although several undrilled locations exist 
in the Savanna Creek Field, rehabilitation of the disturbed 
terrain has been practiced. Well maintained facilities have 
led to fewer environment problems and more reliable operations. 
With the many lease roads, access to these more remote areas 
has necessitated not only protection of operating equipment, but 
much more important is the protection of the unsuspecting tourist. 


These lease roads are also valuable routes in case of forest fires. 
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The nature of the gas produced from this field necessitates 
Husky maintaining a camp which is manned 24 hours a day in order 
to handle any emergency which might arise as a result of the 


sour gas danger. 


FACILITIES BENEFICIAL TO THE PUBLIC 

One of the most important benefits derived from the 
presence of industry in the area is the maintenance of an all 
year round, secondary road from Coleman to the Highwood Junction 
and through to the forest gate west of Longview. Husky in 
co-operation with Saratoga Processing of Coleman, maintain the 
forestry trunk road and lease roads throughout the winter months 
bearing the brunt of the snow removal costs for approximately 
90 miles of road. This, in addition to being an emergency 
access from Longview and Coleman to the gas field, also permits 
the public to enjoy some of the serenities of winter in the 
foothills. Lease roads are also well maintained which permits 
motor traffic to more remote areas with particular emphasis 
being placed on Plateau Mountain. 

Plateau Mountain has been a source of interest to the 
public for age years. Because of the petroleum activity in the 
past and present, conditions are such that a reasonable road 
exists from one end to the other. Supporting transportation 
on the Kananaskis highway is a Husky service station at the 
Highwood Junction. Here supplies and gasoline are readily 
available all year round. On several occasions, in view of the 


location of Husky's field camp which is situated approximately 
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halfway between the Highwood Junction and the town of Coleman, 
distressed travellers have been glad of assistance and in 
particular the use of a radio telephone. Husky crews have 


always been willing to assist when requested. 


EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

Although Husky does not have a direct impact on 
employment, the company does utilize the efforts of a four 
man crew. Indirectly, the Savanna Creek Field makes necessary 
Saratoga Processing Company's operations, which also contribute 
to employment in the way of gas plant personnel and also field 
crews. In addition there are the usual service crews which 


are drawn from the local operators. 


RECREATIONAL 

There is no question of the immense potential of the 
area from a recreational standpoint. Not only in the summer, 
but also potential ski areas in the winter. One has only to 
study the popularity of the area during the summer months. The 
Oldman River Basin has very fine scenic qualities in addition 
to historical and educational value. This immediately brings to 
mind the ice caves in the vicinity of Plateau Mountain. From a 
purely outdoors point of view, the camping potential has definite 


merit. 


WILD LIFE 
Wild life in the Savanna Creek area appears to go on 


virtually undisturbed by the operations of Husky Oil or Saratoga 
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Processing. Mountain sheep are frequent visitors to the gaswell 
on top of Plateau Mountain. They appear to be accustomed to 
vehicles being around and also the humans that ride in them. 
From time to time various University research groups have been 
in the area with particular attention being paid to the similar 
nature of conditions between the Artic tundra and the environment 


on Plateau Mountain. 


PUBLIC AND INDUSTRY 

Through the years, it would appear that the public and 
industry have enjoyed very favourable companionship through the 
Savanna Creek Area. Indeed very little damage has been chalked 
up. Perhaps the only one that comes to mind was surprisingly 
enough last fall during the hunting season. During the course of 
the season, some equipment was used as targets by some misguided 
hunter who did not realize the danger he was creating for himself 
and the others. However, at present travel off the main forestry 
road is virtually out of the question except during the summer 


months. 


ECONOMIC FACTORS 


One factor which has a tendency to be ignored is that of 


economics. Over the years, Husky and its partners have invested 
some 6 million dollars which has contributed some 100,000 dollars 
per year to the province and area in way of royalties, taxes, 
employment, supplies and repairs. This is a sizable factor when 
-onsiders that the area is a very small fraction of the total 


2fined area under study. 
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im addition to Husky are ali the other industries such as logging, 
mining, gas transmission, which all contribute handsomely to 


the economics of the area. 


SUMMARY 

What does all this mean? Well, Husky advocates that 
the success of "togetherness" over the years clearly indicates 
that multiple land use is a must if benefit is to be derived by as 
Many resources aS is possible. Resources being defined as any 
part of the environment which society believes to be of value. 
Reeves, in order to arrive at optimum multiple land use, Husky is 
of the belief that some importance must be centered around con- 
tributions to income or taxes, population distribution, employment 
ana the resultant effect on the quality of the environment. In the 
past and with a very bright future, the petroleum industry has 
and will continue to enrich the province in way of royalty 
payments, reserves taxes, rentals and land bonuses. Accompanying 
the monetary value is also the attendant employment boom. In 
addition to these factors additional benefits are derived from 
multiple land use in way of economic prosperity, roads and 


utilities which open up commercial and recreational prospects. 


CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, Husky is of the opinion that with proper 
planning and careful policing, there is no reason why other uses 
cannot be intermingled and still preserve the environment. Husky 
believes that the petroleum industry in the area has affected a 
very small percentage of the total area, with excellent prospects 


of restoring the area for other uses when the natural gas resources 


1/ OF 


become exhausted. It is because of the foresight of the authorities 


and companies that the environment in the Savanna Creek area has 


been preserved with harmony existing among man, beast and flora. 


| 
. 
| 
, 
; 
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Whatever decisions are reached after these hearings on land use, 
they will have long-range effects not only on the people and economy of 
Alberta and the rest of Western Canada but also upon the wildlife, plants, 
waters, and development of natural resources in the areas under consideration. 
With such far-reaching implications it is hoped that the members of this 
board will have the wisdom and ability to look into the future and see 
the long-range effects of the various schemes and proposals which come 
before them. Planning for 20 or 30 years ahead is really only short-range 
planning although that seems to be the maximum time which most people can 
comprehend or at least plan for. We should be planning much further 
ahead than that. 

"Proceeding on the basis of prevention rather than cure dictates 
that plans be implemented ahead of resource exploitation and abuse, whether 
physical or economic. Sound resource management is not always profitable 
or else it would have been promoted by entrepreneurs long ago. This being 
the case, the public sector has a responsibility to ensure that planning 
is undertaken and development proceeds according to the best interest of 
the Province.' 

These hearings are a step in the right direction toward getting 
the people of Alberta involved in planning the future use of the foothills. 
However, I must question the sincerity of the government of Alberta on this 


matter. I understand that provincial civil servants who may have valuable 


: The Foothills Resource Allocation Study, 1972. 


information bearing on the topics under discussion but whose information 
is contrary to current government policy are not permitted to present 
briefs at these public hearings. 

This is directly contrary to the suggestions contained in the 
Report by the Science Advisory Ad Hoc Committee on the Eastern Suara 
which strongly urges that all people whether civil servants or not be 
allowed to present any relevant data which they may have at these hearings. 
This is also contrary to the highly publicized Alberta Bill of Rights. I 
believe that these people should be heard from and that ALL relevant data 
be made public at this time. 

I must also at this time take issue with a publication titled 
"The Resources of the Foothills: A Choice of Land Use Alternatives". 
The stated purpose of this publication is as a discussion paper prepared 
to provide factual technical data to those preparing submissions to 
these Hearings. This is the greatest piece of non-information which I 
have ever encountered. There is absolutely nothing in there which one 
can sink one's teeth into. The diagrams are so small that without an 
intimate knowledge of the area one cannot even pick out mountain ranges. 
The text constantly refers to places which are not marked on the maps. 
As I have stated I am a geologist. I work almost every day with maps. 
Aliso I have lived all of my life in Alberta and have travelled extensively 
within the province. I thus consider myself to have a better than average 


background for interpreting the maps and written information in the public- 


Environment Conservation Authority, Information Bulletin No. 12, page 28. 
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ation. If I encountered such problems with this publication then I wonder 
how the average layman made out with it. To further complicate matters, 
the few numbers which are given are all in different units. I would 

draw your attention to page 28 of this publication where in the section 
under Forestry which is approximately one half page long, four production 
figures are given and these are in three different units. Comparison of 
these figures becomes very difficult. 

I must also take issue, this time not with format but with content, 
with the report prepared by the Calgary Regional Planning Commission. 
This report which says it is 'simply a general information eaeerne seems 
to me to be slanted towards insinuating that development and commercial- 
ization is inevitable, therefore, why don't we help it along a bit? I 
will deal only with a few specific statements from this report. 

On page 5 of this report while discussing existing roads a 
statement is made that ‘Routes which might be upgraded include the one 
linking Jumpingpound Creek with the Elbow River, the rough track along 
the course of Smith-Dorien Creek, and the route which crosses Elk Pass 
to the Elk River in British Columbia. To this I can only ask why? Why 
upgrade these little-used and unnecessary roads? And why put this 
suggestion in this report at all unless to insiduously gain support for 
further commercialization of these areas. 

On page 7 of the report a statement is made that the mountains 


and foothills of Southwestern Alberta form part of a huge anticline whose 


Environment Conservation Authority, Information Bulletin No. 6, page 3. 
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apex lies at the Alberta-British Columbia border. This is pure hogwash 
as anyone who has even the most rudimentary knowledge of geology could 
tell you. Also, the Kootenay formation jis of Jurassic and Lower Cretaceo 
age, not Upper Cretaceous as stated on the same page. 

On page 9 is a statement about black spruce in the Bow Valley. 
There are no black spruce in the Bow Valley. 

When this report by the Calgary Regional Planning Commission 
contains such basic errors as those concerning geology and vegetation 
and such insiduously misleading statements as the one concerning roads 
then I question the validity and impartiality of this report in dealing 
with other subjects with which I am not familiar. 

I would like to now touch briefly upon two specific developments 
in the foothills of Alberta. The first is the Kananaskis Highway which 
I consider to be nothing less than ecological rape perpetrated by the 
Honourable Mr. Copithorne, Minister of Highways. To propose and develop 
a 70 m.p.h. (with 30 m.p.h. corners occasionally thrown in for sport) 
highway through such a beautiful and ecologically sensitive area is sheer 
insanity. I do not object to people visiting the Kananaskis area. It 
contains some of the most beautiful scenery I know of; but how much 
scenery can one see at 70 m.p.h.? Also, such a highway would surely lead 
to commercialization along it. This, I feel would ruin one of the primary 
attractions of this area, its wilderness appearance and lack of development 
Also, the summit of Highwood Pass is at over 7,000 feet elevation. Even 


with the relatively light traffic which the trails at the summit now get, 
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the subalpine vegetation is now trampled and footpaths carved which will 
probably never heal during my lifetime. Several large cirques containing 
delicate alpine vegetation can be easily reached from near the summit 

of Highwood Pass. These areas would be devastated by the numbers of 
people who would pour into the area along the Copithorne super-highway. 
For undertaking such a development without extensive environmental 
studies, and against general public opinion, Mr. Copithorne has shown 

a callous and shocking arrogance. Also, why has the Lombard-North study 
of the environmental effects of the Kananaskis Highway not been made 
public? Is it simply because this study would be embarassing to current 
government policy? 

In connection with the above statements on the Kananaskis area, 
I must also object to the proposed campground adjacent to the Forestry 
Trunk Road in the area of the Highwood Summit. 

I endorse the Alberta Wilderness Association in their attempts 
to establish Wilderness Recreation Areas with no access to motorized 
vehicles. Which specific areas should be thus set aside I will leave to 
be debated by more qualified speakers. 

I would here liketo propose stringent licensing and noise 
regulations regarding snowmobiles. The damage which they do both by 
trampling down the snow and by disturbing animals during their most 
vulnerable time of the year is hard to evaluate. However, I believe 
that the damage is significant and the use of these vehicles should be 


strictly regulated. 
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Unfortunately, conservation and industrial and commercial 
development and recreation often seem to be diametrically opposed. I 
understand that the resource development companies have taken to emphas- 
izing conservation and land reclamation in their proposals. This is 
good. It is about time. We must remember that resource development 
depends upon the location of the resource, not upon where the development 
would be least offensive to eye and ear. However, this is no reason to 
let resource development run rampant wherever they please as they have in 
the past. 

Due to the multiple demands being put upon land in the foothills 
it is necessary that long-range plans be formulated. These plans must 
balance the various alternatives and select the most desirable both for 
present and future needs. Industrial and commerical developments must 
be strictly controlled and supervised. Remember that land once developed 
for commereial or industrial use cannot be returned to a true natural 
state; whereas land preserved in a natural state can be developed as 
social and economic pressures create a necessity. However, this can 
all only be done through a process of long-range planning with continuous 
appraisal and feedback. 

In summary, the points I have tried to make are: 

1. Plans made now concerning the foothills of Alberta will affect not 
only us but our children and grandchildren. Let us leave them something 
which is worth inheriting. 

2. I question the sincerity of the government of Alberta in holding these 


hearings when they will not permit civil servants to make public any 
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information which is contrary to government policy. Again I mention that 
this is contrary to the Alberta Bill of Rights. 

3. Some of the Environment Conservation Authority Information Bulletins 
contain incomplete, incorrect or biased information. Others, such as 
Bulletin No. 12 by the Science Advisory Ad Hoc Committee fulfill their 
stated purpose quite well. 

4. The development of the Kananaskis Highway must be stopped. Upgrading 
of the present road is a good idea. I am in favor of this. But to push 
a 70 m.p.h. highway through with such little regard for vegetation, animals, 
and topography and contrary to public opinion is unthinkable. 

5. The Lombard-North study on the environmental impact of the Kananaskis 
Highway should be made public. 

6. The proposed campground in the area of Highwood Summit should not be 


built. 


7. Wilderness areas must be set aside to be passed on relatively undisturbed 


to future generations. 

8. Stringent licensing and especially noise regulations regarding snow-— 
mobiles must be passed and enforced. 

9. A general long-range plan for the eastern slopes must be formulated 
with specific plans covering smaller areas fit into this overall concept. 
These plans must include continuous appraisal and feedback. 

10. Management decisions must not be made without adequate scientific 


information on the probable environment consequences. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: Ms. Beverly Boutin. 


Box 1154, 
The Environment Conservation Authority Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta. 
9912 - 107 Street June 8, 1973 
Edmonton 
Dear Sirs: 


As a Snowmobiler, and a very conscientious one, I feel that 
present plans to eliminate power machines from a large area of crown 
land, is an unjust means of pacifying the public at large for the many 
blunders that government has made in carelessly allowing uncontrolled 
exploration and exploitation of our province. I feel that we, the snow- 


mobilers of the province are being led like the proverbial lamb to slaughter 


and are being held up as one of the prime causes of the degeneration of 
the ecology. 

I definitely feel that steps must be taken, and taken immediately 
to preserve at least a portion of what is left of our once beautiful 
province. So stop the endless destruction in our forest reserves - one 
bulldozer in one day can create more destruction than all the snowmobiles 
in the province in a year, I'm sure. 

All people should have an equal opportunity to enjoy the crown 
lands: I say keep them open for multi-recreational purposes. 


AS Banter 


(Ms.) Beverly Boutin 
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Doug Mikasko 
#12, 8805 - 111 Street 
EDMONTON, Alberta 


June 15, 1973 


Environment Conservation Authority 
9912 - 107 Street 
EDMONTON, Alberta 


Dear Sir: 


We are writing this letter on behalf of an Outdoor Education 
class (Physical Education 389) who have just completed an eleven 
day backpacking and canoe trip in the North Saskatchewan River 
watershed area. 


We hope that this letter will come to the attention of the 
debating parties at the hearings that are taking place at this 
time. 


Our class was made up of a variety of people; some who were 
well trained in the outdoors, and some who had done very little 
camping before. There were 5 instructors and twenty-five students. 


The undersigned feel that the Eastern Slopes of the Canadian 
Rockies should be left in as natural a state as possible. Even 
now, Our group came across areas of the wilderness that were strewn 
with man-made debris. If development of this area is allowed to 
commercialize further, it will become like the rivers and land 
surrounding most other commercial resorts in Alberta: POLLUTED. 


We feel that a person can gain real benefits from a trip 
into the wilderness in order to let him relax and slow down from 
the quick pace of city living. It is on these grounds that we 
submit to ae this aes 
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GENERAL SURGERY 


414 - PALLISER SQUARE WEST 
131-9 AVE. S.W. 


Typed copy of a letter to the Environment Conservation CALGARY 2, ALBERTA 
Authority from: Gerald W. Hankins 


June 29, 1973 


Environment Conservation Authority, 
9912 - 107 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Dear Sirs: 


On the evening of June 20, 1973 it was my intention to appear 
at the Jubilee Auditorium in Calgary to speak to your members in support 
of the proposals for the Canadian Youth Hostels Association. I was ad- 
vised to appear at nine p.m. but found that everyone had gone an hour 
beforehand. I am therefore writing this letter to you. 


I have been associated with the Canadian Youth Hostels since 
1938, although in a limited capacity in the last few years. I have been 
a great admirer of Hostelling right from the beginning. I found that 
Hostelling provided for me the opportunities to become acquainted with 
some of the beauties of our natural heritage, that I never would have 
had the opportunity to learn about otherwise. The persons who introduced 
hostelling to me were two Calgary school teachers who founded the first 
Youth Hostel in North America at Bragg Creek, Alberta in 1933. These 
two now elderly sisters were named the 1973 Citizens of the Year in 
Calgary. In my opinion, the Youth Hostels have provided for young 
people the facilities to enable them to enjoy exploring their own coun- 
try at a minimal cost. The hostels have always been well supervised, 
for the most part and the hostelling idea has taught self-reliance and 
independence to many young people. 


I have read of the elaborate plans which have been drawn up 
by the C.Y.H.A. to develop 31 Youth Hostels on the eastern slopes of 
Alberta. I am impressed by the careful studies that have been made and 
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by the well-conceived plans. I admire the vision and the foresight that 
C.Y.H.A. has shown in the drawing up of these proposals. The recreation- 
al needs of our young people are assuming increasingly high priority and 
will do even more so in the future and therefore I would consider that 
the proposals that the C.Y.H.A. has drawn up for the eastern slopes of 
the Rockies deserves serious consideration. I can say this as one who 
has seen over a period of many years the lives of great numbers of young 
people that have been enriched by the hostelling experience. 


Yours truly, 


GWH: ps Ae oe 


CuGe Gry ena 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: R.H. Johnston, C.A. 


800 Bank of Montreal Building, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

The Environment Conservation June 18, 1973. 
Authority, 

9912 - 107 Street, 

Edmonton, Alberta. 


Dear Sirs: 


Re: Development Proposals for the Eastern Slope 
Region submitted by the Alberta Youth Hostels 
Council and/or the Canadian Youth Hostels 
Association 


I urge the Environment Conservation Authority to fully con- 
Sider and accept the proposals submitted by the Alberta Youth Hostels 
Council, in which they propose to expand the number and geographical 
coverage of hostels in the Eastern Slopes Region. 


The activities of this association in Alberta are most com- 
mendable in that: 
a) they have provided supervised, low-cost facilities for 


recreational and educational use in various Alberta 
locations for many years. 


b) these hostel facilities are made available to groups 
and individuals outside of their regular membership. 


c) a major emphasis in youth hostelling is one of the enjoy- 
ment and proper use of our natural heritage. 
For these same reasons, I feel that the proposed expansion of 
their hostelling facilities will be of benefit to Albertans at large, 


and should be both supported and encouraged. 
Yours truly, >) 


eae 
R. n. Johabeok, a. ah 
= 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: J.C. Hamilton 


10758 - 84 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 
July 1, 1973 


Dear Sir: 


I am writing in support of the proposed chain of eastern slopes 
hostels as well as the allocation of land in various locations. 


To be frank, I am not an avid supporter of all Youth Hostel 
initiatives. But, as a school teacher involved in outdoor education, 
a father with children who love our countryside, this particular pro- 
posal is very worthwhile. It is of the utmost importance that people 
who care for our countryside be encouraged to associate together for 
this purpose. Placing hostels on the eastern slopes means locating 
concerned people “in the field". The implications are clear enough! 


One final point. It is the function of government to foster 
and support the legitimate aspirations of concerned citizens. The 
implication is clear enough: 


Yours meen Vet umdte | 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: D.J. Malcolm. 


Environment Conservation Board me 

9912 107th Street, 819 - 4th Avenue, S.W., 
Edmonton, Alberta, Calgary, Alberta. 

TSK 165. T2P OKS. 

Dear Sirs: 


I wish firstly to confess my vested interests and resulting pre- 
judice; I am an avid hiker, mountaineer and cross-country skier and I 
love unspoiled hillsides and peaceful trails. Within this restriction, 
however, I try to view objectively the various futures offered to the 
Eastern Slopes area of Alberta. 

Land is required for surface mining, timber extraction, cattle 
grazing, commercial holiday and recreation centres, wilderness travel 
on foot, hunting, and game reserves. It would be unwise to ignore any 
one of these activities completely and I would recommend that a zoning 
system be attempted, delicate though a structure may be, and that it be 
implemented as soon as possible. The recent public hearings are pre- 
sumably an opportunity for the residents of Alberta to influence the 
distribution of these zones and this I will now attempt to do. 

Not only do the majority of Albertans now live in urban sur- 
roundings, but in common with other Canadians they register low in com- 
parison with other industrial countries in physical fitness. Both of 
these imbalances may be corrected by encouraging people of all ages to 
share mountain and rural foot trails in both summer and winter; such 
has been the tradition in Scandinavian countries, for example, where 
mental as well as physical health are remarkably high. The Rocky 
Mountain National Parks do much to fulfil the need for wilderness rec- 
reation but the pressure of numbers suggests that restrictions on back 
country travel will have to be imposed, as in the National Parks of the 
United States. The Eastern Slopes areas bordering the Continental 
Divide should not therefore be regarded merely as regions in which to 
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develop facilities not permitted within National Parks, but as an over- 
flow area for the back country traveller. 

Many of these people, and their potential followers, are young 
and cannot afford expensive accommodations. This is one reason for 
supporting the establishment of hostels, such as those proposed by the 
Canadian Youth Hostels Association, at intervals along the present 
forestry trunk road. The Board is, I am sure, better informed than 
some sectors of the population, and do not regard all hostels as havens 
for drug-hungry "hippies". The majority of users are supervised school 
groups for whom an introduction to the countryside is an uncommon educa- 
tional opportunity. Other users include many foreign students who part- 
ly balance the large numbers of young Canadians who make use of European 
Youth Hostels each summer. 

I urge you, gentlemen, to give serious consideration not only 
to the brief presented by Gordon Rathbone on behalf of the Canadian 
Youth Hostels Association, but to the zoning of the surrounding areas 


for wilderness recreation. 


D. J. Malcolm. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation 
Authority from: Miss Eleanor McMurtry. 


8 - Lorne Place, 
Calgary, Alberta. T3E 5P6 


June 28, 1973. 


Environment Conservation Authority, 
9912 - 107 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta. T5K 1G5 


Dear Sirs: 


As one who loves nature and learned about it first-hand, I am 
writing to beg you to do what you can to discourage the devastation 
of a beautiful part of our province, the eastern slopes of our Rocky 
Mountains. 


Mine was a pioneer family in a foothill valley far west of 
Olds. There I saw how settlers developed the land which gave them 
their livelihood. Roads and bridges had to be built, land cleared 
and cultivated. Progress in this was, of necessity, gradual; roads 
were not made for noisy, rapid transit. Nature was less disturbed 
than modern huge machines render it. 


As I understand it, what is proposed for this mountain area, 
is development to enable city residents to escape from the rat-race 
they are in. Not all, only the more opulent, can afford this luxury. 


From my observations, over many years, these are the very 
individuals who will have the least regard for what is around them. 
They will want to get away from the city for a time, but they want 
to have much of the city wherever they go -- hence the "developers" 


whose aim 1S commercial. 
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Development is necessary. The greatest need for it right now 
is the development of a wholesome regard for our natural heritage, so 
that people will know enough what to leave as it is. 


It is heartening to realize the concern of our young people, 
a reasonable concern, as they will inherit what is left. As a school- 
girl, Shelly Robb asked, "Will what we're left with be worth it?" 


Results of much teaching by dedicated persons, in schools and 
in Guide companies and Scout troups, in naturalists' clubs, is begin- 
ning to be manifest. 


The Canadian Youth Hostels Association, which had its origin 
in 1930 in our foothill country (not to be confused with the recently 
formed drug-rehabilitation centres which have taken, unfortunately, 
the name Youth Hostels) has done a great deal to lead young people, 
as they hiked along our trails, to appreciate the countryside. 


Should these "developments" take place, much of the charm of 
the area will be lost for those who truly sense it. 


How much of nature's grandeur and its remarkable daintiness 
will be noticed by the driver at seventy miles per hour on the Kana- 
naskis road? If he has regard for safety, he'll see just a road; he 
might as well drive on a prairie road. 


I am taking it for granted that the members of the Environment 
Conservation Authority do value the beauty of this area, so magnificent, 
yet so delicate in many ways, and that you are conscious of the non- 
replaceable quality of this beauty. As it has been expressed, "We 
can't put the trees back". It is to be hoped that a long-range view 
will be taken in this regard. 


Thank you for reading my long letter. I hope it will be of 
some use. 
wy 


LOU Ss RS Treaty, 


ee, 


ie Ay \ 4 S A @. 
/ ; ko 4 f ? & 4 
S NV (Ssf Kite aot pes WZ; (ee vee 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: Mr. and Mrs. Moody. 


Ponoka, Alberta 
May 7, 1973 


Dear Sir: 


I attended a meeting of the Fish and Game of Ponoka, concern- 
ing the Environment Conservation of Alberta with Mr. Kure in attendance. 
I enjoyed his program very much and am in agreement with him 100% in 
preserving our green areas such as the foothills and mountains. There 
should be a restriction on cattle running at large in these areas as 
they not only pollute the water but they eat up the vegetation leaving 
nothing for our wild game for winter food. Then the ranchers complain 
when the elk come down and eat at their haystacks. We don't need any 
more parks but leave this in its natural state, except for a few camp- 
sites, with no lease options whatsoever. Note also that the beaver 
should be protected in these areas so as all Albertans would enjoy better 
fishing. 


I am an ardent sportsman myself and I don't like to see it 
destroyed, especially the Clearwater region including the prairie creek 
and Nordegg areas. Hoping this will meet with some satisfaction of our 
environment. 


(EBr 
once» tod 


27 He 
MN fem bits Pinta bal 
SE as _leaae<calan 


1804 


Sy USB VM eSeS.s 1eOr Nn 


Presented By 


J.H. Chesney 
ACES BE Re A oe NO Sear e Meee Sra Coie AveN eB auc 
MoT N ES 8 = POST eS ee Reem Oe Uae et megs 


on Behalf of its Members 


to the 


P UB Pia Ic it EyeAg Real Ni iGinS 


Conducted By The 


ESN VPP IS Ree Oe NR SES Nig) CRORNES VES Rea VPAm Teele ON APU Pal HPROR TK el ch, cy 


on 


LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


1805 


The Alberta - Northwest Chamber, Mines - Oils - 
Resources iS an association of business and professional people 
interested in the resource devetopment of Alberta, the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories. This association received its Charter in 


1936 and has been active since that time. 


The background papers, so ably prepared, documented 
and presented, concerning Land Use and Resource Development in 
the Eastern Slopes have been reviewed. These papers indicate 
very clearly the major asset this area is to the province of 
Alberta and the necessity for a full assessment of land use 
priorities in order to get maximum return. The papers also 
describe very capably the varied resource potential and land use 
programs which could be allocated to develop the eastern slopes. 
Certainly there is sufficient land area to accommodate all demands; 
what remains is the assignment of priorities to achieve maximum 


returns. 


The eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies were developed 
principally by the coal exploration and producing companies. In 
the early formative years of our province, coal supplied the basic 
secongnic unit which supported railroad development, workers' 
communities and ancillary business developments throughout the 
eastern foothills. These communities produced a proud, hard- 
working citizen who was a great asset to the early growth of our 
province. Many of these communities have left their mark on the 


history of Alberta. The demand for coal as an energy source 
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declined after the war years and in the mid-fifties many of 
these mines were forced to cease operating, resulting in the 


demise of these communities as major commercial centers. 


The demand for coal declined with the discovery of 
oi] in Alberta, originating with the Leduc field. This find 
sparked intense exploration activity culminating in Alberta 
becoming the primary source of oil and gas for the Canadian 
market. Here again this non-renewable resource spawned many 
new communities in our province and has provided the growth and 
economic impetus which places Alberta in the enviable economic 
position which is evident to us all today. These non-renewable 
resources have provided a substantial economic base for our 
citizens in the past and should be able to provide the same 


economic base for our future citizens. 


Energy supply is necessary for the industrial, 
manufacturing and heating requirements of the North American 
population. Consumption is occuring at an accelerated pace, 
outstripping new discoveries. It becomes quite evident that all 
known and potential energy sources will, through time, necessarily 
be recovered to maintain the standard of living to which we in 
the Western world have become accustomed. The question that 
arises is the degree of development and exploitation in a certain 
location for a certain period of time that will be acceptable to 
all concerned. This question can and will be decided by the 


administrators of the province. The establishment of a controlled 


exploitation acreage may be necessary for certain time periods, 
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permitting rehabilitation recovery time for those acreages 


disturbed through resource development. 


Past experience and performance by the resource 
developers would have some people believe that the winning of 
these resources will leave a permanent scar on our landscape. 
This is not so. Admittedly, insufficient attention has been 
paid in the past to maintaining or replacing disturbed terrain; 
rehabilitation and control of the environment has not been 
practiced to a degree acceptable for today's standards but any 


realistic standards can be met for a price. 


This rehabilitation program will cost money, so that 
the energy we consume in the future will necessarily be priced 
to pay for the additional expense of returning the environment 
to an acceptable state. As a point of interest, the Canadian 
Mining Association has estimated that Canadian mines are 
budgeting $100 Million annually for pollution and environmental 
control, while the oil and gas industry is spending a comparable 


amount. They are very cognizant of the need for this cause. 


Coal reserves and oil and gas reserves in Alberta are 
documented in statistics published. All such resources, being 
generally found at depth, have still not been completely 
delineated and therefore priorities for land use allotments 


should not be awarded without accepting this premise. 
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Coal deposits can be explored and delineated with less 
difficulty than oil or gas reserves. Many knowledgeable exploration 
geologists expect our eastern slopes will provide greater volume 
than presently estimated. These reserves may not be economic at 
present-day prices but could be viable in later years; therefore 
this potential should be realized when land use priorities are 
studied. The total land acreage which has resource potential is 
minimal when compared to the total acreage under consideration 


and will return a greater economic value. 


In summary, we contend that our energy supply is limited 
and therefore all available economic reserves will be necessary 
to sustain our present mode of life. All realistic pollution and 
rehabilitation standards can and will be met by the developers. 
Such control, if necessary, will be exerted by government 
administrators. Energy supply is a non-renewable resource; 
therefore the areas exploited will, through time, be rehabilitated 


and available for other land use priorities: 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 
Typed copy of a letter from: Ms. W. J. Nicols, Edmonton, Alberta. 


14611 - 95A Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alta., 
June 13, 1973. 


The Environment Conservation Authority, 
9912 - 107 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Dear Sirs: 


The enclosed letter well expresses a factor which should be 
considered in any plans to open the eastern slopes of the Rockies to 
tourists; namely, that there are two types of camper. 


One type wants to speed along a paved road with no very clear 
idea of why he left the city except, perhaps, for a vague thought that 
he is getting away from it all or because he has been conned into buying 
a camper or a trailer. When he comes to rest, he wants to have all the 
conveniences of the city around him. The wealthy settle into Juxurious 
resort hotels, the less affluent or slightly more adventurous want to 
huddle together near their trailers making the air hideous with the 
noise of their portable television sets and transistor radios. The 
younger members of this group will go roaring off, terrifying all wild- 
life in the area with their snowmobiles, motorcycles, power boats, dune 
buggies and all-terrain vehicles. 


The other type of camper has a much clearer idea of why he has 
left the city. He desires solitude, quiet and an atmosphere of peace in 
which to enjoy the beauties of nature. Such simple pleasures can in no 
way harm the environment. In order to enjoy these privileges, he is 
willing to drive on poor roads and to avoid luxurious campgrounds because 
they are a negation of all he desires. 


I would like to suggest: 


1. That the Forestry area of the eastern slope of the Rockies be 
set aside for the latter type of tourist, except in already semi-civilized 
parts such as along the David Thompson Highway. 
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2. That the Forestry Trunk Road and its side roads should not be 
paved or improved. There are already many wide good gravel roads in the 
area, presumably put in for the convenience of the gas plants and oil ex- 
ploration companies, where interested tourists could travel and along 
which simple campsites could be set up. 


3. All snowmobiles, power boats, dune buggies, motorcycles and 
all-terrain vehicles should be banned from the forestry area. 


4, Hunting in the area should be forbidden or strictly controlled. 


5. If space in campsites throughout Alberta becomes at a premium 
reservations should be made ahead of time, as one would at a motel to 
avoid overcrowding. 


I can appreciate the fact that the tourist industry is finan- 
cially important to Alberta. My contention is that it would be criminal 
to exploit the forestry area and ruin it for generations to come for 
people who essentially have no love or respect for the wilderness but 
who would be just as happy in their own backyards, staying in any 
typical resort area or even at events such as Klondike Days or the Cal- 
gary Stampede if it meant suffering the slightest discomfort or incon- 
venience. Surely, a beautiful wilderness area should not be sacrificed 
for people with such a superficial interest in or appreciation of it. 


ag rw ese gta rg ae ib) 


Mary Nichols 
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APPENDIX 
Typed copy of a letter taken from the Edmonton Journal 


I am puzzled and often disturbed by the weekend behavior of 
many Albertans who apparently leave their homes in towns and cities in 
search of "recreation" in the country. One sees them being disgorged 
onto the highways of a Friday evening, no longer content with tent or 
even camper, but encumbered with a wide variety of impediments in the 
form of motorcycles, dune buggies, totegoats, or any or a variety of 
"all-terrain vehicles." 


I spend considerable time in the forest reserve along the foot- 
hills, an area of every-increasing popularity for weekend visitors from 
major population centres in Alberta. There seem to be two distinct 
groups of people that come as weekend visitors to this area. One group 
includes those who have a sincere desire for a peaceful weekend sur- 
rounded by the unspoiled beauties of this loveliest part of our province. 
They come to "rough it" in a tent or to relax in the luxury of ‘their 
camper, enjoying hikes into the surrounding countryside. 


Unhappily, the other group is a sorry lot. They seem to be 
people who have been hoodwinked into buying a staggering variety of 
motorized contraptions under the impression that these machines will give 
their owners instant recreation. Since the publicity invariably shows 
these machines in a wild country setting, their owners believe they 
must travel into such country to exercise their rights to the thrills 
these polluting vehicles supposedly offer in such situations. 


Thus it is that one encounters a Jeep Club from Calgary, out 
for a weekend in the country, destroying the quiet of a campground by 
roaring around it without thought for other campers, roads or vegetation. 
The main object of their escapade seemed to be to demonstrate the ver- 
satility of their vehicles as they played follow-the-leader in pushing 
down young trees, criss-crossing a river, and climbing steep banks -- 
all punctuated with the liberal dissemination of bottles and other gar- 
bage. 
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Then there are the motorcyclists - "little boys" seemingly in 
need of boosting their own egos by making the air hideous with the noise, 
fumes, and dust from their machines. They seem to delight in using 
these vehicles around campgrounds or along footpaths, presumably to be 
sure they are noticed and thus inflate egos that, without the motor- 
cycles, are empty. And in a perpetual search for attention, they pro- 
ceed to defy signs such as Please Protect the Trees by throwing axes at 
tortured trees which, with their imminent death, will no longer give 
campers shelter from the elements. 


These are but two sad examples of what seems to be an escalat- 
ing trend in irresponsible behavior of a certain segment of our citi- 


zenry. 


If such people can only get their "recreation" from riding 
astride, inside, or atop reverberating machines, then we ought to have 
such places set aside specifically for them. They must not be allowed 
- to invade and make hideous every campground in the Forest Reserve. 


As for those who insist in defying the regulations, I can 
see naught but a stricter system of policing and fines. 


D. A. Boag 
120th Street 
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BRIEF TO 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HEARINGS 
ON 
LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 


Cecil R. Chandless 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta 
26 June 1973 
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On reading Information Bulletins Number 1 to 7, I do not 
think enough thought has been given to the long term impact of these 
proposals. 


I object to, in Bulletin No. 4, Page 14, items 1, 2 and 3, on 
page 16, item 9 as in no way should private interest be allowed to have 
Crown land on this scale and it has not been proved that there is a real 
need now or in the future for such developments. And if the threatened 
fuel shortage comes they would be too far from towns to be of use. 


Also on page 16, item 9 is not in keeping with the area, more 
of a development for near a town. 


On page 15, I think Youth Hostels are required but not the one 
on the Kootenay Plains, it is taking too much land and the activities 
planned for it are provided for by many other organizations and really 
are not in the scope of the Y.H.A. 


I do not agree with the proposed park between the North Sas- 
katchewan and the Clearwater but think there would be a place for several, 
each no bigger than eight square miles at such places as Seven and Forty 
Mile Flats, Elk Creek and at Prairie Creek Ranger Station. 


I would like to propose that an area in BG Zone 5, say between 
the North Saskatchewan and the Brazeau River, be made into a primitive 
hunting area. Bows and muzzle loading rifle only. 


This would be more control than Zone 8 for bow hunters from the 
northern half of the province, and like bow hunters the muzzle loaders do 
not make a great inroad on the game. 


But I hope that the Government will give long and careful 
thought before allowing any kind of development or restrictions in the 
area. 


Grazing leases should be stopped, it is a most inefficient form 
of farming. We need intensive farming now. 
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Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: Mr. Cecil R. Chandless. 


Box 621, 
Rocky Mountain House. 
Environment Conservation Authority. 


Dear Sirs: 

Regarding the land use and development of the mountains and 
foothills of Alberta I feel that: 

Under no circumstance should any private or commercial develop- 
ment be allowed. 

All campgrounds etc. should be run by the Department of Lands 
and Forests, as this area is Crown Lard the control of all developments 
and facilities be kept under the control of the people of Alberta and 
not for the profit of a few individuals. 

That the area will take only a little development before the 
environment receives damage which it will be impossible to repair. 

One can already observe the signs of overuse and the only way 
to stop this getting worse is to stop development otherwise it will be 
a case of placing serious restrictions on people using the area. 

Campground development should be kept to established campgrounds. 

But I should like to see as in Sweden on. large highways like 
No. 11 west every five miles a pullin with a trash can and every ten or 
fifteen miles a short, 200 yards, loop road with trash cans and a few 
picnic tables. 

One last point: I hope that this will not be the last hearing as 
the future of this country is too important to be covered so easily and 


in so short a time. or ae 
Ge R rahe 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a letter from: Mrs. Laura Castleman, Co-ordinator, 
Great West Vacations Association. 


Great West Vacations Association, 
Box 185, 
Bentley, Alberta. 
TOC OJO. 
Phone 748-2118 
D. S. Lawson, Director of Lands, 
Room 532, 
Natural Resources Building, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 
Dear Mr. Lawson: 


RE: Resource Development of Eastern Slopes. 


As Co-ordinator of Great West Vacations Association, I would 
like to bring a relatively new area of recreational opportunities to 
your attention, that of Farm Vacationing. 


A Farm Vacation is a holiday on a farm for paying guests. 
Guests may participate in farm activities or merely observe. The ac- 
commodation offered is varied; there are three basic types: room and 
board within the farm home; housekeeping units; and camping areas. 


Great West Vacations Association is an organization set up for 
the purpose of promoting farm and ranch vacations in Alberta and to as- 
sist in the cooperative advertising of available accommodation. A cen- 
tral registry is maintained for the purpose of registering suitable 
accommodation. 


Membership in the Association is open to all farmers and ranchers 
with suitable accommodation. Membership is obtained by application. 


Referring to No. 3 on the Information Bulletin distributed, RE: 
public hearings on land use and resource development in the Eastern 
Slopes by the Environment Conservation Authority, Alberta, information 
was requested on private interests designed to promote recreation and 
tourism within the area. 


There are some farm vacation enterprises within this area, 
therefore we felt that as the Association representing the Farm Vacation 
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industry in Alberta, we would like to leave this information with you. 
Please feel free to contact us at any time. 
Yours truly, 


Mrs. Laura Castleman, Co-ordinator 
Great West Vacations Association 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: Murray A. Tozer, G. R. Tozer, and Mrs. Ray Tozer. 


Per O box 141. 

Red Deer, Alberta T4N 5E7. 
Environment Conservation Authority, 
9912-107 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Dear Sirs, 


I am writing in regard to the proposed park in the Clearwater 
River area. This is the park that Mr. Slim Davis of Red Deer is trying 
to form. I would like to say at this time that I am very much in favor 
of this area becoming a park. The long-term income from this park 
would be much greater than any short-term income from any industry that 
would use and destroy the area. The wilderness does not just belong 
to wild animals, and not just to us, but also to the children of tomor- 
row. What good will it be to them if we plunder it all today. Please 
do not allow a few corporations to buy tomorrow for a dollar. 


This park would be a marvelous place for picnickers and campers. 
It would also be very good for people to film animals, scenery, and 
wild flowers. For many people this park would be a retreat from the 
rat race of big city living. 


We would like to put our names on this letter in support of 


this park. Thank you. 
IE CC ZL 


Murray A. Tozer 


Spon 


G.R. Tozer 


Gg ge Se 
Jo. /° Pp hibed ae 


Mrs. Ray Tozer 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: Keith J. Ruttle. 


Cadomin, Alberta, 
June 8, 1973 


Dear Sirs: 


I have been asked to prepare a brief for the Environmental 
Control Board. The following is an outline of my proposal for a trail 
riding business from Cadomin to surrounding areas and Miette Hot Springs 
in Jasper National Park in the Athabasca River Basin. 


At present, I own and operate the pony barns at Miette Hot 
Springs. In the following year or two, I would like to expand this busi- 
ness for overnight pack trips to Cadomin and vice versa. I would also 
like to offer hourly and day rides around the Cadomin area. 


For this I would need to set up facilities in the Cadomin area 
for tourists. I would need a lease for 160 acres, preferably the White- 
horse Creek area behind the provincial campsite. In the area we could 
set up proper facilities for the horses that would be needed to run this 
type of business. 


Keith J. Ruttle, 
Cadomin, Alberta. 
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LAND: USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: Don H. Gee. 


Environment Conservation Authority, Lacombe, Alberta. 
9912 - 107 St., March 27, 1973 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Dear Sirs: 


I give much credit to those who are trying to establish a wild- 
life park in the Clearwater Forest Reserve area out west of Innisfail, 
Alberta. I have not been out in this area myself yet, but from all what 
I hear, I think it is a splendid idea. 


To protect the wildlife on our eastern slopes of the Rockies 
at this time will save them tremendously from getting extinct as the 
high price of meat will drive hunters out in this area by the droves, 
starting the next hunting season. 


Also there are many points of interest out this way, the Koote- 
nay Plains, Ram River Falls, the new Dam as well as beautiful scenery 
and of course, a Park of this nature to add to it all. 


Not to mention the fishing is a boost fer tourists. 


May I say that I think the Park, if established, should be 
large enough to do what it is supposed to do, to protect the wildlife 
which cannot be done if the park isn't large enough. 


Thank you. 


Don. H. Gee 
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Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 


from: N. Neelands 


5116 - 58 Street, 


‘Environment Conservation Authority Red Deer, Alberta T4N 368 


Dear Sir or Madam: 


I am very concerned about the making of the Clearwater River 
area into a park (as proposed by Slim Davis). I feel there is a des- 
perate need to make any wild areas possible into a park. 


If the only way to ensure there is some land, in future for 
the use of all life including man, is to restrict it to park use, I am 
100% for it. We must face the fact that man is a part of nature, just 
as the whales, rabbits and worms, and the only way to survive as a 
species is to live and let live. We have been too long at war with 
nature, we must be done with ravaging her for the almighty doliar and 
learn to live with her. I ama mother and I must do all I possibly can 
to help save the world for our children and our grandchildren. 


If making this area and other like it into a park means low- 
ering our standard of living, I will gladly do it so that our children 
will at least be able to live, 


Please give the future a chance. 


ITE aes 


ve 


N. Neelands 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter from: Joe Mannix. 


Sylvan Lake, Alberta 
April 24, 1973 


Environment Conservation 


Dear Sirs: 


I was listening to Elmer Kure speak at our Fish and 
Game Association here, also being interviewed on T.V. re- 


garding the Green Slopes. 


I would like to see restricted hunting along highways. 
in these areas, for two miles maybe. For example, from Clear- 
water to Ram River Falls: also, on number 11, west of Rocky 


Mountain House. 


People could camp along these areas, and it would 
give the game a chance to come back and be seen. 


Yours truly, 


Qee Mecreriy 


Joe Mannix. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter from: B. R. Titcomb, P. Eng. 


12439 - 52 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Environment Conservation Authority, 21 June 1973 


9912 = 107 St... 
Edmonton. 


Re: Hostels Proposals in the Eastern Slopes 
Gentlemen: 


The recommendations for additional hostels as put forward by 
the Canadian Youth Hostels Association deserve your serious considera- 
tion. The present hostels in the National Parks are used by a wide 
cross section of our population. They are definitely not a heaven for 
bums and hippies as visualized by many groups. 


My family became members of the Association last January. 
During the winter we stayed overnight about twelve times in various 
hostels. During these overnight stays we met a number of interesting 
people - teachers, university professors, doctors, nurses, students, etc. 


Hostellers must share a number of common facilities. Conse- 
quently they soon lose the reserve which so many people frequently 
hide behind. It is a genuine experience in group living - something 
which is often lacking in large cities. 


Consequently, I would like to see the additional hostels con- 
structed as recommended by the Youth Hostels Association. They would 
serve a genuine purpose by providing an opportunity for a varied segment 
of people to enjoy the natural beauty of our mountain areas, Most 
hostellers are keen conservationists and consequently are not apt to 
damage the areas in which new hostels are built. 


Bg Iso Witeeelis We lente. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a letter from: Bev Boutin, Secretary Treasurer, Snow Angels. 


Box 1154, 
Fort Saskatchewan, 
Alberta. 


Dear Sirs: 


It is the express wish of the members of the Snow 
Angels, Fort Saskatchewan and District snowmobile club that 
all crown lands be made available for multi-recreational 
purposes. 


ee 
7) AA 


Ce 


Bev Boutin 

Secretary Treasurer 

Snow Angels, 

Box 1154, 

Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Submitted by: H. McCabe 


Rocky Mountain House, Alberta 
June 25, 1973. 


Ground Rules for Land Use in the Saskatchewan River Basin and Clear- 
water Forest Reserve as I see it. 


Free Public Access anywhere including 0i1 Roads. 

No Gas or Sulphur Plants. 

No Water Pollution or silting of Streams and Lakes. 

No Beaver trapping. You cannot have fishing without water. 

Hunting and Fishing permitted anywhere. 

No strip mining for coal. Underground mining is harmless. Nordegg 


nA OP WP — 
at) a, Me el ehon dale” ne 


is proof of that. 

7. A.T.V. and Horse travel permitted anywhere, except during Big Game 
Hunting Season, at which time A.T.V's would only be allowed to bring 
out bagged carcasses. 

8. Timber Harvest to be handled as it is today. It seems to be effi- 
cient. 

9. More smaller Camping areas. Ram Falls is too large and will create 
a pollution problem. 

10. Except for existing obligations, no further free enterprise Camp 
Grounds be allowed for at least five years. 

11. Fish planting in Lakes and Streams be greatly increased. 

12. Present Wilderness Act be scrapped. It never was what we asked for 
at the last Hearings. 

13. Grazing Leases be carefully watched to insure winter pasture for 
Big Game. 

14. Fees on non-resident Big Game Hunters be doubled. 

15. No Pulp Mills. 

16. Our Indian population should not be allowed to draw Public Assis- 
tance and kill Game at any time of year. 


: H. McCabe 
SY re Coke, Box 219 


Rocky Mountain House, Alta. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a written letter to the Environment Conservation Authority 
from: R.L. Brown. 


Box 158, 
Conservation Authority, Sylvan Lake, Alberta 
9912 - 107 Street, April 4, 1973 
Edmonton. 
Dear Sirs: 


In regard to hearings to be held in the near future regarding 
land use and conservation of the eastern slopes of the Rockies, I'm 
glad to hear that there is to be some action taken. 


My personal opinion is that there has already been too much 
destruction of the watershed of the whole area. Considering we will be 
needing more water instead of less, we cannot continue to fast drain 
huge areas of the Clearwater Forest area without a lowering of our rivers. 


Animals. I think we must have a safe area, quite large per- 
haps, with controlled hunting. I think the way the animals are being 
destroyed in many different ways means they will have to move someplace 
else or be greatly depleted in numbers. 


There should be planning for years ahead for a greater influx 
of people wanting to find quiet camping places so that elderly people 
as well as younger people will be able to enjoy the outdoors for years 
to come. 


Also animals can live with people as long as they are not 
constantly shot at by hunters. 


These are just a few of the things that have been bothering 
me. And if the greatest of all our resources, the watersheds and green 
areas, must be retained for the future and, as has been suggested, a pro- 
vincial park forthat Clearwater Saskatchewan River area, I hope wilt 


become a reality. » 


LE ee 


R.L. Brown 


1827 


BRIEF TO 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HEARINGS 
ON 
LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 


Elmer Greenwood 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta 
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Born in Calgary on the 16th day of February, 1896, I have had 
the opportunity to enjoy our Alberta wilderness along the Rockies from 


Canmore up to Jasper. 


To me the country west, such as Seven Mile Flats, Idlewilde 
and up the Cline, up along the Saskatchewan River, and Kootenay Plains 
is something money cannot buy. 


It is a place where a person can get away from the hustle 
and bustle, and really enjoy it all. And now we have Abraham Lake. 


The camp sites in Alberta are some of the best no matter where 


you travel. 
Let us try and preserve our wilderness area as much as possible. 


We nave Jasper to the northwest and Banff to the south if we 
want to go modern. 


Once we allow money to build motels, hostels and what have 
you, we would be losing that something that money can't buy back again. 


I have been raising cattle in the Rocky area for the past 
37 years and love it. 


I hope my grandchildren and yours can enjoy Alberta as I have. 
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ALBERTA MOTOR ASSOCIATION 


Submission to the 
PUBLIC HEARINGS ON LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
ON THE EASTERN SLOPES OF THE CANADIAN ROCKIES 
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ALBERTA MOTOR ASSOCIATION 
SUBMISSION TO THE 


PUBLIC HEARINGS ON LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
ON THE EASTERN SLOPES OF THE CANADIAN ROCKIES 


INTRODUCTION 
The Alberta Motor Association with a membership of over one 
quarter of a million Alberta motorists was constituted in 1926 as 
a non-profit organization. The purpose of the organization is to 
represent its membership in matters of traffic safety, highway travel, 
tourism, legislation, and generally all matters pertaining to motoring. 
Our interest in submitting this brief to the Public Hearings on 
Land Use and Resource Development in the Eastern Slopes of the Canadian 


Rockies centres around highway development and tourist facilities. 


ROAD DEVELOPMENT 

The Alberta Motor Association believes that some of the most beauti- 
ful countryside of Alberta rests along and in the Eastern slopes of the 
Rockies, In order that the public of Alberta and visiting tourists may 
best enjoy this beauty, access must be made available for motorists. 

In this regard, we particularly endorse the proposed construction 
and upgrading of the Kananaskis Highway which, upon completion, will 
link the Trans-Canada Highway with the Kananaskis Lakes area. This 
section of roadway has its beginning at Seebe, extends 30 miles south 
to the Kananaskis Lakes region and is, infact, amere upgrading of the 
existing forestry trunk road. It is our opinion that construction of 
this roadway. and the hichwayv itself after completion. will not in any 
way detract fromthe natural beauty or environmental qualities of the 
area, but will have the advantage of allowing free access into this 


seldom seen region, 
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TOURIST AND RECREATION FACILITIES 

The Alberta Motor Association favours the limited establishment 
of tourist accommodation, either public or commercial, and recreational 
facilities in all accessible areas of the Foothills and Eastern Slopes 
of the Rocky Mountains. With the great increase in leisure time now 
being experienced by Albertans, and the continued trend for the urban 
dweller seeking a change in his everyday environment, it is vitally 
necessary to provide easily accessible recreational facilities. 

With the increased interest in the use of the Foothills region 
and the Eastern Slopes of the Rockies as recreational areas, now is 
the time to properly plan for the future developments, which should 
be carefully selected, and limited to the extent necessary, for environ- 


mental protection, 


SUMMARY 

While the Alberta Motor Association goes on record as supporting 
the upgrading and completion of the Kananaskis Highway, and the develop- 
ment of limited tourist and recreational facilities in the Foothills 
and Eastern Slopes of the Rocky Mountains, the great need for environ- 
mental consideration is fully recognized. 

All facilities, whether they be roads, tourist accommodation, or 
recreational facilities must be very carefully planned, managed, and 
controlled in such a way that optimum use can be enjoyed without 


environmental penalty incurred. 
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A SUBMISSION 
BY THE 
TRAVEL INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF ALBERTA 
TO THE 
PUBLIC HEARINGS ON LAND USE AND 


RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT ON THE EASTERN SLOPES 


We welcome the opportunity to make a submission regarding land 
use and resource development on the Eastern Slopes, on behalf 
of the Travel Industry Association which is comprised of 4,000 
members operating in fourteen geographic tourist Zones in the 


Province. 


The Association is a non-profit body formed to co-ordinate the 
efforts of its members in the promotion of Alberta tourism and 


to encourage high industry standards in service to the public. 


Speaking in support of land use as a resource development on the 
eastern slopes, we believe that most citizens of Alberta and the 
responsible Government Departments have accepted the principle 

that expanded service facilities are necessary to meet the needs 


of the growing number of tourists and Albertans alike. 


The National Parks Policy seems to be that of limited expansion 
in the parks and I might add here that the accommodations are 


limited and in many cases non-existent. 
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The over-crowding and strain on the National Parks points out the 
need for development of the eastern slopes. The crux of the 

controversy is contained in the statements that the eastern slopes 
should be enjoyed and made use of and that this be done in such a 


way that they be left unimpaired for future generations. 


Enjoyment and use of the slopes for some of our citizens may mean 
hiking, climbing and camping in the more remote areas of the slopes 
or for others, it may mean a weekend of skiing, comfortable 


accommodation and the pleasure of clean air and majestic scenery. 


Need the various uses be incompatible? 


We suggest not, and we suggest that adequate steps have been taken 
by government to ensure that the various means of enjoying our 
eastern slopes or national parks can be pursued in such a way that 


their natural attractions will be preserved for future generations. 


Canada's growing work force must be provided with meaningful job 
opportunities and Canada's service industries present the most 
logical means of doing this. Tourism being the most labor intensive 
of our service industries can be expected to make a substantial 
contribution in this regard provided it is developed and promoted 


in a reasonable fashion, 


This type of development will provide year round benefits. The 
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traditional "peaks and valleys" of our seasonal visitor industry 
will be smoothed out, Facilities existing today that enjoy 
weekend support will be strengthened by the mid-week or off- 


season visitor. 


In light of the need for such a proposal it is both necessary and 
desirable that a well conceived and planned development be under- 
taken and in order that all people, promoters and conservationists 
are on the same wave-length - clear terms of reference or definitions 
must be spelled out for area classifications such as - special areas, 
wilderness areas, natural environment areas, general outdoor recrea- 
tion areas and intensive use areas. Selection of sites for develop- 
ment should be determined after studies including geographic, 
geological, climatolotical, wild life, plant life, soils, drainage, 


etc., have been made. 


The visitor or recreation industry are not the spoilers of beauty as 
compared to mines and mineral or oil development with their clearing 
and slashes that scar the natural beauty of the countryside. Mans 
intrusion on the environment by littering when hiking or camping 
throughout the countryside can be dealt with in two ways - either by 


education or by law. 


We don't want to destroy beauty - it is part of our stock in trade 
and certainly, from our point of view, any project which impaired or 


destroyed the natural attraction of the eastern slopes would not be 
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in the best interests of our Association or citizens of Alberta or 


Canada. 


The recreational and natural attractions of the eastern slopes 


attract thousands of Albertans, as well as visitors to our Province. 


They have a right to enjoy what is theirs and we respectfully 
suggest they also have a right to adequate accommodation and 


services while doing so. 
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BRIEF TO 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HEARINGS 
ON 
LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Submitted by: 


Mrs. C. Pryor 
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I think that there should be no discrimination between Whites 
and Indians. They should all have to hunt in season, have a licence 
for hunting and follow all game laws. 


Otherwise we soon will have no wildlife left and no race or 
class has any business to kill our deer, moose, elk, mountain sheep, 
etc. off all year around. And without regard to sex or season, and 
clutter up our parks. 


They should not be allowed to live on park land all year 
around, without regard to how much pollution they cause. The sooner 
that the Indians are given full right as white people, and no special 
favours to either, the better, such as free homes, machinery, etc. 


It's enough to ruin anyone, to have everything given to them, 
with no efforts on their part. What costs us nothing is never cared 
for or valued very highly by anyone. 


I believe there should be no new development on the Eastern 
Slopes, we should let things remain as they are, this will give our 
wildlife some protection and not scare them out of the country, and so 
this area will still be a wilderness area, and someday our kids might 
like to see nature as it really is. 
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BRIEF TO 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HEARINGS 
ON 
LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 


David Lahoda 
Calgary, Alberta 
June 2, 1973 
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This letter is written in the good faith that it will convey 
both the fears and the hopes that I, a citizen of Alberta, possess con- 
cerning the spectrum of commercial developments which will be presented 
to you, the chairman of the Environment Conservation Authority, in the 
public hearings to be held in Calgary and Canmore concerning the Bow 
River Basin particularly the Canmore Corridor. 


First, let me make it clear that I belong to that group of 
people who most highly prize a mountain area for its natural beauty and 
its lack of development through the hand of man. Disguised as hikers, 
backpackers, climbers, etc. we penetrate these areas so that we can ex- 
perience the inner peace and contentment which envelopes one who hikes, 
backpacks, skis or snowshoes in these areas.. To us these areas are 
almost sacred shrines. If it were possible we would have retained all 
mountain regions in their natural untouched state. 


Unfortunately, others have interests different from ours con- 
cerning such areas, sometimes in direct opposition to our own. It is 
for this reason that all parties must compromise, as will become evident 
in the forthcoming public hearings concerning the Eastern slopes of the 
Rockies. 


There are, however, certain proposed commercial developments 
in the Canmore Corridor that I object to most rigorously. They are: 


1. Assiniboia 


The following is a quote from the "Calgary Herald" May 19, 1973, 
page 21 describing the proposed development: 


"Proposed by Underwood, McLellan and Associates of Calgary on 
a 7000-acre site on the south shores of Spray Lakes and adjacent to the 
east boundary of Banff National Park. 


The company has spent more than $100,000 in time and money pre- 
paring for its proposal which includes extensive facilities for skiing, 
hiking, picnicking and other related summer and winter sports. 


The year-round resort is estimated to cost between $10-$15 
million." 
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I am opposed to this development on the following grounds: 


a) The area lying in and around this development would be subjected to 
use by countless more people than it has previously experienced. Trails, 
once wilderness in aspect would soon be littered by cans and bottles, 
etc. In summer an unprecedented number of trail-bikes would be roaring 
up and down the trails, followed by the equally noisy snowmobiles in 

the winter. 


b) A year-round development of this nature would most certainly neces- 
sitate a paved road from it to the Trans-Canada Highway. This would 
draw in a tremendous influx of people, destroying the wilderness setting 
which presently exists along these roadways. 


c) The repercussions from this large influx of people would be felt 
elsewhere, particularly in Mt. Assiniboine Provincial Park. Considered 
a prime wilderness area, it would soon deteriorate through the large in- 
flux of those who previously considered it too much out of the way to 
hike into. 


De Quoted from the same page as the previous quote: 


"Fishing and boating facilities at the north end of Spray Lakes, 
adjacent to the dam and at the south end adjacent to the mouth of Smuts 
Creek." 


I oppose this development on the grounds that the serenity and 
calm one finds in this area would be destroyed by motor boats racing up 
and down the shore line. 


ae Quoted from the same page: 
"Cabin and portable tent camp for outdoor activities in the 
Burstall Lakes area." 


"Base camps for wilderness backpacking in the Spray Lakes - 
Upper Kananaskis Lake area and the Burstal] Lakes - Gap Lake area." 


The only thing the abeve two proposals would accomplish would 
be to clutter the area making it unsightly. No backpacker or hiker would 
require a base camp for such purposes as outlined above. 


4. Mount Rundle Village 


Quoted from the same page: 
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“Proposed by Wexco Petroleum Calgary on a site of approximately 
4.5 square miles in the Canmore Corridor on the lower slopes of Mount 
Rundle, between Canmore and the east boundary of Banff National Park. 


Developers propose a residential community and recreation 
resort that includes a large lodge featuring short and long-term living 
accommodation; a smaller lodge and villas at the base of ski slopes; 
clusters of private and rented residences; two golf courses; camping 
facilities, and a man-made lagoon. 


No cost estimate has been given." 


I object to this proposal in that I feel it should be located 
on the other side of the highway leaving the majority of the slope of 
Mount Rundle in its natural state. 


5. Bow Wildlife Park 


Quoted from the same page: 

"Propesed by Bow Wildlife Group, Calgary, for between 500 and 
1,000 acres in the northeast corner of Canmore Corridor. 

Developers want the land for a wilderness recreation area with 
no access for motorized vehicles. No cost estimate given." 

It is absurd to think that an area as small as 500-1,000 acres 
would be considered for wilderness recreation. Something along the line 
of 30,000 acres would be more appropriate. 


In closing may I propose that the entire Eastern slopes of the 
Rockies be preserved in the most natural setting as possible, permitting 
commercial developments to establish themselves only adjacent (by no 
more than a mile) to highways such as the Trans-Canada Highway. Those 
wishing to explore the back country could then use these commercial re- 
creational developments as their “base camp" and go off for a day or 
more into the back country. In this way, the needs of the tourist could 
be met while at the same time preserving the eastern slopes of the Rockies 


in their most natural state. 
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It would be appreciated if you would acknowledge receipt of 


this submission. 


David Lahoda 
5416 Thorndale Road 
Calgary, Alberta 
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BRIEF TO 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HEARINGS 
ON 
LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 


Mrs. Joanne Wandzura, Secretary 
Sherwood Park Snowmobile Club 
Edmonton, Alberta. 
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The Sherwood Park Snowmobile Club, only in its second year, 
comprises of sixty-six family members. These families require large 
areas of land without fenced boundaries and roads on which to operate 
their machines and which make snowmobiling an enjoyable, exciting sport. 


With certain restrictions which have already been imposed by 
the Alberta Government on the operators of snowmobiles, and with large 
tracts of private land difficult to come by, it is very important to 
our club that existing Crown lands be kept open as multi-recreational 
areas. These areas would, of course, provide the wide-open spaces 
which are a delight to every member of a snowmobile club. With the 
numbers of families now enjoying the winter season only because of the 
snowmobile, it is a necessity that these machines be allowed the use 
of Crown land during the winter months. 


Doles 


J. Wandzura, Secretary 
Sherwood Park Snowmobile Club 
9408 - 73 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta. 
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BRIEF TO 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HEARINGS 
ON 
LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 


Eldon Anderson 

Alberta Trapper's Association 
Edson, Alberta 

18 June 1973 
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Recently, I attended a meeting, sponsored by the Fish and Game 


Association of Alberta. This was a special meeting on the Eastern Slopes. 
I must say I was quite aware of the proposed usage of the slopes. I then 
called a meeting of the Alberta Trapper's Association, and we people of 
our association feel as follows. 


We endorse the prime use of the east slopes as a source of 
clean water. We suggest that only quality recreation that will harmonize 
with nature and will not destroy the delicate environment be employed, 
such as campgrounds, and said campgrounds not be constructed deeply in 
the slopes. 


We believe that the administration should come under Provincial 
Government, through the Department of Lands and Forests. 


We strongly urge a classification of all land in the mountain 
and foot hill region, that will state the land usage and development 
tolerated in various zones. 


We feel that the tourist attraction and trade is a perpetual 
form of business, that will last as long as there is beauty and outdoor 
recreation in the area; if this was to be destoyed, we would surely 
lose this trade. Whereas the mining and 011 operation, or the construc- 
tion of large facilities, (service centres, motels) etc. be constructed 
in the existing areas such as towns and villages which are already 
dotting the area. f 


This is also a boom to the present existing businesses and 
towns. The only accommodation needed along the existing population cor- 
ridors are campgrounds. 


In general the slopes and any part of the environment which is 
destroyed is a non-renewable resource and that they can in no way be 
compatible with roads, railways, strip mining, or oil exploration. 
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That any form whatsoever of any line of business which is not 
compatible be located in view of the public eye, and close to existing 
transport facilities, that any gas or oi] be transported by pipeline to 
the already settled areas to be refined. 


PER fale 


Eldon Anderson 

President of the 

Alberta Trapper's Association 
Edson Chapter 
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BRIEF TO 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HEARINGS 
ON 
LAND USE AND RESQURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 


Clarence Love 
Edson, Alberta 
19 June 1973 
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I recently attended a meeting sponsored by the local Fish and 
Game Club about the proposed development or exploitation of the eastern 
slopes of the mountains. 


I am completely opposed to any private ventures in this area; 
all one has to do is take a look at the area around Hinton and Grande 
Cache. These operations are just exploitation plain and simple. Tne 
forest cover is being stripped clean, leaving the country open to wind 
and water erosion; more game and fish have been killed by the power saw 
and bulldozer than was ever shot or caught. There are areas that I first 
saw twelve years ago, and how much longer than that they had been cut off 
I do not know; anyhow it still looks the same as the first time I saw it. 
If the resources taken from these areas were being used locally for manu- 
facturing a finished product, it would support many more people than it 
does. However, being foreign owned, all they are interested in is get- 
ting the raw material out of the country. All we have to do is look 
south to the U.S.A. to see what happens when there is wholesale ex- 
Ploitation, waste and pollution. They are running out of everything 
fast; are we going to allow these people to come in here and do the same 
thing over again. 


I also hear of a multi-million dollar tourist complex to be 
located in the Kootenay plains area. I ask in all sincerity, what 
people would benefit by this; would local Albertans be able to enjoy 
such a place. I have a feeling it would be just another playground 
for the foreign rich and all Alberta would get out of it would be the 
headache. If man thinks he can over-run every square inch of land sur- 
face and destroy the habitat for wildlife and continue to survive him- 
self, he's crazy. 


There are some things that no monetary value can be placed on, 
and this is one, because once gone all the money ever made would never 


replace it. 


Because of the great popularity of the recreational vehicle, 
it would benefit more people and still preserve our natural environment 


1850 


if more campsites were made available, nothing fancy or expensive would 
be necessary. Those few who prefer the Waldorf have the privilege of 
staying in the cement jungle. 


I would also like to point out that at Grande Cache before the 
place was built you would be hard put to find a bear in the area. Last 
year when I was there the bears were around like dogs. When people set 
out garbage and the town dumps it in a pile it attracts every bear for 
miles; so who takes the beating; with a few such places like this to 
attract these animals, it wouldn't be long before there wouldn't be any 
of them left. 


I say, keep the exploiters out of the raw materials we have; 
they will keep until if and when we do need them. Keep the mountains 
unspoiled for those who enjoy the grandeur, and for those who are look- 
ing for wine, women and dance, stay in their jungle. 


This is my submission that I will not be at the hearing. 


 Lhterres— ai 


Clarence Love 
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BRIEF TO 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HEARINGS 
ON 
LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 


Thelma Habgood 
Edmonton, Alberta. 
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PICTOGRAPHS IN THE CANMORE-EXSHAW AREA 


At this time when the Government of Alberta is receiving sug- 
gestions for the long-term management of Alberta's Eastern Slopes, I 
wish to draw attention to some examples of prehistoric rock art found 
near Canmore and Exshaw in the Bow drainage basin. While these have 
been described in the literature and are known to numerous Albertans, 
particularly the residents of the area, I consider it important at this 
time to emphasize their value as cultural resources worthy of preservation. 


There are two sites in the Bow valley that I know of. The 
first, near Exshaw, is located in a narrow valley on the southern flank 
of Grotto Mountain. The paintings cover an area of about 200 square 
feet on the sheer wall of the canyon. They are quite probably of con- 
siderable antiquity (several thousand years old) since they are faded 
and covered by a smooth transparent layer of calcium carbonate. Conse- 
quently they are difficult to photograph adequately. The paintings 
comprise depictions of caribou along with spirit figures which are 
totally unique in design. 


The second area is in the steep canyon directly above Canmore 
leading to the Spray valley and down which the conduit of the Calgary 
Power hydro system runs. On a huge boulder partially engulfed by the 
talus overlooking one of the lakes are some very vivid paintings of human 
figures and animals, including caribou. Close by at the foot of high 
sheer wall of the canyon is a long rock shelter partially filled in by 
rock from the talus slope. On the walls and ceiling of this rock 
shelter are additional paintings, many faded beyond recognition, but 
including some very well-defined hand or bear-paw prints. The rock 
shelter itself, now used by picnickers, was very likely a prehistoric 
habitation site. 


Both the Grotto Mountain and Canmore sites should be recognized 
and protected as prehistoric sites. The Grotto Mountain site is in 
little danger from any road building or resource development activity 
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but the Canmore site is particularly susceptible to any attempts to 
improve the present road leading to the top. The large boulder with the 
paintings and the rock shelter itself could easily be buried by any 


extensive blasting and widening on the road above. 


Thelma Hobgood 
11526 - 77 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 1T6G OM1 
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INTRODUCTION: 

1.1 The Alberta Federation of Rock Clubs respectfully submits its 
brief on the subject of “Land Use Reform" on behalf of its 
member organizations. 

1.2 The Alberta Federation of Rocky Clubs was incorporated in 1964 
to provide represenatation for the Rock and Lapidary Member 
Organizations and to co-ordinate the activities of the Alberta 
Rock and Lapidary Hobby. 

1.3 Our brief represents the views of (17) clubs with 831 paid up 
members. 


PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF SUBMISSION: 


2.1 "Rockhounds" (nickname for people who follow the Rock, Mineral 
and Fossil Hobby as a non-profit amateur activity mainly for 
recreation. ) 

2.2 "“Rockhounds" should be classed under research. Through their 
activities, they have found many interesting rocks and fossils 
that perhaps would never have been located otherwise. 

2.3 The Eastern Slopes area has thus far hardly been touched by 
"Rockhounds." For these reasons we are concerned that certain 
areas may be classed as ‘private property’ under the Land Use 
Program. Thereby, we may be refused permission to enter and 
collect on such land. 


NATURE OF THE ROCK CLUBS AND THEIR FEDERATION: 

3.1 The objects of Alberta Federation of Rock Clubs and its member 

organizations are: 

A. To promote and encourage the study, collecting, cutting, polish- 
ing and engraving of gem-stones, minerals, rocks and other geo- 
logical materials, and lapidary work generally, as a hobby other- 
wise than for purposes of trade, industry or business. 

B. To encourage exploration of Alberta for lapidary materials, and 
to promote Alberta finished and unfinished rocks and stones and 


create a greater interest in same. 
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To promote and encourage closer association with and exchange 
of information between rock hobbyists and lapidary groups, and 
to stimulate interest generally in and disseminate knowledge of 
mineralogy and Earth Science. 
To provide equipment, machinery and educational, scientific and 
recreational facilities for the use and benefit of members and 
persons interested in lapidary work and for their instruction 
and enjoyment. 
The operations of the federation are to chiefly carried on in the 
Province of Alberta. 


3.2 Our Code of ETHICS: 


I pledge, as a Canadian, to keep the lands clean and free of 
litter. I will seek permission of the owner before hunting on 
private property and will respect and treat the land as my own. 
A. To leave gates and fences as I find them. 

B. To obey fish and game laws. 

C. To use no explosives in collecting areas. 

D. To be careful with fire. 


IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION: 


4.1 


We "Rockhounds" would hereby petition the Environment Conserva- 
tion Authority that in whatever land use is decided upon, we 
should have free access to enter the land to search for and col- 
lect minerals and fossils for Personal Use with limitations as 
to the use of power equipment, dynamite etc. 


A 
—— 


i “ei CP 4 ba 


and Use Committee, for, 
Alberta Mederation oF Reeit Ciucs 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of a letter received from: Mr. and Mrs. John Reid 
Box 1300, "Rimoka", Ponoka, Alta. 


January 9, 1973. 


Environment Conservation Authority, 
9912 - 107 Street, 
EDMONTON, Alberta. 


Dear Dr. Trost: 


There are better trained men, But will they write? There are 
the young and the educated. WILL they write? We have OPEN running 
SPRINGS all over this land from Lloydminister to Nordegg, privately 
owned, mostly, but they run out on to a road allowance within a mile of 
their start. You have surveyed the land for land use, BUT it should 
have been put into FORESTRY. YOUR OWN SLOGAN, "It's your future". 
Twenty-five years ago we scoffed at oil wells. (See what they've done). 
This is pure water wells, many of them that will fill a 4-inch pipe. 
Artesian water with a fall, or falls many of them, to give you a "fount" 
summer and winter, sixty feet high. Alberta has a scenic side. Let's 
face it. Why no development there? (Because of the voting strength of 
ALONG No. 2, AND THE RAILWAY. In Britain a "house with a view’ is up- 
permost, and here you can have a house with BEAVER ATTRACTION, fishing 
attractions, mountain, or stream allurement. The bison that roamed, 
the trees that GREW, the game that flourished, the wild life, trappers’ 
harvest. (It's only recently that we have given a thought to the loss 
from outside tourism, and the loss from not developing inside (of 
Alberta) tourism. Get BUSY on pest control, bulldogs, black flies, 
deer flies, mosquitoes. What recreation can there be for man, or beast, 
if these drive horses, cattle and man to cover? 
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Why keep our oil and gas development in ANOTHER BOOK. It 
should be part of tourism. Using Government figures, carefully accumu- 
lated to tell the oi1 story, I had published the story of Gilby (at the 
hub) aad of Drayton Valley, Willesden Green, Strachan, etc. Not wishful 
thinking--proved fact--that THAT difficult terrain for agriculture (and 
apparently for forestry) is bonanza, amassment, El Dorado, Golcomda, 
poured into one. 

The scenic wealth of the Rockies from rims at Withrow, and West 
of Eckville is mostly unbeatable. Kingdoms with less promise have 
risen and reached OUT. They did not have the square miles, the oil, 
fertility, the highways, the railways, the airways, didn't have the 
educated YOUTH or the experienced AGED. 

Interests ready to disrupt, to argue, to prejudice. The Youth 
in this decade are pressing for the use of common sense and planning, 
BUT constructive* planning, and not the planning to DIVIDE. 

Let's have co-operation. Let's have UNITY. By tape, and other 
recording let's save the words and tone and accent, conserved, AND no 
longer wasted. 

The surveys we got from the Federal Government, well done and 
helpful. 

Let's pattern EVERYTHING, AND WORK together. 


Happily yours, 


hh Fog 


PV ay ey OO aes 
ALY i 


Eva and John Reid, Age 88 
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RRIEF 


RE: Land use and development in the Southern Sloves 
of the bow River Yatershed 3esin 


Prenered by:. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Masur 


tr. Trost, Wr. Dowling, Mr. Yinisky, irdies end Gentlemen: 


‘e are long time residents of this tremendous lend which we 
so often refer to es "Sunny Alberte". ¥e heve wetched it nrrosver 
and crow from ¢ snersely settled lend of trénners end homesteeders 
to-its present stete of vest numbers of oeonle of moderste tieins 


looking for weys end interesting vleces to snend their leisure time 
i 


in the fresh cir swey from th= confines of the hubbub of their work- 
a-Beyo ives, “Eech yerr thie 5¢:omes =n ever Frowing cretiea: “He 


st becoming". 


The most suit:bhle <=nd almost the only sv2c= reméining in 
which to enioy this leisure time is the Sastern Slones end rootnilis 
of our Rocky Mount*in rea which stretches ell the rey from our 
border with the U.S.A. to the Northwest Territories. This is 2 


|}~ 


a ca} 
vest eree and is renuted the finest scenery--mount=in streems, kes, | 
mecdows 2nd wilderness--on the “orth Americen Continent. It is the | 
most potential unsnoiled vlzysround on the continent. It is ris 
for develooment. The auestion is: “How to 'bell the cet'?". | 

There soreers to ce three widely senereted idees es to how best 
this develovment can be echieved. Firstly, there is the vocel minor- | 
ity grouv who thinks that the lend should be left exectly as is to 
be used entirely for the enjoyment of the few--the hikers, the 
b- ck-veckers 2nd the wilderness enthusiasts. Secondly, there is ; 
the 2ffluent crouv who thinks in terms of vest resorts for the 4 
enjoyment of the "Jet-Set"™. Finelly there is the erouc to which 
we belong. This is the normelly silent. mejcrity of the veonle who 7 
enjoy the out-of-doors. These seovle want access roeds. They 

want sites to vark their trailers, motor homes, cemmners =n* tents 
where they crn heve electric rower , weter and sewere disnosal. 


They went beses from which they cen leeve on =ccess roeds to enjoy 


this vest recreationel ere-. hese peonle, tourists =n¢ visitors 
i complain >ectuse there sre -o orevisions in the -ree ior the 
use of their vac=tion equinment. 


ouri -esent Alherta 


hed 
iD) 
S| 


est: dDlished by the ov 


hy 


The Den=rtment of 


Government hes dene = very comvent=hle job of hrinsing tourists 


into this cree. To dste, however, little vrovision hes heen made 
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to eccommodéte these thousands of vacstioners when they arrive 

The only facilities sveileble are the so-called roed-side campsites 
which vere designed for tenting. In this region the tenting sea— 
son is very short; consecuently, many neorle heave invested large 
sums of money in exvensive holiday equipment such es trevel treilers, 
motor homes, tent treilers and camvers to lengthen the season in 
which they cen enjoy this great out-door volayground. Due to the 
very limited provision for the use of ell this expensive equip- 
ment end little way to get into the wilderness other then by 
"shank's ponies", the result is frustrétion end disappointment. 

Not everyone is in the vhysical condition to underteke such strenu- 
ous excursion; nevertheless, they do like the outdoors end enjoy 
the bush, to let their heir down as it were. 


Ro2d 2ccess into end through the wilderness erees in the 


nv) 


Eestern Slopes should be provided by the Alberta Government--that 
is, by #11 the veovle of Alberte through general tex revenue. 
These roeds should be well greded and surfaced with send and fine 
grevel to keep down the cost. They should be sufficiently wide to 
provide shoulders and pull-offs leading to picnic sites so that 
peovle can stop and enjoy themselves for en hour or two or for the 
dey 2s they so choose. In this way the beautiful scenery of our 
mountein sloves would become readily accessible for all peovle to 
enjoy--the strong, the weak, the rich end the poor alike. Those 
who like hiking covld drive to the eree of their choice and hike 
to their heertls content. The same applies to the fishermen, the 
vhotogrevher, the rock-hound, the beck-pecker and the painter. 

All development, other then these access roads, should be 
confined to sreas adjacent to the main hishweys which sre already 
built end those thet will be built in the future. Such develop- 
ments should be done by vrivete enterprise within very strict 
guidelines set by en Alberta Government Environment Control 
Authority. 

Heelthful, outdoor recreation is es essential to human well- 
being as is food end clothing. In these ceys of greatly infleted 


prices, cost is 4 big fector to the everage citizen. Therefore, 
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as vreviously mentioned, eny development in the erea should be 
controlled by preset guidelines. In this way the enjoyment of 
this lend can be kept within the financial «bility of eech end 
every Albertan, Canadian and foreign tourist. 

We must also maintain the ecology and natural state of the 
whole eres as much as possible. Pollution end abuse ean be con- 
trolled by education. People who really enjoy outdoor life are 
not polluters. The polluters are the novices and the ignorent; 
hence, there would heve to be regular patrols set up to deal with 
and to educate the offenders. 

In the case of the Cenmore Corridor, access roeds should 
rediate from Highway 1 end Highway 1A or any other main highwey 
which may be built in the future. This has already been done to 
a limited extent in the vast, for example the Forestry Roads. 

These are fine, but we need more of them. These can be imnroved 
by widening, by better grading and by better surfacing--not 
necessarily hard-topping but by using finer gravel. There should 
be pull-offs and picnic sites along them. 

Along both Highway 1 and Highway 1A there are now many food 
accesses end exits. In these areas privete enterprise should be 
encouraged to provide the goods and services needed by the 
vacationers, visitors and tourists of the surrounding arees. These 
services should include the following: trevel treiler courts which 
must have power and water hook-ups and sewage disvosel stztions; 
motels, service stations and restaurants. From tréiler courts 
peovle would leave for e day of recreation in the netural wilder- 
ness. In the evenine they would return to home-bese to rest for 
other excursions to follow on the deys ahead. 

For such privete development there must be definite guidelines 
to keep the services offered in tune with the recreetionel concent 
of the area. The use of concrete should be kept to e minimum. The 
enforcement of these guidelines can eesily be attained by the 
granting of leases for the use of the lane ana issuence of permits 
for each development by the governing euthority set up by the 


Provinciel Government for this pnurvose. In this way the control 
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of the land and its uses rémein vested in the Crown. 3y such means 
we can obtain the maximum recreétional use from the land for the 
lergest number of neovle at the most economical cost and at the 
seme time prevent its ebuse. 

The Eastern Slopes of the Rocky Mountains contain some of the 
finest and most majestic scenery on the North American Continent.. 
No doubt our ebundance of wonderful scenery and playground space 
mey prove to be, in the not too distant future, the greatest of all 
our nétural resources. Therefore, it is the responsibility of 
this present generation of Albertans to plan its future uses and 
development in the best interests of all--rich and poor alike. 
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A Teacher's View Of The Land Use And Resource Development 


On The Eastern Slope Of The Canadian Rockies 


A brief presented to the Environmental Conservation Authority 
by John H- Marean, Associate 
Professor, Faculty of Education, University ot Caigary. 


The following information is presented as representative of the personal 
views of an individual. Even so, it is strongly suggested that it also 
represents the general feeling of a growing number of persons, especially 
those who are involved in education, and as such deserves this type of 
weighting. 

The fact that these hearings are being conducted is evidence that there 
is a growing awareness of the need for carefully considered long-range 
planning with regard to the development and use of the rich resources of the 
area. My first, and probably most serious concern is that there be established 
the method of creating, implementing,monitoring and amending the plan so that 
it will reflect, as much as is possible, the wishes or needs of individuals 
while recognizing the equally important needs of the society of those individuals. 
To give a proper balance to these often diverse requirements, with appropriate 
consideration of the social, economic, scientific and aesthetic factors is a 
task that will require the highest levels of scholarship and of judgement. 

The history of resource use in the Province provides overwhelming evidence, 
however, of the need for planning and regulation. Narrowly conceived schemes 
for resource use and development are automatically exploitative and result 


in chaos which is almost always difficult or impossible to repair. 
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The majority of my academic training is in the field of science but I 
would hasten to declare that there are such serious limitations to the power 
of the methods of science to solve such complex problems that it must be 
placed in a perspective as but one of the sources of input information in 
establishing and operating a plan. The growing importance of the values 
which man places on the various parts of his life requires that our evolving 
values and philosophy must be given the utmost consideration. To recognize 
that these are evolving is to admit that any plan must remain sufficiently 


flexible to be adaptable to the conditions which apply at any point in time. 


This Board has already heard pleas from a very wide-ranging set of 
special or vested interests who are anxious that their present life-styles 
should not be jeopardized by restrictions. Yet it is not possible to fully 
realize all of the benefits of each of these styles without encroachment on 
that of another. And the accelerating pace with which these styles are being 
invented and adopted demands that provision be made for change. None of our 
present large-scale uses of the public land has existed in its present form 
for more than a century and most of the uses are but one or two decades old. 
This means thet we must expect change, even though we cannot predict very 
accurately the direction of that change. Planning must allow for reasonable 
and thoughtful change and no use should be allowed that will deny future 


generations to make such change. 


This leads to my second large concern. In our present methods in carrying 
on Environmental Education, we are trying to provide opportunity and guidance 
for young people to explore altemate life styles and clarify their knowledge 
and their values with regard to the natural and the social environment. The 
natural environment offers the setting in which one can examine with the least 


interference by the pressure which our “civilizing™ of the world has produced 
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and allows for the refining of attitudes which may be more consonant with a 
healthy relationship with all of one's surroundings. The social environment 

is less stable and the daily experiences of the student are conditioned by 

its influences. This means, then, that there must be available for educational 
uses, extensive and diverse areas where one can experience living in that part 
of our world which is ultimately governed by immutable laws of nature and which 
will not always bend to the will of man. Such education provides an opportunity 
to lear by first-hand experience how these natural laws operate and the 
penalties which must be paid by the entire living community when we attempt to 
violate them. It is as important to become aware of the awesome power of 
natural forces of weather or water as it is the awe-inspiring beauty of the 
order which exists in the natural environment. In my environmental teaching 

I am at least as anxious that the students shall experience the trauma of a 
chilling rain without the recourse to the warmth and security of home and 
hearth, or the crisis of being short of potable water when there is no 
convenient tap from which to draw it as I am that they shall witness the 
grandeur of some of our natural scenes. I feel that we are not as likely to 
know either kind of sensation fully if we are to fare too much of the products 
of our civilization into the wild. There is nothing which teaches more 
conclusively the importance to wise use of an energy resource than to be cold 
and wet in the woods without fuel. A dripping faucet or a garden hose spilling 
needlessly into the gutter invokes a different feeling upon one who has tried 
to preserve a life-long pattem of cleanliness and hygiene when there is not 
abundant water available at the tur of a hand. Likewise, I believe that 
almost everything in our natural surroundings will evoke a deeper sense of 
appreciation and even gratitude in those who have spent extended periods alone, 


but for the other inhabitants of the natural community, in a wilderess 
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situation. From many of my students who have participated in this kind of 
experience, I believe that it is one of the truths which must be dealt with 


in the formulation of a plan. 


Specifically I would like to outline one of the patterns we have been 
following over the past three years in our University offering of ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES IN THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM. This is a course for teachers in training 
or in service to help them prepare to establish meaningful programs in their 
own schools. We spend extended periods in the field, varying from two days 
to two weeks as may be directed by the total program, developing field study 
techniques but also practicing outdoor skills which are compatible with the 
semi-wildemess in which we operate. In addition to learning about the land 
and the living components of the wild community, we encourage the development 
of attitudes which are more harmonious with that community. Our students 
spend an entire day alone in the forest area, studying the components of this 
strange world but also ''feeling" the order and the forces that are operating 
on it with the least intrusion by alien man. Obviously this exercise is 
meaningless when the solitude is broken by the sound and the bullet of a 
rifleman or the intrusion of any one of the variety of the off-road recreation 
vehicles. Students have even suggested that the passage of an airplane, often 
miles above, is foreign to the experience and they are offended, Grazing 
cattle are to me the least offensive of the "unnatural" visitors but I 
personally find myself resenting horses with rider or pack. Each year, as we 
have offered this program, we have been permitted to use a part of the eastern 
slopeunder consideration; the relatively unspoiled section of the Elbow Forest 
which is under study to be included in the Sheep-Elbow Wildemess. For such 
reasons as this I would hope that some portion of this land may be held 


inviolate against the kind of intrusion which does destroy the spell of this 


1868 
solitary experience. There must be places available for the growing number 
who are finding this type of experience meaningful and who truly wish to get 
away from as much as possible of their accustomed environment and be protected 
from those who seem to want to take it all with them into this natural setting 
To an increasing number of us it provides something nearer the root-meaning of 
recreation-—-that is--re-creation. I am willing to grant to those whose reward 
seems to be closely locked to the machine, or the "comforts of home" the 
opportunity to seek those rewards if they will not deprive me of those values 
which I prize and which are lost for me when the trappings of modem times are 


so rudely imposed. 


It may well seem that as a science educator, I have given too little 
importance to the scientific and technological information which we have and 
which will be able to influence the decisions we make and the outcomes of our 
actions. It must be a prime concer of the decision-makers that there are 
accurate and comprehensive impact studies of every development before it is 
actually begun. It is here that the input of scientifically derived information 
will fall. Im addition to the actual total impact, it seems essential that the 
per capita impact be assessed, taking into account all of those who will be 
influenced by the development. I would hope that we might be altruistic enough 
to recognize that not all who are so affected will necessarily be within these 
boundaries of area, Province or Nation. I would hope that we might be realistic 
enough to recognize that we are all members of the Family of Man, fellow crew- 
members of this magnificent spaceship which has provided us with the means to 
move so far from the primitive condition which mankind inherited. I would 
suggest that all plans allow us to look not so much at the economically 
oriented cost-benefit analysis as to the more personally directed sacrifice-— 


worth quotient. The view of the valley below is more precious to me because 
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I climbed a little higher and harder to gain it than it would have been if I 


spent a few more hours in overtime on the job so I could afford the trail-bike 
that would take me to the same vantage point. Whether such an idea is 
particularly consistent with that generally held in the materialistically 
oriented society is not important. The fact that this idea exists in the minds 
of any of us becomes the concern of those who must decide the uses to which our 


common heritage is to be put. 


Finally, I think that I would ask that this Board give serious consideration 
to the recommendation that, for the present at least, and probably for an 
indefinite time in the future, no crown land be released to private ownership 
and control. While I personally abhor any more regulation by government than 
4s absolutely necessary, I am coming to believe that individuals, acting as 
they inevitably will in their own interest, are not able to make the kind of 
decision on the use of this kind of resource that will be in the better interest 
of all who have the right to share in the decision, I am startled to find that 
I am growing in the conviction that stronger regulations must be applied to the 
use of so-called private land. This comes, however, from the awareness that the 
use of even such property gravely influences the rights of others to use those 
truly public resources, such as the air and the water, which pass over all of 
the land. We face the paradox that while our courts and legislative bodies 
are striving to assure the rights of individuals, we are confronted with the 
possibility that we may lose all these rights, and life itself, if we do not 
respect, recognize and preserve the rights of the group and of the society of 
which that individual is a member. Since we have not yet succeeded in assuring 
that the individual will accept proper responsibility for the quality of the 
environment which he and all others must share then we will need to apply 


restrictions which will assure it. It is the hope of freedom and the heart 
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of the democratic process that these restrictions will be thoughtfully chosen 


and justly administered. 
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The Liberal Party of Alberta commends the Government of Alberta 
for its action in holding public hearings on land use and resource de- 
velopment on the Eastern Slopes of the Rocky Mountains. 


Immense pressures will be brought to bear on the Government of 
Alberta for the use of Eastern Slope land for many conflicting purposes. 
The Liberal Party of Alberta views the timing of these hearings as 
essential to the long-term planning of the land use of the Eastern 
Slopes, so that the people of Alberta can achieve the optimum benefits 
and environmental conservation of this area. 


CONTROL 


We believe that the ultimate control of the Eastern Slopes 
must be kept in the hands of the Crown and that only leasehold arrange- 
ments be permitted to developers. We would further add that the Province 
consider acquiring private land where such lands are an integral part of 
a designated wilderness area or part of a permitted development area. 
Leases must be carefully controlled so that rigid pollution laws, 
building standards and conservation practices are adhered to. 


DESIGNATED WILDERNESS AREAS 


The Liberal Party of Alberta rejects the view put forward by 
some commercial developers that multiple use of Eastern Slope land is 
possible in a potential wilderness area. 


Forest industry development, mineral resource industries, sur- 
face mining, oi] and gas development, hydro development and underground 
coal mining have no place in potential wilderness areas regardless of 
the conditions that might be put forward by developers. 


We have compromised and made choices in favour of short-term 
gains in developing non-renewable resources far too long. The Liberal 
Party of Alberta believes that we have reached the point in time when we 
must be prepared to make the choice of leaving mineral resources in the 
ground in favour of the long-term preservation of one of the most beauti- 
ful areas of this continent. 
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Governments often try to reach a compromise between resource 
development, commercial tourist development and conservation of the 
wilderness. We believe that the best way to avoid the trap of compro- 
mise is to limit commercial tourist development to the river basins 
where roadways and railways have already been established. 


THE TOURIST SYNDROME 


The present Alberta Government already suffers from the "Tour- 
ist Syndrome". We believe that we should, at all costs, avoid the 
erroneous proposition that tourism should be developed at an ever in- 
creasing pace. It's time we weighed the long-term costs and benefits 
of such a policy. Many states, such as Oregon, are beginning to ser- 
jously question whether or not governments should encourage the tourist 
industry by providing subsidies, development permits and promotion of the 
industry with taxpayers dollars. 


We have been inundated with so much propaganda from the tourist 
industry that it borders on sacrilege to even question the long-term 
consequences of commercial tourist development. 


These hearings, however, give all Albertans, including the 
Provincial Government, an opportunity to weigh the short-term benefits 
against some of the possible detrimental consequences of development. 


WILDERNESS PARKS 


Wilderness parks must be established in areas sufficiently 
large enough to make ecological sense. If we are to err, then we must 
err in the provision of excess area. 


RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 


We believe that resource development should be permitted only 
in designated areas and not allowed until the developer provides a 
"blue print" for complete rehabilitation backed up with adequate bond- 
ing to ensure that the required rehabilitation is actually carried out. 
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THE BOW RIVER VALLEY 


We believe that, because of its proximity to Calgary, the Bow 
River Basin lends itself to an emphasis on the recreational needs of the 
people of this area. 


However, recreational, commercial and tourist development of 
the Bow River Basin should not be permitted without thoughtful considera- 
tion. We are particularly concerned about pollution of the Bow River 
and would recommend that sewage treatment requirements be upgraded to 
ensure that these developments would not add to the pollution of the 
river. We would also recommend the establishment of a Bow River Basin 
Regional Planning Authority charged with the responsibility of establish- 
ing strict development regulations along with the authority to regulate 
the developments. 


Two types of recreational development could be permitted in 
the Bow Basin in addition to the usual tourist facilities. 


1. Recreation areas where there is access for people, trails for 
hiking, cross country skiing and riding. 


2. Specific areas set aside for bikes and snowmobiles in limited 
areas. 


HOSTELS 


We believe more and more people seek to escape the vehicle- 
oriented recreation we have become accustomed to and that Albertans of 
all ages will want to become part of the serenity and natural beauty 
of the Eastern Slopes. We believe that the Government of Alberta should 
set aside sites for future hostels across the Eastern Slopes to be 
developed as the demand increases. 
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LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Typed copy of telegram received from A. Fullerton 


ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
CALGARY JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
CALGARY ALBERTA 


I AM IMPRESSED THAT AN OPPORTUNITY EXISTS TO EXPRESS ONE'S FEELINGS ABOUT 
OUR FUTURE. ALTHOUGH UNABLE TO ATTEND IN PERSON I WOULD APPRECIATE IF 
THIS BRIEF COULD BE READ TO THE HEARING. 


IT AM AN ARCHITECT AND A PLANNER AND MAKE MY LIVING FROM GROWTH AND DEVEL- 
OPMENT PROJECTS. I WAS ALSO BORN ON THE PRAIRIES AND THESE WATERSHEDS 
REPRESENT NOT ONLY THE SOURCE OF ITS LIFEBLOOD, WATER, BUT ALSO THE REGION'S 
MOST BEAUTIFUL EDGE. MY OBSERVATIONS ARE: 
1. IF WE ARE IN DOUBT AS TO HOW TO DEVELOP THESE AREAS, LET'S 
HESITATE. THERE WILL BE PEOPLE WHO BECAUSE OF US WILL HAVE 
MORE KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM. LET'S LEAVE SOME DECISIONS TO 
THEM. 
2. IN ASSESSING AND WEIGHING THE PRESENTATIONS TO THE HEARING, 
LET'S RECOGNIZE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THOSE WHO ARE COMMITTED 
ONLY TO USING THE REGION IN ORDER TO BENEFIT OUR SHORT-TERM 
DESIRES AND THOSE PEOPLE, PERHAPS MORE INDIGENOUS TO THE AREA, 
WHO ACT AS OUR DISTANT EARLY WARNING SYSTEM. ABOVE ALL, LET'S 
BE RADICAL AND EXHIBIT A ‘SMALL C' CONSERVATISM IN RELATION TO 
DECISION-MAKING IN THIS IMPORTANT AREA. 


ARNI FULLERTON 
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PERSONAL PRESENTATION TO THE PUBLIC HEARINGS HELD BY THE 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 


REGARDING THE LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EAST SLOPES. 


Submitted by 
L. "Budd" Traver 
#502, 9624 - 105 Street 


Edmonton, Alberta. 
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Gentlemen: 

I would like to submit my personal brief in support of the various 
other submissions by groups or individuals who may share similar concerns in 
regard to the future land use and the development of our renewable and non- 
renewable resources in our East Slopes. 

I have been concerned for some time that our generation is perhaps 
the first in history to possess the technical knowledge and ability to completely 
change the physical landscape of our entire country, or to locate and extract 
all of its remaining non-renewable resources. This ability could obviously 
soon destroy these riches for all future generations unless we somehow find 
and exercise the wisdom needed to balance our increasing technical knowledge. 

The East Slopes, I believe, are one of the richest remaining areas 
in such basic wealth as unpolluted water, mountainous scenery, timber, coal 
and oil as well as such threatened species of wildlife as mountain sheep, 
mountain goat, caribou and grizzly bear as well as its excellent fishing, 
all of which are supported by the ecology of the area. 

The popular trend of elected governments appears to show consideration 
for the present day demands, not only to develop our remaining non-renewable 
resources but also to develop multi-million dollar density population centers 
to exploit the recreational pursuits offered by this region. I believe these 
forms of development are not only in conflict with each other, but also that 
both are in direct conflict with the preservation of the unspoiled natural 
ecology of the entire area. 

I think that a new provincial statute in the form of a Public Land 
Act is urgently needed to establish strict ground rules to be followed in 
considering or granting all future demands for private and commercial develop- 


ment in such designated areas as the alpine, sub-alpine and foothill regions 
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of our East Slopes, as well as to certain confined transportation corridors 
running through these areas. 

I recognize the need for multiple use of our East Slopes, but I 
would only consent to such uses that would be totally compatible to the ecology 
of each designated area and that these uses be specified in the suggested 
Land Act. I further suggest that the apline and sub-alpine areas be serviced 
only by public campgrounds and services, and that private enterprises be 
restricted to the foothills and transportation corridors. I would also oppose 
any non-Canadian capital investment in any of the above areas either in 
development or purchase of any property or holdings. 


I would approve certain oil, gas, coal and timber development only 


in the foothills areas and subject to rigid regulations pertaining to 
restoration of the ecology. I would not oppose such multiple use as cattle 
grazing leases in the foothills and sub-alpine areas, but definitely not to 
the exclusion of the only winter habitat needed for the wildlife in the area. 

In summation, I strongly support the belief that the greatest long- 
range value of the entire East Slopes is not only to store a known reserve of 
non-renewable resources for the future, but mainly in the scenic wilderness and 
the wildlife environment that it affords continuing enjoyment of generations to 
come. In further support of this belief, may I ask how we would feel today if 
our past generation had satisfied their greed by exploiting all of these 
resources? Instead, they exercised the foresight and wisdom to set aside 
large areas of our mountain and foothills regions as National Parks to guarantee 
the perpetuity of their unspoiled and natural state for our benefit and 
enjoyment. With our advances in democracy and self government, surely we have 


as much foresight and wisdom as our forefathers. 
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BRIEF TO 
ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 


HEARING 
ON 


LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Presented by: 


Bill Lund, 
Sylvan Lake, Alberta 


1880 


Development or preservation? Which? To many of us, who have 
lived in this area for half a century or more, there already seems to be 
enough development and not enough preservation. Planned renewable re- 
source use is fine; but what right has this generation to use up so much 


of our non-renewable resources? 


| 
We are appalled at the large number of applications for further | 
development along the Eastern Slopes. Are these hearings just window- | 
dressing? We hope that not too many of these applications are already | 
secretly approved. Does anyone realize how much additional pressure the | 
sum-total of these projects will place upon the fish and wildlife and the 
general ecology of this area? 
! 


This pressure will be devastating in some areas. Our big 

game certainly must get a better break. An important help in this regard 
would be a substantial curb on out-of-season hunting by Indians. A big 
proportion of our natives are on welfare. Why should they need out-of- | 
season big game to augment that, when white families do not have, nor 
expect, this privilege? It would also seem that no large-scale new 
park area would be advisable as this would put too much hunting concen- } 
tration elsewhere. 


Some of the boosters of further development along the Eastern 
Slopes ask support because of additional jobs becoming available, yet 
these same people will support strip mining. I feel that any major de- 
velopments should be allowed only along the already-existing four main 
travel corridors. Additional campgrounds are necessary along the forestry 
trunk road and on some access roads. But why should anyone expect, or 
have available, all the comforts of home on their camping or fishing | 


a eee Oe 2 eS 


trips? 


The resulting increase in tourism from population increase, as 
well as from these developments, will result in a much increased demand 
or better trout fishing in the lakes and streams. Some of the lakes 
are already being taken care of by annual plantings of trout. However, 
(and this applies particularly in the Rocky Mountain House area) our 
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fish biologists have been putting few or no trout into our foothil] 
streams. The result is that many of these streams are virtually fishless. 
In contrast, streams west of Olds are being planted regularly and the 
fishing there is much better than in the Rocky area. Arguments of high- 
mortality are incorrect as all of these streams have stretches of deep 
quiet water ideal for fish-planting. Many of our resident fishermen 

find it necessary to go elsewhere for their trout fishing, and it should 
not be so. 


All of which is respectfully submitted for your consideration. 
I have always been an Alberta resident since I was born 63 years ago. 
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Typed copy of a letter #3 - 1110 - 12th Ave. S.W., 


from Miss L. P. Turbayne Calgary, Alberta, T2R OJ7, 
June 19, 1973 


Environment Conservation Authority 
9912 - 107 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5K 1G5 


Gentlemen: Comments re Land Use and Resource Development 


on the Eastern Slopes 
Submitted by: Miss L. P. Turbayne 


1. I am told over and over that one has only to fly over the East 
Slope area to see what has been done to it already, and it 
seems to me that there is perhaps somewhat of a mounting sense 
of urgency in current Government policies. 
I realize that social changes and public demands come fast 
these days and pose very complex problems to Government, but 
I submit that the loss of what many consider to be lasting 
values can be a poor legacy to future generations in exchange 
for immediate and perhaps short-term benefits. 

2. Public hearings have become an important part of-Government 
today. Their requirement should be locked into permanent legisla- 
tion so that they are called before any large-scale significant 
project of any kind is commenced on Crown lands. Detailed studies 
of all elements that could be affected should be made by qualified 
objective persons or bodies, and be available to the public before 
such hearings. 

3. I feel that prime consideration should be given to preservation 
of the quantity and quality of our water, and particularly at 
its sources. It recycles itself continuously and our one 
human responsibility is to guard and manage it as wisely as we 


possibly can. Our East Slope water is important to provinces 
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east of us and to the north as well. as to ourselves. It should 
not be the prerogative of any organization, company or person 
to foul our water (or land, for that matter!), and especially 
not to be subsidized by the public to do so. 
No large public land tracts, in the mountains especially, 
should ever be sold, and not even be leased for a long time 
to any private group. Such leases should include only a 
reasonable area required for the proposed development. 
Where recreation is concerned, it is becoming increasingly 
possible with modern facilities and growth to eventual ly 
destroy scenic beauties and other natural values which attract 
developers in the first place. 
Another way of presenting my plea to "make haste slowly" were 
words spoken by a man at the Village Lake Louise public hearings, 


which I have never forgotten: 


"Sheep do not lose themselves all at once. 


They nibble themselves astray." 


Thank you. 


AK abon 8 


(Miss) Le P. Turbayne 


P.S. One could cover other aspects of the Slope region -- wildlife 
particularly and habitat changes, fish, and forests and other vege- 


tation -- and they are included by inference in the above. 


Typed copy of a written letter Wild Kakwa 
from Campbell A. Ross PO BOX: 212 


Dear Dr. Trost: 


supplementary questions on our brief at the Eastern Slopes hearings in | 
Grande Prairie in July. 
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Grande Prairie, Alberta 


23rd September, 1973 


We would like to respond— even at this late date— to your 


You sought our comments on Willmore Wilderness Park. At this 


time we would endorse in principle the proposal for a "recreational 


jation. 


| 
/ 
wilderness" as presented at the hearings by the Alberta Wilderness Assoc- } 
| 


Secondly you had questions on our assessment of the coal poten- 


tial in the area. At the hearings the basis for our remarks was the 


Foothills Resources Allocation Study. As you are aware, that study 


assessed potential resource exploitation on the basis of quality, quantity, : 
and a priority scale they devised. Based on the incompatibility of coal 


exploitation with other resources such as watershed and winter range 


values and the moderate quality of the coal, the study rated the coal 
potential in the Kakwa area as limited and restricted to three relatively 
small areas. | 


This does not relieve the extreme concern we have for possible 


coal exploitation. Our concern is based on the following points: 


a) 


b) 


The F.R.A.S. indicated the presence of coal over a large portion 
of the area. 


With a different set of priorities the occurrence of coal as a 
best-land-use could become much more widespread. The possibility 
of a new set of priorities consistent with the demands of an 
energy-short world and with the industry's requirements for 

more extensive areas to achieve an economic break-even point, 

may become a reality. 
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c) The proximity of the Kakwa area to Grande Cache, which is ex- 
tracting in a northwesterly direction, and the coal activity on 
the B.C. side of the border raise the question of similar activi- 
ties in the Kakwa area. 


d) Finally, the very extensive exploration carried out on Coal Ridge 
and Horn Ridge over the past few years gives added impetus to 
the above question. 


We hope that these remarks deal with the issues as you had them 
in mind. If, however, questions still remain please do not hesitate 


to write. 


Yours sincerely, 


/ Rate, o. 7 fh vy 


é 


Campbell A. Ross (Secretary) 
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Typed copy of a letter from 
Mr. Robert K. Shaw 


Box 364 
Cardston, Alberta 
September 18, 1973 


Environment Conservation Authority 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Dear Sirs: 


A number of concerned people have asked me to forward to you a 
copy of a brief prepared for the Honorable Premier, Mr. Lougheed, and 
presented to him at Cardston on September 17. 


The recent rumors of timber sales and 071 well drilling to 
take place in the Poll Haven Community Pasture have alarmed people who 
have grown used to the idea, during the past 25 years, of the 16 sec- 
tions being their most valuable multiple-use recreation area. 


They, and myself, are hopeful that your Department will pass on 
to the Department of Lands and Forests recommendations based on proposals 
submitted in our brief. 

I apologize for not having this brief presented to you during 
the spring hearings, but because of personal commitments to Ph.D. dis- 
sertation research I was unable to devote any time to this important 
subject until now. 


Yours truly, 


Udell Shan 


Robert K. Shaw 
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The Poll Haven Community Pasture 


A Brief submitted to the Honorable Peter Lougheed, Premier of the Prov- 
ince of Alberta. Cardston, Alberta. September 17, 1973. 


With regard to the Poll Haven Community Pasture, 16 sections of southwest 
Alberta land, until 1948 part of Waterton Lakes National Park and since 
administered by the Provincial Department of Lands and Forests . . 


. and because of recent developments in the sale of a large timber 
berth and the possibility of an oil well being drilled and with their 
attendant roads and ecosystem destruction . 


. and because of certain promises made to Mr. Gordon Sloan and nearly 
500 other persons whose signatures appeared on a petition submitted last 
year to the Honorable Premier by Mr. Sloan concerning future use of the 
16 sections . 


. and because of these people wishing to further emphasize to the 
Honorable Premier their concern for the future of the Poll Haven Community 
Pasture, in particular their opposition to the commercial exploitation of 
the pasture, which land provides the people of southwest Alberta with 
recreational opportunities unavailable elsewhere . . 


. This brief is respectfully submitted, with a ten-year management 
proposal for the Community Pasture, and with the interests of all con- 
cerned groups considered. 


It is proposed that during the next ten years these interests be pursued 
in this fashion: 


1. Logging - 1. Because of the limited saw timber, being mostly lodge- 
pole pine, with little mature spruce, no commercial 


logging be pursued. 


he 


Sic 


4. 


Grazing - 1. 


Bis 
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Non-commercial timbering for fence posts, cabin logs, 
and corral poles be available on the permit-fee basis 
to local residents. 


No timber cutting along streams or near known campsites. 


All cutting of timber, non-commercial, be clearcutting 
for lodgepole pine and selective cutting for other 
species. 


The grazing association be permitted to continue cattle 
grazing in the pasture, with reviews each two years to 
determine proper carrying capacity of the range to per- 
mit game populations to continue without threat. 


Contrary to present practice, the grazing association 


snould not be in control of all activities in the pasture. 


No further fence building. 


Hunting and Fishing - 1. Continued as at present under provincial 


Camping - 1. 


regulation. 


No stocking of streams or ponds, fish populations left 
on an “as is" basis. 


No special reservations on taking of big game species, 
except the consideration of a special bow and arrow 
season. 


Designation of a few campsites for the use of people 
unfamiliar with the pasture, but no restriction on 


back-country camping. 


Emphasize the pack in - pack out policy on garbage 
and litter. 


Under normal safe conditions no need for fire permits, 
camping permits or travel permits. 
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Roads and Trails - 1. No further road construction by the Department 
or the Municipality, oil and timber exploration roads 
allowed to regress naturally. 

2. No upkeep of present roads and trails except the limited 
amount done by the users themselves. 


0i1 Exploration - 1. Inasmuch as the Pasture has been explored re- 
peatedly without a strong degree of success, the area 
Should be closed immediately to further exploration 
and drilling until such time as other known sources of 
natural gas in the southwest are showing signs of 
depletion. 


Watershed - 1. The Community Pasture is a major part of the water- 
shed of the Town of Cardston. Protection of the quantity 
and quality of municipal water should be enough justifica- 
tion for limiting commercial use of the Pasture. In 
addition, no stream alteration or dam construction should 
be permitted. 


Dwellings - 1. No further construction of housing be permitted in the 
Pasture. No cabin sites or trailer sites be available 
through either permit or lease. 


2. The Ski Cabin and the Lee Creek Ranger Station be left 
for the use of all, upkeep and responsibility of the 
users. 


Methods of Travel - 1. All methods of travel are permitted where 
possible, from hiking, horseback, snowmobile, trailbike, 
to cars and trucks. Road condition will be suitable 
discouragement to excess travel by motorized vehicle. 


Advertising - 1. The Department of Lands and Forests and all other 
agencies refrain from advertising any aspect of the 
16 sections that might encourage more travel to the area. 
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11. Alternate Recreation Sites - 1. Tourists and residents should be 
encouraged to use the local developed sites: Police 
Outpost Provincial Park, Woolford Provincial Park, 
Beauvais Lake Provincial Park, Mami (Payne) Lake, 
Little Beaverdam Lake, and Waterton-Glacier Interna- 
tional Peace Park. 


2. The development of private land for cabins and special- 
ized recreation be permitted. 


3. The 16 sections be held in reserve for a future provin- 
cial park. 


12. Ecosystem Inventory - 1. During the ten-year period 1974 to 1984 the 
16 sections should have a complete ecosystem inventory | 
made, aside from the obvious commercial inventories of | 
grazing, logging and 011. A complete floristic and | 
faunistic appraisal should be made and major biotic | 
communities identified and catalogued. A good evaluation 
of the big game and upland game habitat should also be 
made. A water inventory is nearly completed at present. 


2. Since the 16 sections is the only large block of land 
ieft in the southwest available for detailed study with- 
out excessive permits, we recommend that such studies 
on soils, climate, history be made part of the ten-year 
plan. The ecosystem concept should be the base for 
future management of the 16 sections. 


Respectfully submitted to the Honorable Premier this day, the 17th of 
September, 1973. | 


Prepared for the concerned and interested citizens of southwest Alberta 
and especially for those whose signatures appeared on a recent petition 
to the Province, by Robert K. Shaw, Cardston, Alberta. 


Robert K. Shaw 
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432 Crestview Rd. 
Ottawa, Ont. KiH 5G9 
BEDite 2355 2979 


The Chairman 

Alberta Environment Conservation Authority 
9912 - 107th St. 

Edmonton, Alta. T5K 1G5 


Dear Sir: 


Re: High Horizons brief to the Review Board 


I am writing in support of the above brief proposing that 
High Horizons continue to run its climbing schools and mountain-= 
eering camps in the Burstall Lakes area of the Bow Valley 
Provincial Forest. It is understandable that the Review Board 
may wish to restrict commercial activity in its future planning 
of the eastern slopes of the Rockies. Nevertheless I suggest 
that enterprises such as High Horizons, which educate youth on 
how to appreciate mountain wilderness and train them in ways to tra- 
vel safely and enjoy such terrain, are an essential part of a 
wilderness program. Nowadays considerable attention is being given 
to setting aside wilderness areas, but a complementary need is to 
educate people - particularly youth - on how to safely use and 
appreciate such areas. High Horizons fulfitils this function 
and therefore I hope the Review Board will look favourably on 
their request to use the variety of mountain experience so 
concentrated in the Burstall Lakes area for the purpose of 
mountaineering camps and climbing schools for youngsters. 


I should like to say that my sixteen year old daughter 
benefited greatly from the teenage beginners camp. It made her 
appreciate more than before, our mountain heritage, and that she 
as well as others, has a responsibility to preserve it for the 
benefit of future generations. Furthermore, her courage and 
endurance were tested so that she discovered something more of 
herself - gaining confidence and self reliance on the one hand - 
and learning teamwork and an appreciation of her companions on the 
other. As one who has spent a lifetime as a mountaineer and geologist 
in the mountains of western Canada, I can strongly recommend that 
the High Horizons program is very worthwhile and should be 
encouraged to continue in their present location. 


Yours very truly 


JO bo 

“J.0. Wheeler 
Alpine Club of Canada 
American Alpine Club 
Geological Survey of Canada 


cc. John Gow, High Horizons 
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Typed copy of a written letter received 
from Mr. Wallace Wilson 


September 17, 1973 


Dear Sirs: 


There is a lot of people around here interested in getting a 
piece of land here put into a park to preserve big game. 


The land we are interested in is from the Rose Creek west of 
Alder Flats to the North Saskatchewan River, and as far. south as 
possible. 


If it only took in the area from the Rose Creek to the North 
Saskatchewan River and as far south as the base line it would hold a 
fair amount of game. 


I think if it is put into anything it should be so as nobody 
at all can hunt in it. I feel if it was kept closed there would be 
enough overflow to have game for a fair distance around. 


If something isn't done in the near future there is going to 
be no game left in this part of the country at all. I live on the edge 
of the Rose Creek and haven't seen a big game animal since some time 
last winter. 


There has been very little game in this country for quite a 
while and yet every year hunting season is opened, and when sport hunters 
aren't after what little game there is the Indians are butchering them off. 


If it would do any good I could get a petition started. I don't 
know just what is the best way to get something done about this. 


Yours truly, 


ie Jetta’. bed tl dea. 


Wallace Wilson 
Alder Flats, Alta. 
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Typed copy 


A SUBMISSION 
TO THE ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
RE 
LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT ON THE 
EASTERN SLOPES OF THE ROCKIES 


We, the residents of the E.S. who derive a living from livestock 
in the foothills, wish to emphasize some points and offer the following: 


A) As stockmen pay a per head fee for each month their stock are 
permitted to use the Forest Reserve, we suggest it might also be reason- 
able to charge all users— hunters, fishermen and campers— a head tax 
Or camping fee for the privileges and services they seek and require, 

i.e. campgrounds, picnic shelters, toilets, woodpiles, garbage containers, 
improved roads, officers to oversee and to clean up. With free use of 
the Reserves, the public is subsidizing holidays for a few Albertans— 
along with many out-of-Province and foreign users. 


B) As recreation and industrial pressures increase with population 
growth, we submit that it will be necessary to subject all users of 
public lands to explicit rules and regulations, policed by special officers 
of the law who should be required to reside in the areas they are responsi- 
ble for, in an effort to keep in constant touch with the public and their 


activities. 


C) We submit that no more highways or access roads be built in (or 
onto) the Southern Foothills Area. We suggest that users be required 
to park and camp in specified areas only, where facilities are provided, 
and fined if they do otherwise. 


D) There is no place in Nature, on a watershed, or on a big-game 
range for snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles. We recommend that both 
be classed illegal on the Eastern Slopes of the Rockies, except in special, 
well-defined areas near the population corridors. 
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E) We suggest that any damage to the environment resulting from 
use by industry, visitors, livestock, game or any other cause, be studied 
and steps taken not only to correct the damage, but to educate the users 
in how to avoid future damage. Much damage is done unknowingly through 
carelessness or ignorance of the consequences. 


F) We stress that the Southern Foothills Area must be reserved for 
extensive types of recreation only. With elaborate and specialized facili- 
ties to the north (Seebe-Canmore), and to the south (West Castle-Crowsnest) 
we must retain this area, as well as other areas between the population 
corridors, in their natural state as much as possible— for survival as 
well as aesthetic reasons. The agricultural industry may not be as 
profitable as the recreational industry, but we believe it must have a 
higher priority in land use. 


G) We are in complete agreement with and support the brief submitted 
by the Western Stock Growers Association. 
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13024 - 109 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
August 7, 1974 


LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


Environmental Conservation Authority 
992 .— LOT Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Dear Sir: 


A short while ago I became aware of the land-use studies being 
done on the Eastern slopes of the Rockies. Since I am well acquainted 
with the portion from the Northwest branch to Yarrow Canyon above 
Waterton Lakes I feel I must add my concerns although I understand 
public hearings are over. From 1929 to 1969 we (my forbearers and I) 
ran our sheep on Vicary Creek and Daisy Creek watersheds (part of 
Oldman River watershed). During these years we have witnessed vast 
changes. I can only speak for the last twenty years. However I am 
a biologist by profession as well as a farm boy in origin. 


During the past 15 years (about) there has been a tremendous 
increase in use of the Kananaskis Highway primarily by tourists but 
also by industry. When I first became aware of the proposal for 
widening of the Kananaskis, I thought this widening was to occur only 
at the Southern end from Vicary Creek mine to Coleman (just outside). 
However I understand that widening is to continue for the entire length 
from Coleman to Exshaw. I can understand paving or at least oiling of 
this rough dusty road but widening and straightening to accommodate 
traffic up to speeds of 70 m.p.h. is insane. Unless the highway is 
not primarily designed for sightseeing but rushing vehicles through 
the area. In my opinion the Kananaskis is being designed primarily 
for timber and mining industry without the major emphasis on the 
greater source of income (to the province), the tourist. I know 
how the coal seams lie along this eastern part of the Rockies and 
I have no illusions about necessity of development. I would agree 
that a multi-use highway is more rational than both a highway and 
railroad. It is unfortunate that utilidors were not considered 
before constructing an ugly powerline, a pipeline and a highway, 
all in different corridors. Hopefully, this sort of mismanagement 
will not occur in the future. I wish there had been more consultations 
with the public in regards to construction of this highway. I believe 
that this highway is a major artery to a very important part of the 
body of Alberta. I believe the total body (the public) should be 
consulted in matters of such great concern. 


Tourism and outdoor recreation are probably the largest 
industry of the Eastern slopes of the Rockies and yet mining, timber 
and power industries are by far the biggest force in decision making 
concerning management of this area. Since 1936 no large fires have 
occurred south of Jasper. An infintesmal amount of controlled burning 
has occurred. Consequently we have manipulated the Eastern slopes of 
the Rockies to be timber producers with all trees climaxing at one 
time. This is an explosive situation especially for the man concerned 
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with fire fighting, the biologist concerned with wildlife, the timber 
industry concerned with future reserves of lumber. Climax of the 
overstory does not bring greater diversity (in this case) but dan- 
gerous uniformity. 


Management of mineral and mining exploration and development 
has been no less happenstance than that of timber or outdoor recreation. 
The Section of the Rockies with which I am familiar is thoroughly sliced 
with seismic or coal roads. It is my understanding that as of about 
5 years ago only the oil company which constructed a road had to make 
it impassible to further vehicle use. However nearly all seismic roads 
are re-used by other oil companies which do not have to cross-ditch the 
road. This, in my years of travel here, I have found very few impassible 
seismic roads. Due to the technique of seismographs, these roads must 
be straight. However, none which I have seen were ever revegetated nor 
was an attempt made. Having no regard for contours or slopes, these 
roads are almost without exception seriously eroded. Although coal 
roads generally follow contours, none which I have seen have been re- 
vegetated after abandonment. In our time on Vicary and Daisy Creek 
we have witnessed the destruction of Grassy Mountain near the former 
town of Lille. We saw Vicary Creek before and after the development 
of the mine by Kaiser Resources. The colour changed from crystal 
clear to clay blue; the fishing changed from excellent to poor. Frank 
Lightbaun, a forest ranger at that time, tried to have something done 
but to no avail. The Vicary Creek mine not only polluted Vicary Creek 
(and later Racehorse Creek - for two years), it also polluted the air 
as a result of trucks driving and later Euclids gouging away the 
mountain. No longer did we have a serene valley to rur our sheep, 
but the grind of diesels, the haze of smoke, the dulling of water. 

Much of the magic of wilderness disappeared within a 10 mile radius 
of this development. I am happy to witness an attempt at planning 
and management of our resources because wilderness and outdoor 
recreation are often not compatible with industry. 


I understand that attempts are being done to revegetate slag 
heaps at Coleman and Blaremore. Revegetation would be much simpler 
if overburden and slag were not simply pushed. over the edge of the 
mountain or piled in one great mound. A small amount of regulation 
as regards to slop of all overburden or slag would make regrowth 
much easier. While working at the Lethbridge Agricultural Research 
Station under Alex Johnston, I had heard of spraying grass seed in 
a heavy oil or tar mixture onto slopes. Apparently the seed will 
germinate in the mixture; the tar will hold the seed in place and 
hold water near the surface. 


Strip-mining of coal and the search for gas, oil and copper 
has left the land scarred with roads. Very little effort appears 
to have been made at restoring the indigenous appearance of the land. 
I would be very willing to do so. These roads have provided access 
to a diverse bunch of all-terrain vehicles or 4-wheel drives who 
seek the outback for better fishing, hunting, climbing, etc. I would 
like to have access permitted only in certain watersheds - As is done 
in the Federal parks, the land should be available to most types of 
people. Some should be developed for heavy use (skie and resort areas), 
some for trailers, campers, some for unique features of landscape, for 
historical or archeological reasons, but most should be left as wilder- 
ness area. Wilderness is the backdrop for all recreational activities 
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and though we realize it or not, creates the atmosphere desired for 
recreational activities of many people. 


Land is not valuable simply because we use it and value it. 
It is my belief that one of the most enriching experiences of the 
Alberta environment is land which is isolated and not developed. 
Wilderness may be the sleep that is needed for our tired selves; 
it may be the area of escape from the monstrous world we have 
created and must normally live in; it may be a sign of our wisdom 
in acknowledgement that our management of resources is limited by 
the shortcomings of ourselves and our time. Our land can no more 
be totally programmed than can the life of man. It is an immense 
living organism whose processes are not fully understood any more 
than man understands himself. My plea is allow the organism to 
live as it desires (in areas at least) and not as we with our short- 
sighted views would shape it. Anybody can tolerate a certain para- 
Site land, but in excess that body will die. We are the parasites 
of the earth, fully dependent upon our host. Let us be responsive 
to the life of our host or we shall surely bring doom to all. 


Yours truly, 


Peter Davidson. 
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In addition to the supplementary submissions contained in Part XA 


and Part XB of the Proceedings of Public Hearings held on Land Use and 


Resource Development in the Eastern Slopes, the Authority also received 


letters of inquiry from the following people. These inquiries dealt in 


a preliminary way with proposed recreational,commercial, residence, educational 


and cottage developments. 


Sandra Adams (Philip Cohen) 
Hinton, Alberta. 


F.E. Adamson, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


J.0. Anderson, 
Alder Flats, Alberta. 


Mr. & Mrs. 0.C. Anderson, 
Pincher Creek, Alberta. 


L.C. Bakstad, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


W. Batzhuber, 
Banff, Alberta. 


Shirley Bayne, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


H.F.J. & N. Beck, 
Canmore, Alberta. 


H.A. Beckedorf, 
Bragg Creek, Alberta. 


R. Bischke, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


A.G. Boldt, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


J.W. Carnwath, 
Fernie, B.C. 


Emmett J. Coughlan (E.D. McKerrel1) 
Banff, Alberta. 
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J.D. Cross, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


J.H. Davis, 
Red Deer, Alberta. 


Keith Delmar, 
Hinton, Alberta. 


Edward B. Diesel, 
Grovedale, Alberta. 


Emil Dilney, 
Vancouver, B.C. 


C.A. Edgelow, 
Cochrane, Alberta. 


Lawrence Ekstrand, 
Cochrane, Alberta. 


Dr. R.L. Falconer, 
Fort MacLeod, Alberta. 


George P. Fisher & Artie Fisher, 
Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta. 


Ray Fox, 
Crossfield, Alberta. 


D. Friesen, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


J.A. Gerodo, 
Drumheller, Alberta. 


Ron Ghitter, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


Alexander M. Gibson, 
Stavely, Alberta. 


G.A. Hachey, 
Falher, Alberta. 


Ed Heap, 
Calgary, Alberta. 
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Mary McCormick Heatherington 
Calgary, Alberta. 


DG. Haas 
Medley, Alberta. 


Keith Hodgson, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 


Holly Management Ltd., 
Calgary, Alberta. 


Joe Hug, 
Valleyview, Alberta. 


Hungarian Veteran Association 


George C. Isberg, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Mrs. J.C. Kipling, 
Trenton, Ontario. 


M. Kochanski, 
Edson, Alberta. 


G.D. Kohar, 
Jasper, Alberta. 


Vince Lawrence, 
Fox Creek, Alberta. 


K.0. Lennox, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


Little Smoky Land Co-op, 
Valleyview, Alberta. 


B. Maure, 
Falher, Alberta. 


Ed McKenzie, 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. 


Dr. N.T. McPhedran, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


Barbara Melom, 
Claresholm, Alberta. 
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Midwest Baptist Association, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


L.D. Murray, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


S$.0'Connell, 
Lethbridge, Alberta. 


J.G. Penner, 
Three Hills, Alberta, 


Sol Petersen, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


A. Philipchuk, 
Sundre, Alberta. 


Nick Romaniuk, 
Edson, Alberta. 


J.A. Ruggles, 
Red Deer, Alberta. 


A. Rushdi, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


George S. Shaw, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


J.J. Small, 
Red Deer, Alberta. 


W.B. Smith, 
Canmore, Alberta. 


David Trelford, 
Jasper, Alberta. 


N.S. Trouth, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


Robert G. Vesey, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


Edward C. Walton, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


Hans Wanner, 
Calgary, Alberta. 
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Bill Weir, 
Calgary, Alberta. 


Weyerhaeuser Canada Ltd., 


Kamloops, British Columbia. 


R.S. Winter, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


Harold A. Yeats, 
Stettler, Alberta. 


Zion Gospel Temple, 
Grande Prairie, Alberta. 
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LAND USE 
and 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 


IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 


LIST Ol 
PUBLICATIONS 


SEPTEMBER; 1974 


The following publications prepared by or on behalf 
of the Authority are available on request while they 
remain in stock. 


In some cases a charge will be made. 
Requests should be addressed to, 


ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 


2100 COLLEGE PLAZA TOWER 3 
8215 112th STREET,EOMONTON,ALBERTA T6G 2M4 


Alpena 


ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 


- 1934 - 


Environment Conservation Authority. Brochure. Revised edition, 1973. 


Environment Conservation Act, 1970, being Chapter 36 of the Statutes of 
Alberta, 1970, with amendments up to June 2, 1972, including 
pertinent sections of other Acts referring to the Environment 


Conservation Authority. Office compilation. 10 pages. 


Environment Conservation Authority. First annual report, November 1970 
to November 1971. April 1972. 101 pages. 


Environment Conservation Authority. Second annual report, December 1971 
to December 1972. Various page numbering. 


Environment Conservation Authority. Third annual report, December 1972 
to December 1973. 


PeUnBrioe ts Co inet Re ieiNeGes 


PUBLIC HEARINGS ON A PROPOSAL TO RESTORE WATER LEVELS 
IN COOKING AND HASTINGS LAKES 
August 23 and 25, 1971 


E.P.E.C. Consulting Ltd. An economic analysis of the Cooking and Hastings 
Lakes. June 10, 1971. 


Macroplan Consultants Ltd. Recreation potential and development feasi- 
bility in Halfmoon, Hastings and Cooking Lakes. July-August 1971. 


Prospectus: Public hearings on a proposal to restore water levels in 
Cooking and Hastings Lakes. 1971. 8 pages. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on a proposal to restore water levels in 
Cooking and Hastings Lakes. 1971. 1 vv. 


Summary: Public hearings on a proposal to restore water levels in Cook- 
ing and Hastings Lakes. 1971. 64 pages. 


Report and Recommendations: Public hearings on a proposal to restore 
water levels in Cooking and Hastings Lakes. 1971. 41 pages. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
OF SURFACE MINING IN ALBERTA 


December 13, 15, 17 and 21, 1971 and January 6, 1972 


F. F. Slaney and Co. Environmental Impact of Surface Coal Mining Opera- 
tions in Alberta. November 1971. 59 pages. (Reproduced in 
the proceedings) 


Prospectus: Public hearings on the environmental impact of surface mining 
in Alberta. 1972. 6 pages. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on the impact on the environment of surface 
mining in Alberta. 1972. 2v. $4. 


Summary: Public hearings on the impact on the environment of surface 
mining in Alberta. 1972. 205 pages. 


Report and Recommendations: Public hearings on the impact on the environ- 
ment of surface mining in Alberta. 1972. 205 pages. 


Report and Recommendations: Public hearings on tne impact on the environ- 
ment of surface mining in Alberta. 1972. 99 pages. 


PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE CONSERVATION OF 
HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES IN ALBERTA 
May 25 and 29 and June 1, 1972 


Prospectus: Public hearings on the conservation of historical and archaeo- 
logical resources in Alberta. 1972. 7 pages. 


Position paper: Public hearings on the conservation of historical and 
archaeological resources in Alberta, prepared by the Public 
Advisory Committee on the Conservation of Historical and Archaeo- 
logical Resources. March 1972. 8 pages. (Includes 3-page 
addendum) 


Report on the conservation of historical and archaeological resources in 
Alberta, prepared by the Public Advisory Committee on the Conser- 
vation of Historical and Archaeological Resources. March 1972. 
32 pages. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on the conservation of historical and 
archaeological resources in Alberta. 1972. 565 pages. $3. 


Summary: Public hearings on the conservation of historical and archaeo- 
logical resources in Alberta. 1972. 67 pages. 


Report and Recommendations: Public hearings on the conservation of histor- 
ical and archaeological resources in Alberta. 1972. 120 pages. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
OF SURFACE MINING IN ALBERTA 
December 13, 15, 17 and 21, 1971 and January 6, 1972 


F. F. Slaney and Co. Environmental Impact of Surface Coal Mining Opera- 
tions in Alberta. November 1971. 59 pages. (Reproduced in 
the proceedings) 


Prospectus: Public hearings on the environmental impact of surface mining 
in Alberta. 1972. 6 pages. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on the impact on the environment of surface 
mining in Alberta. 1972. 2. 


Summary: Public hearings on the impact on the environment of surface 
mining in Alberta. 1972. 205 pages. 


Report and Recommendations: Public hearings on the impact on the environ- 
ment of surface mining in Alberta. 1972. 99 pages. 


PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE CONSERVATION OF 
HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES IN ALBERTA 
May 25 and 29 and June 1, 1972 


Prospectus: Public hearings on the conservation of historical and archaeo- 
logical resources in Alberta. 1972. 7 pages. 


Position paper: Public hearings on the conservation of historical and 
archaeological resources in Alberta, prepared by the Public 
Advisory Committee on the Conservation of Historical and Archaeo- 
logical Resources. March 1972. 8 pages. (Includes 3-page 
addendum) : 


Report on the conservation of historical and archaeological resources in 


Alberta, prepared by the Public Advisory Committee on the Conser- 
vation of Historical and Archaeological Resources. March 1972. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on the conservation of historical and 
archaeological resources in Alberta. 1972. 565 pages. $3. 


Summary: Public hearings on the conservation of historical and archaeo- 
logical resources in Alberta. 1972. 67 pages. 


Report and Recommendations: Public hearings on the conservation of 
historical and archaeological resources in Alberta. 1972. 
120 pages. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
OF THE OPERATION OF SULPHUR EXTRACTION GAS PLANTS 
October 2, 5, 11, 16 and 19, 1972 


Klemm, R. K. Environmental effects of the operation of sulphur extraction 
gas plants. August 1972. 116 pages. (Reproduced in proceedings) 


Terms of Reference: Public hearings on the environmental effects of the 
Operation of sulphur extraction gas plants. June 1972. 2 pages. 


Prospectus: Public hearings on the environmental effects of the operation 
of sulphur extraction gas plants. 1972. 8 pages. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on the environmental effects of the operation 
of sulphur extraction gas plants. 1973. 3 v., 1,743 pages. $6. 


Summary: Public hearings on the environmental effects of the operation of 
sulphur extraction gas plants. 1973. 159 pages. 


Report and Recommendations: Public hearings on the environmental effects 
of the operation of sulphur extraction gas plants. 1973. 128 pages. 


PUBLIC HEARINGS ON LAND USE AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE EASTERN SLOPES OF THE ALBERTA ROCKIES 
June - July 1973 


Background Information: Public hearings on land use and resource develop- 
ment in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies, June and July 1973, in 
Coleman, Lethbridge, Calgary, Canmore, Rocky Mountain House, Red Deer, 
Hinton, Edmonton, Grande Cache and Grande Prairie. Series of twelve in- 
formation bulletins: 


Information Bulletin No. 1: Terms of reference for public 
hearings. 1973. 6 pages. Map. 


Information Bulletin No. 2: Current Status Report on Alberta's 
Eastern Slopes. 1973. 33 pages. Map, photos. 


Information Bulletin No. 3: Listing of information centres and 
source material for public use. 1973. 18 pages. 


Information Bulletin No. 4: Commercial Proposals for Tourism 
and Recreation to Be Presented at the Public Hearings. 1973. 


23 pages. 6 maps. 
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Information Bulletin No. 5: Information paper, Oldman River 
Drainage Basin. Report by the Oldman River Regional Planning 
Commission. 1973. 32 pages. Maps. 


Information Bulletin No. 6: Information paper, Bow River Water- 
Shed Basin. Report by the Calgary Regional Planning Commission. 
1973. 44 pages. Maps. 


Information Bulletin No. 7: Information paper, North Saskatche- 
wan and Red Deer River Basins. Report by the Red Deer Regional 
Planning Commission. 1973. 25 pages. Maps. 


Information Bulletin No. 8: Information paper, Smoky River 
Drainage Basin. Report by Peace River Regional Planning Commis- 
sion. 1973. 39 pages. Maps, photos. 


Information Bulletin No. 9: Information paper, Athabasca- 
Yellowhead Area. Report by Alberta Department of Municipal 
Affairs, Provincial Planning Branch. 1973. 29 pages. Fold-out maps. 


Information Bulletin No. 11: The Resources of the Foothills: 

A Choice of Land Use Alternatives. Report by the Conservation 
and Utilization Committee Task Force on the East Slopes Hearings. 
1973. 43 pages. Fold-out maps. (Out of print) 


Information Bulletin No. 12: Land Use and Resource Development 
in the Eastern Slopes. Report by Science Advisory Ad Hoc Com- 
mittee on the Eastern Slopes. 1973. 33 pages. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on land use and resource development in the 
eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Separate volumes according to 
river basin locations: 


Proceedings: Public hearings on land use and resource development 
in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Oldman River Basin: 
June 11 and 12, 1973 in Coleman and June 13 and 14, 1973 in Leth- 

bridge. 1974. 2 -v., various page numbering. $4 per volume. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on land use and resource development 
in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Bow River Basin: 
June 18, 19 and 20, 1973 in Calgary, and June 22 and 23, 1973 in 
Canmore. 1974. 3 v., various page numbering. $4 per volume. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on land use and resource development 
in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. North Saskatchewan 

River Basin: June 26, 1973 in Rocky Mountain House, and June 

28 and 29, 1973 in Red Deer. 1974. 2 v., various page numbering. 
$4 per volume. 
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Proceedings: Public hearings on land use and resource development 
in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Athabasca River 
Basin: July 3, 1973 in Hinton, and July 5, 6 and 7, 1973 in 
Edmonton. 1974. 2 v., various page numbering. $4 per volume. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on land use and resource development 
in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Smoky River Basin: 
July 10, 1973 in Grande Cache, and July 12, 1973 in Grande Prairie. 
1974. 1 v., various page numbering. $4 per volume. 


Supplementary Submissions: Public hearings on land use and re- 
source development in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. 
1974. 2 .v., various page numbering. $4 per volume. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on Jand use and resource development 
in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Commercial proposals 
for tourism and recreation presented at the public hearings. 1974. 
1 v., various page numbering. $4 per volume. 


The complete set of these proceedings, which 
is thirteen volumes, is available for $40. 


Interim Reports: Public hearings on land use and resource development in 
the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Series of six reports: 


Interim Report No. 1: Public hearings on land use and resource 
development in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Interim 
report and recommendations on commercial tourist development pro- 
posals presented at the public hearings. 1974. 113 pages. 

6 maps. 


Interim Report No. 2: Public hearings on land use and resource 
development in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Interim 
report on the Oldman River Basin. 1974. 56 pages. 


Interim Report No. 3: Public hearings on land use and resource 
development in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Interim 
report on the Bow River Basin. 1974. 69 pages. 


Interim Report No. 4: Public hearings on land use and resource 
development in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Interim 
report on the North Saskatchewan River Basin. 1974. 69 pages. 


Interim Report No. 5: Public hearings on land use and resource 
development in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Interim 
report on the Athabasca River Basin. 1974. 58 pages. 
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Interim Report No. 6: Public hearings on land use and resource 
development in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. Interim 
report on the Smoky River Basin. 1974. 60 pages. 


Report and Recommendations: Public hearings on land use and resource 
development in the eastern slopes of the Alberta Rockies. 1974. 
238 pages. 


PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE RESTORATION 
OF WATER LEVELS IN THE PEACE-ATHABASCA DELTA 
September 25 and 27 and October 2, 1973 


Prospectus: Public hearings on the restoration of water levels in tne 
Peace-Athabasca Delta. 1973. 7 pages. (Also available in Cree) 


Smith, S. B. The Peace-Athabasca Delta, a Choice of Water Management 
Alternatives. August 1973. 33 pages. (Includes matrix) 


The Peace-Athabasca Delta Project Group. Summary Report: The Peace- 
Athabasca Delta, a Canadian Resource. 1972. 144 pages. Illus. 


Proceedings: Public hearings on the restoration of water levels in the 
Peace-Athabasca Delta. November 1973. 389 pages. $3. 
(Includes 10-page addendum) 


Interim Report: Public hearings on the restoration of water levels in 
the Peace-Athabasca Delta and Lake Athabasca. March 1974. 
14 pages. (Also available in Cree) 


Report and Recommendations: Public hearings on the restoration of water 
levels in the Peace-Athabasca Delta. September 1974. 63 pages. 


PUBLIC HEARINGS INTO THE USE OF 
PESTICIDES AND HERBICIDES IN ALBERTA 
October - November 1974 


Background Information: Public hearings into the use of pesticides and 
herbicides in Alberta, October and November 1974, in Edmonton, Lethbridge, 
Medicine Hat, Calgary, Drumheller, Three Hills, Red Deer, Stettler, 
Camrose, Wainwright, Vermilion, Westlock, Peace River and Grande Prairie, 
Alberta. Series of eight information bulletins: 


Information Bulletin No. 1: Terms of reference for public 
hearings. April 1974. 9 pages. 
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Information Bulletin No. 2: Prospectus for public hearings. 
April 1974. 18 pages. 


Information Bulletin No. 3: Biocide Use in Alberta. Part 1: 
Introduction and Registration Procedures. Report by the Science 
Advisory Ad Hoc Committee on Biocides. April 1974. 64 pages. 


Information Bulletin No. 4: Biocide Use in Alberta. Part 2: 
The Use of Fungicides in Alberta. Report by the Science Advisory 
Ad Hoc Committee on Biocides. April 1974. 26 pages. 


Information Bulletin No. 5: Biocide Use in Alberta. Part 3: 
The Use of Herbicides in Alberta. Report by the Science Advisory 


Ad Hoc Committee on Biocides. April 1974. 83 pages. 


Information Bulletin No. 6: Biocide Use in Alberta. Part 4: 
The Use of Insecticides in Alberta. Report by the Science 
Advisory Ad Hoc Committee on Biocides. April 1974. 42 pages. 


Information Bulletin No. 7: Biocide Use in Alberta. Part 5: 
The Use of Vertebrate Poisons in Alberta. Report by the Science 
Advisory Ad hoc Committee on Biocides. April 1974. 31 pages. 


Information Bulletin No. 8: The Effects of Pesticide Use on 
Productivity and Health in Alberta. Report by McAllister En- 
vironmental Services Ltd. April 1974. 86 pages. 


PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT 


Public Advisory Committee on the Environment. Proceedings of the first 
annual meeting, Hotel Macdonald, Edmonton, Alberta, November 25 
and 26, 1971. 125 pages. 


Public Advisory Committee on the Environment. Proceedings of the second 
annual meeting, Alberta Vocational Centre, Edmonton, Alberta, 
October 20 and 21, 1972. 309 pages. 


Public Advisory Committee on the Environment. Proceedings of the third 
annual meeting, hotel Macdonald, Edmonton, Alberta, December 5, 
6 and 7, 1973. 418 pages. 
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PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 


Public Advisory Committee on Environmental Education. Proceedings of 
the first Alberta conference on environmental education, Students' 
Union Building, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, May 9, 
10 and 11, 1974. 


SCIENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Science Advisory Committee. First annual report. 1972. 55 pages. 


Science Advisory Committee. Second annual report. 1973. 16 pages. 


SPECIAL REPORTS 


Trost, Dr. Walter Raymond: 


Environmental Management. Presented to the Edmonton Chamber of 
Commerce, February 16, 1972. 11 pages. 


Employment, Productivity and the Environment. Presented at the 
annual convention of the Alberta Federation of Labour, Calgary, 
Alberta, May 1971. 11 pages. 


Managing the Changing Environment. Presented at the annual 
convention of the Alberta Society of Petroleum Geologists, 
January 18, 1973. 8 pages. 


The Role of Industry and Government in Environmental Management. 
Presented to Canadian Petroleum Association, June 6, 1973. 
7 pages. 


Four Ways Forward: Education, Management, Economics, Legislation. 
1972. 27 pages. 


Human Communities and the Environment. 1974. 23 pages. 
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Environment Conservation Authcrity. Policies, Programs and Proposals 
Relating to the Environment from Speeches of Hon. W. J. Yurko, 
Minister of the Environment, Government of Alberta, 1971-1974. 
September 1974. 227 pages. 


STAFF REPORTS 


Selenium, Animal Health and Sour Gas Plants. (In preparation) 


ADDITIONAL STUDIES 


Underwood McLellan and Associates Ltd. A preliminary Assessment of 
Environmental Impact of Oi1 and Gas Exploration and Pipeline 
Operations in Alberta. June 1972. 51 pages. 


E.P.E.C. Consulting Ltd. and C. L. Sibbald, Agri-Business Ltd. The Forest 
Resource in Alberta: An Examination with Respect to Conservation, 
Recreation and the Forest Industry. 1972. $30. 


Hanson, W. R. Forest Utilization and Its Environmental Effects in Alberta. 
1973. 66 pages. 
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